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Make  an  insurance  claim. 

Then  discover  you  don't  have  the  cover 

you  thought.  As  a  pharmacist,  insuring 

with  PMI,  this  is  a  problem  which  is  most 

unlikely  to  arise.  When  you  read  your  PMI 

policy  you  will  easily  see  exactly  what 

you  are  covered  for. 

Because  part  of  the  excellent  PMI 


service  is  to  spell  out  policy  details  very 
clearly.  And  to  respond  to  claims  quickly 
and  efficiently.  Our  premiums  are  highly 
competitive,  too. 

So  all  pharmacists  can  enjoy  personal 
and  business  protection  without  any 
crossed  wires. 
Just  call  PMI  today. 


The  Pharmacy  Mutual  Insurance  Company  Limited,  38-42  St.  Peter's  Street,  St.  Albans,  Herts.,  AL1  3NP. 

Telephone:  St.  Albans  (0727)  44344 


PMI  FOR  YOUR  HOME  AND  PHARMACY  INSURANCE 
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Community  pharmacists  reading  about  the  plans  of  two 
hospital  pharmacies  to  apply  for  contracts  to  dispense  FPlOs 
will  not  have  been  filled  with  feelings  of  warmth  towards  their 
professional  peers  in  the  contracted  service  —  to  some  it  must 
seem  to  be  a  case  of  "dog  eat  dog"  if  they  get  away  with  it.  At 
the  moment  opinion  is  divided  as  to  whether  they  can  legally 
apply  for  such  an  NHS  contract  —  the  Pharmaceutical 
Services  Negotiating  Committee  believes  that  an  NHS  hospital 
pharmacy  is  so  constituted  that  it  cannot  do  so.  Meanwhile  the 
Department  of  Health  is  to  rule  on  the  principle. 

In  a  brave  new  world  of  NHS  Trusts,  Family  Health 
Services  Authorities,  and  the  supplier/provider  free  market, 
at  times  it  seems  as  if  anything  is  possible.  The  registering  of 
hospital  pharmacies  with  the  Society  came  about  when  Crown 
Immunity  was  withdrawn  from  them  —  to  date  upwards  of  150 
have  registered.  At  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  last 
year  the  subject  of  how  hospitals  would  operate  post-Crown 
Immunity  was  debated  (C&D  September  21,  1991,  p484. 
Drummond  Forbes  asked  would  hospital  "shop"  pharmacies 
—  of  the  type  at  Derbyshire  Royal  Infirmary,  for  instance  — 
contract  to  FHSAs.  Delegates  wondered  if  you  registered  the 
entire  pharmacy,  rather  than  just  the  shop,  were  all 
prescriptions  subject  to  the  Medicines  Act?  And  how  did  a 
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hospital  define  what  was  "in  the  course  of  business"? 

Susan  Marsh,  head  of  the  Society's  Law  Department, 
warned  pharmacists  not  to  push  the  boundaries  too  far  in 
extending  "hospital  business",  while  the  Department's  Jon 
Merrills  said  pharmacists  should  make  their  own  business 
decisions.  Guidelines  were  then  said  to  be  in  the  pipeline 
regarding  the  law  relating  to  wholesale/manufacturing  and 
retail  sales.  And  now  this  NHS  contract  development... 

In  the  same  way  as  a  health  under  secretary  has  said  that 
it  was  never  the  intention  that  health  authorities  set  up  as 
wholesalers  to  supply  medicines  to  hospices  and  the  like  (C&D 
March  21 ,  p421),  we  cannot  believe  it  is  in  the  grand  scheme 
of  things  that  hospitals  take  on  the  dispensing  of  GP  scripts. 
If  the  Department  and  the  profession  are  going  to  move 
towards  a  more  rational  distribution  of  pharmacies  after  the 
National  Audit  Office  report,  then  introducing  "rogue" 
hospital  pharmacies  can  only  serve  to  complicate  the  equation 
and  undermine  the  basically  sound  community  service.  In 
most  places  there  is  a  more  than  adequate  out-of-hours  service 
from  community  pharmacies,  so  that  excuse  will  not  wash. 

NPA  director  Tim  Astill  recently  painted  the  spectre  of  GP 
fundholders  muscling  in  on  medicines  dispensing.  Community 
pharmacy  can  do  without  its  peers  doing  the  same. 
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Confusion  as  hospitals  apply 
for  NHS  contracts 


Contractors  in  Nottingham  and 
Derby  are  still  waiting  to  hear 
whether  pharmacy  departments  at 
two  local  hospitals  will  he  permitted 
to  continue  with  applications  for 
NHS  contracts. 

The  fate  of  the  applications  to 
dispense  GP  prescriptions  is  likely 
to  hinge  on  a  ruling  from  the 
Department  of  Health  as  to  whether 
a  hospital  pharmacy  can  apply  for 
an  NHS  contract.  No  definitive 
statement  had  been  made  by  the 
DoH  as  C&D  went  to  Press. 

In  Derby,  the  application  to  the 
Family  Health  Services  Authority 
has  come  from  the  pharmacy  at 
Derbyshire  Royal  Infirmary. 

Pharmacy  director  David 
Cousins  told  C&D  that  the 
application  had  the  support  of 
members  of  the  public,  the 
Community  Health  Council  and  the 
Local  Medical  Committee. 
However,  there  was  opposition  from 
the  Local  Pharmaceutical 
Committee,  he  said. 

Mr  Cousins  stressed  that  the 
hospital  was  not  out  to  attract 
prescriptions  from  any  one 
community  pharmacy  in  the 
vicinity.  Because  people  using  the 
service,  particularly  out  of  hours, 
could  come  from  anywhere  in  the 
area  of  South  Derbyshire,  the 
impact  on  any  one  individual  would 
be  really  quite  small,  he  said. 

The  pharmacy  at  the  DRI  was 
the  first  registered  pharmacy  in  the 
country  to  be  run  by  a  hospital  and 
sold  OTC  pharmacy  medicines,  Mr 
Cousins  continued.  While  this  had 
not  been  greeted  with  enthusiasm 
by  local  pharmacies,  there  had  been 
no  real  impact  on  their  business. 

The  dispensing  of  GP 
prescriptions,  particularly  out  of 
hours,  was  seen  by  many  hospital 
pharmacists  as  a  natural  extension 
to  the  services  offered  to  the 
community,  he  said. 

Roger  Jefferies,  secretary  of  the 
Derbyshire  LPC,  confirmed  that 
they  were  opposing  the  DRI's 
application.  Community 
pharmacists  in  the  area  had  set  up 
an  out-of-hours  emergency 
dispensing  service  with  the  full  co- 
operation of  the  police,  he  said. 

Although  this  had  initially  just 
covered  the  Derby  city  area,  it  had 
been  extended  to  Alfreton, 
Chesterfield  and  Buxton.  There 
were  currently  five  pharmacists 
available  for  out-of-hours 
dispensing,  two  of  which  could  also 
supply  emergency  oxygen,  said  Mr 
Jefferies. 

The  LPC  is  currently  in  the 
process  of  compiling  its  response  to 
the  applications,  which  it  would 
submit  to  the  FHSA. 

A  spokesman  for  Derbyshire 
FHSA  confirmed  that  the 
application  for  the  DRI  was 
currently  at  a  consultation  stage. 

toso 


The  first  meeting  of  the  FHSA  that 
was  likely  to  discuss  the  situation 
was  in  July,  he  said.  The  authority 
was  waiting  for  guidance  on  the 
application  from  the  DoH. 

In  Nottingham,  Brendan 
Clarke,  locality  manager  at  the 
FHSA,  told '  C&D  that  the 
application  for  an  NHS  contract 
from  the  Queens  University  Medical 
Centre  was  being  processed. 

When  the  application  was 
originally  made,  the  FHSA  had 
asked  the  DoH  for  a  definite  ruling 
but  one  was  not  received.  The 
Authority  then  went  ahead  and 
looked  at  the  application  in  its  own 
right,  asking  if  it  would  be  granted 
it  if  it  was  from  someone  else. 
Having  decided  that  the  application 
was  desirable,  everyone  concerned 
was  notified,  said  Mr  Clarke.  - 

Although  the  application  has 
been  approved,  a  contract  has  not 
yet  been  granted.  A  30-day  appeal 
period  is  in  process.  However 
information        from  the 


Barking  and  Havering  Family 
Health  Services  Authority  have 
produced  an  information  leaflet  for 
patients  telling  them  how  they  can 
gain  access  to  medical  records, 
including  PMRs  held  at  community 
pharmacies. 

The  leaflets  are  being  included 
in  all  mailings  from  the  FHSA  such 
as  invitations  for  cytology 
examinations,  and  with  new  medical 
cards.  These  are  estimated  to  reach 
about  3-4,000  people  a  week. 

In  addition,  quantities  of  leaflets 
have  been  sent  out  to  community 
pharmacies,  GP  surgeries,  dentists, 
opticians,  hospital  out-patient 
departments  and  libraries  for 

Blowing  the 
whistle 

Guidance  aimed  at  preventing  the 
gagging  of  "whistleblowing"  staff 
who  publicly  voice  fears  about 
developments  in  the  health  service, 
are  to  be  issued  by  the  Government. 

Speaking  at  the  Institute  of 
Health  Service  Management 
conference,  Health  Secretary 
Virginia  Bottomley  urged  NHS  staff 
to  be  tough  in  rooting  out 
inefficiency  and  waste  in  the 
interests  of  better  care  for  patients. 

"A  proper  balance  must  be 
struck  between  the  duty  of  staff  to 
raise  matters  of  professional 
concern  and  the  need  to  safeguard 
confidentiality,"  she  said. 

Managers  will  be  expected  to 
provide  complaints  channels. 


Pharmaceutical  Services 
Negotiating  Committee  casts  doubt 
over  whether  a  hospital  pharmacy 
could  apply  for  an  NHS  contract. 

PSNC's  Mike  King  said  that  the 
situation  was  not  exactly  clear  in 
law,  but  the  Committee's  view  was 
that  there  were  only  three  groups  of 
people  who  could  apply  for  an  NHS 
contract: 

•  a  pharmacist  as  an  individual 

•  a  pharmacist  in  a  partnership 

•  a  limited  company,  or  body 
corporate. 

The  first  two  were  not  applicable 
to  the  hospital  applications  and 
there  was  some  doubt  as  to  whether 
a  health  authority  was  allowed  to  set 
up  a  limited  company,  he  said. 

Stephen  Garner,  chief 
pharmacist  at  Queen's  Medical 
Centre,  admitted  there  was  some 
doubt  as  to  the  legal  position  of  a 
health  authority  being  granted  a 
contract. 

The  hospital  had  had  a 
pharmacy-type  shop  running  from 


people  to  pick  up. 

This  is  the  first  in  what  the 
FHSA  hopes  will  be  a  quarterly 
series  of  information  leaflets, 
Richard  Mahonv,  data  services 
manager  at  the  FHSA,  told  C&D. 

Future  topics  have  yet  to  be 
decided  but  the  Authority  is 
planning  to  meet  with  health 
education  bodies  to  discuss  ideas. 
Possible  suggestions  include  heart 
disease  and  diabetes. 

The  FHSA  is  also  willing  to 
consider  acting  as  a  base  for  a 
mailing  service  for  literature 
produced  by  other  organisations, 
provided  they  are  of  an  appropriate 
health  promotional  nature. 


under  a  year,  and  currently  receives 
about  ten  requests  a  day  for  GP 
prescriptions  to  be  dispensed.  "We 
do  not  see  this  as  being  a  major 
financial  initiative  but  more  of  a 
service,"  he  said. 

Mr  Garner  echoed  Mr  Cousins' 
thoughts  that  the  service  was 
unlikely  to  affect  the  dispensing 
business  of  any  single  pharmacy 
contractor  in  the  area. 


Waste  regs 
update 

Pharmacist  Mike  Reynolds,  whose 
company  makes  the  DOOP 
containers  for  disposing  of 
unwanted  medicines,  has  paid  a 
second  visit  to  the  Department  of 
the  Environment  to  discuss  the  new 
waste  regulations. 

While  there,  he  says,  he  took  the 
opportunity  to  talk  to  someone  in 
the  Secretary  of  State's  office  about 
how  current  regulations  apply  to 
pharmacists  accepting  returned 
medicines  from  the  public. 

"It  makes  no  sense  that  in 
several  counties  of  the  UK,  DUMP 
campaign's  are  currently  underway 
without  recourse  to  the  Special 
Waste  Regulations  while  in  another 
county  there  has  been  a  formal 
investigation  with  a  view  to  a 
possible  prosecution  and  a 
threatened  fine  of  up  to  £20,000  for 
the  movement  of  a  small  container 
of  the  same  material,"  Mr  Reynolds 
told  C&D.  "Do  we  all  live  in  the 
same  country  or  have  we  had  a 
secret  devolution  process  occur 
without  anyone's  knowledge?" 

Although  unable  to  divulge  any 
further  details  about  the  one  county 
where  the  threatened  prosecution 
applied,  Mr  Reynolds  said  he  is  still 
confident  that  the  position  can  be 
resolved  shortly. 


Vaccine  line  handles  record 
calls,  rabies  queries  rise 


Merieux  UK's  Vaccination 
Information  Service  for  CPs, 
practice  nurses  and  pharmacists, 
dealt  with  a  record  number  of  5,006 
calls  last  month. 

Among  the  queries,  staff  are 
noticing  an  increasing  number 
relating  to  rabies.  "Travellers 
should  remain  very  wary  when  they 
visit  areas  where  rabies  is  endemic," 
advises  Merieux's  medical  director 
Dr  Kevin  Bryett.  Those  visiting  rural 
areas  should  consider  having  a 
rabies  vaccine  before  they  go,  he 
adds. 

The  World  Health  Organisation 
estimates  that  a  minimum  of  50,000 
people  die  of  rabies  every  year.  India 
alone  records  25,000  deaths  every 


year  and  other  Asian  countries  with 
a  high  incidence  include  Sri  Lanka, 
Thailand  and  the  Philippines.  More 
than  100,000  rabies  injections  were 
given  last  year  in  Thailand  alone, 
said  Dr  Bryett. 

It  is  estimated  that  11  million 
British  people  will  holiday  abroad 
this  year,  many  travelling  to  more 
exotic  locations  where  rabies  is 
endemic. 

Doctors  are  being  advised  to 
make  sure  that  all  tourists 
thoroughly  understand  the 
circumstances  under  which  they 
might  contract  rabies. 

As  a  general  rule,  travellers 
should  not  touch  any  animal,  wild  or 
domestic  as  rabies  can  be  spread  by 
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FHSA  produces  'Access  to 
medical  records'  leaflets 


NPA  guidebook  on  drugs 
and  the  elderly 


Awareness 
week  for 
Hepatitis  B 

Hepatitis  kills  more  people  everyday 
than  AIDS  does  in  a  year  and  is 
about  100  times  more  infectious 
than  HIV,  according  to  the 
organisers  of  the  first  national 
hepatitis  B  awareness  week,  held 
between  June  15  and  19. 

The  campaign  is  spearheaded 
by  the  Russell  Harty  (Jimmy's) 
Hepatitis  &  Liver  Research  Fund 
and  Group  B,  a  self-help  group  for 
gay  men  with  hepatitis  B.  Aims 
include  the  promotion  of  public 
awareness  of  the  virus,  raising 
money  for  research  and  promoting 
the  use  of  hepatitis  B  vaccine  for 
people  at  risk. 

In  the  UK,  one  in  every 
thousand  people  is,  or  has  been, 
infected  with  the  virus.  Sex  and 
intravenous  drug  use  are  now  the 
most  common  routes  of  hepatitis  B 
transmission. 

The  Fund  draws  attention  to  the 
fact  that  although  hepatitis  B  is 
preventable  by  vaccination,  the 
Government's  policy  of  voluntary 
immunisation  of  healthcare  workers 
at  high  risk  has  been  of  limited 
success.  Reported  uptake  rates 
remain  as  low  as  39  per  cent  among 
those  at  highest  risk,  they  say.  In  the 
USA,  hepatitis  B  vaccination  is 
mandatory  for  all  healthcare 
workers. 

Current  Government  guidelines 
approve  vaccination  on  the  NHS  for 
other  risk  groups  including 
intravenous  drug  users,  gay 
men/bisexuals,  long-stay  travellers 
to  areas  where  the  virus  is  endemic, 
and  haemophilliacs. 

According  to  a  report  in  March 
this  year,  35  countries  (including 
Italv)  had  a  national  vaccination 
policy.  The  World  Health 
( (rganisation  estimate  that  a  triple 
vaccination  programme  aimed  at 
infants,  adolescents  and  high  risk 
groups  would  halve  the  number  of 
carriers  within  ten  years,  say  the 
campaign  organisers. 


a  bite,  scratch  or  lick  from  an 
infected  animal.  If  bitten  the  wound 
must  be  washed  immediately  with 
soap  and  water  for  at  least  five 
minutes.  Alcohol  is  a  good 
substitute.  Medical  help  should  be- 
sought immediately  and,  if  possible, 
the  animal  concerned  should  be 
kept  under  surveillance. 

The  following  countries  were 
rabies-free  in  1991:  Bulgaria, 
Denmark,  Finland,  Ireland, 
Norway,  Portugal,  Spain,  Sweden 
and  the  UK,  say  Merieux  UK. 
•  The  Merieux  Service  has  issued 
an  urgent  alert  for  travellers  visiting 
Saudi  Arabia  because  of  a  serious 
outbreak  of  meningitis.  Cases  of 
meningitis  types  A  and  C  have  been 
reported  in  Riyadh  and  other  major 
centres.  Emergency  procedures 
have  been  introduced  for  anyone 
arriving  by  air. 
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"Drugs  and  the  Elderly"  is  a  new 
guidebook  produced  by  the 
Training  Department  (if  the 
National  Pharmaceutical 
Association.  It  is,  they  say,  an 
essential  read  for  all  pharmacists 
providing  or  looking  to  provide  a 
professional  service  to  residential 
homes. 

Written  by  consultant 
geriatrician  Alan  Rodgers  and 
community  pharmacist  Jacqui 
Parkin,  the  hook  also  has 
contributions  from  NPA  head  of 
training  Ailsa  Benson  and  head  of 
information  Mary  Allen. 

The  guidebook  includes  details 
on  how  physical  changes  in  the 
elderly  affect  the  pharmacokinetics 
and  pharmacodynamics  of  drug 


Seven  out  of  ten  men  and  eight  out 
of  ten  women  do  not  take  enough 
exercise  to  keep  themselves 
healthy,  says  a  report  from  the 
Health  Education  Authority  and 
Sports  Council. 

This  is  despite  the  fact  that  80 
per  cent  of  the  adult  population 
believe  that  regular  exercise  is 
important  for  health. 

The  report  "Activity  and  Fitness 
Matters"  measured  the  actual 
fitness  levels  and  physical  activity 
patterns  of  English  adults  alongside 
their  attitudes  and  beliefs.  Over 
4,000  people  were  interviewed  and 
70  per  cent  took  part  in  a  physical 
appraisal. 

The  report  shows  that: 

•  One  third  of  men  and  two  thirds 
of  women  are  unable  to  continue 
walking  at  a  reasonable  pace  up  a 
one  in  20  slope  without  becoming 
breathless 

•  Sustaining  a  reasonable  walking 
pace  for  several  minutes  on  level 
ground  constitutes  severe  exertion 
for  half  the  women  aged  over  55 


treatment,  how  to  improve  drug  use 
and  the  use  of  OTC  remedies. 

A  "Signs  and  symptoms"  section 
suggests  the  drug  most  likely  to  be 
producing  adverse  effects,  and 
advice  is  also  given  on  how  to  set  up 
clinical  services  in  residential 
homes. 

The  "Drugs  and  the  Elderly" 
pack  contains  the  guidehi  »ok  as  well 
as  an  activity  book.  It  costs  £22.  The 
activities  are  designed  to  help 
reinforce  some  of  the  important 
aspects  of  the  guide  and 
pharmacists  who  complete  and 
return  the  activity  book,  with  a£10 
fee,  will  be  sent  an  NPA  certificate. 

To  obtain  a  copy  of  the  pack, 
contact  the  Training  Department  at 
Mallinson  House  on  0727  832161 . 


years 

•  Activity  levels  decline  markedly 
with  age  —  40  percent  of  65-74  year 
olds  are  inactive  compared  to  less 
than  10  per  cent  of  16-24  year  olds. 
However  some  elderly  pe<  iple  are  as 
fit  or  fitter  than  much  younger 
people,  says  the  report. 

Sir  Donald  Maitland,  chairman 
of  the  HEA  says:  "Although  as  a 
nation  we  are  aware  of  the  benefits 
of  exercise,  it  is  clear  that  our 
activity  levels  are  well  below  those 
necessary  to  improve  personal 
health  and  well-being." 

Peter  Yarranton,  chairman  of 
the  Sports  Council  says:  "This 
crucial  survey  has  provided  us  with 
the  foundation  for  future  policy  and 
underlined  the  clear  need  for  new 
sporting  initiatives." 

Copies  of  a  free  summary  report 
and  the  comprehensive  report  of 
the  main  findings  of  the  survey  (£50) 
are  available  from  the  Publications 
Department,  Sports  Council,  16 
Upper  Woburn  Place,  London 
WC1H  0QP,  sending  an  A4  SAE. 


Mental  health 

David  King,  general  manager  of 
the  Auckland  Health  Board  in 
New  Zealand  is  to  head  the 
Department  of  Health's  mental 
health  task  force.  The  aim  is  to 
help  health  authorities  and  local 
authority  social  services  to 
create  effective  and 
comprehensive  local  mental 
health  services. 

Video  awards 

Two  educational  videos, 
sponsored  by  Merieux  for 
inclusion  in  the  Royal  College  of 
Nursing's  postgraduate  training 
programme,  have  won  awards 
from  the  British  Medical 
Association.  "Getting  to  the 
point  of  Immunisation"  won  a 
silver  award  and  "Adult 
immunisation,  confidence  built 
on  knowledge"  took  Bronze. 

No  counterfeits 

Sir  John  Cope,  Paymaster 
General,  told  the  Commons  last 
week:  "There  have  been  no 
importations  of  counterfeit 
medicines  discovered  by  Customs 
and  Excise  in  the  past  five  years." 

Nl  statistics 

Prescription  statistics  for 
Northern  Ireland  for  February 
1992  show  that  839,069 
prescription  forms  were 
dispensed  for  a  total  of 
1,382,795  items.  The  gross  cost 
was  £10,942,430.77 
(£10,541,404.17  net).  The  gross 
cost  per  item  was  £7.91 . 

Cocaine  charges 

Pharmacist  Ashsish  Patel  of 
Oxford  Road,  Gerrards  Cross 
was  remanded  on  bail  until  July 
8  at  Ealing  Magistrates  Court  on 
June  10.  He  is  charged  with  the 
possession  of  £100,000  of  pure 
cocaine  (C&D  May  30,  p91 7). 

Dietary  supplements 

Mr  James  Wallace,  Scottish 
spokesman  for  the  Liberal 
Democrats,  is  among  35  MPs 
who  have  signed  the 
Parliamentary  Motion  attacking 
a  draft  European  Commission 
Directive  which  would  require 
the  sale  of  dietary  supplements 
to  be  restricted  to  pharmacies 
on  a  prescription-only  basis. 


Adults  take  too  little 
exercise  for  a  healthy  life 


Pharmacists  should  watch 
for  OTC  price  cutting 


All  community  pharmacists  should 
keep  a  watchful  eye  on  the  market 
place  and  report  any  cut  pricing  on 
over-the-counter  medicines  to  the 
offices  of  the  Proprietary  Articles 
Trade  Association. 

That  was  the  message  from 
PATA  president  Eddie  Brown,  at 
the  annual  general  meeting  on  May 
21.  Mr  Brown  said  he  was  pleased 
with  the  current  level  of  remedial 
action  that  the  Association  was 
called  upon  to  take. 

The  PATA's  director  Gerry 
Harraway  told  how  new  systems  and 

FPA  leaflets 
in  Superdrug 

The  Family  Planning  Association 
leaflet,  "Your  choices: 
contraception  for  women  and  men" 
will  be  available  to  customers  at  14 
Superdrug  health  and  beauty  stores 
around  Britain. 

Superdrug  have  bought  28,000 
FPA  leaflets  which  explain  about 
the  eight  methods  of  contraception 
currently  available  plus  the  female 
condom,  due  out  this  year,  and  the 
vaginal  ring  which  should  be 
available  in  1993. 

The  FPA  says  it  is  pleased  a  High 
Street  retailer  is  to  stock  the  leaflet. 

Mary  Allen  of  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association  says 
that  any  campaign  to  increase 
public  awareness  and  information 
about  health  must  be  welcomed. 
She  pointed  out  that  the  Pharmacy 
Healthcare  scheme  had  distributed 
leaflets  on  contraception  in  April. 

"In  pharmacies  the  provision  of 
information  has  the  back-up  of  a 
trained  health  professional,  the 
pharmacist,"  she  said. 

The  PHS  leaflets  were 
accompanied  by  the  Scheme's 
Contraceptive  Handbook. 
However,  some  distribution 
problems  have  come  to  light 
following  an  article  in  the  NPA's 
June  supplement.  Any  pharmacists 
who  did  not  receive  a  copy  should 
contact  Saskia  Zeelenberg  at  the 
Royal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 


equipment  at  their  Watford  offices 
had  helped  ensure  that  prompt 
remedial  action  could  be  taken 
against  all  price  cutters  notified  to 
the  Association. 

During  1991,  the  number  of 
complaints  received  had  fallen  by 
approximately  10  per  cent  to  214 
compared  to  the  previous  year. 
However,  these  had  involved  some 
202  products,  up  55  per  cent  on 
1990. 

Mr  Harraway  also  unveiled  the 
PATA's  new  logo.  This  update  of 
image  reflected  the  thoughts  and 


aims  of  the  PATA  over  the  coming 
years,  he  said. 

Presentations  on  the  history  of 
the  PATA  and  the  legislation 
leading  to  Resale  Price 
Maintenance  were  now  regularly 
made  to  manufacturers  sales 
management  teams  and  to 
pre-registration  students  at 
universities  and  schools  of 
pharmacy. 

In  addition,  the  Association  plan 
to  man  display  stands  at 
forthcoming  wholesaler  trade  shows 
and  at  Chemex  in  September. 


Scottish 
executive 
elected 

At  the  annual  meeting  on  June  10, 
Mr  C.R.  Blythe,  Dr  J.E.  Bunney. 
Professor  G.  Calder,  Mrs  E.G. 
McConechy,  Mr  G.S.  Millar  and  Mr 
I.S.  Swanson  were  declared  elected 
to  the  Executive  of  the  Scottish 
Department. 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the 
Executive,  Mrs  P. A.  Duncan,  a 
Dundee  community  pharmacist, 
was  elected  chairman  for  1992-93. 
Mr  D.A.  Bolton,  the  chief 
administrative  pharmaceutical 
officer,  Lothian  Health  Board  was 
elected  vice-chairman. 


Things  are  looking  up  for  Fuji,  with  the  "Spirit  of  Fuji"  airship  due  to  arrive  in  Britain  on  June  24.  It  will  be 
flying  over  major  public  events  in  London  and  the  South  for  two  weeks.  "One  of  the  nice  things  about  the  airship 
is  that  it  makes  people  look  up,"  says  Fujifilm's  David  Honey.  "Economically  that's  just  what  Britain  needs." 

'Screen  all  adults  for  high  cholesterol' 


A  call  for  all  adults  to  have  their 
cholesterol  levels  measured  to  help 
identify  those  with  an  increased  risk 
of  coronary  heart  disease,  has  been 
made  by  a  leading  British  expert. 

Speaking  at  the  launch  of 
Parke-Davis'  Lipidwatch  service  for 
patients  and  health  professionals 
(C&D  last  week  pi 020),  Professor 
Barry  Ix-wis,  Emeritus  Professor  at 


Breast  campaign  launches 
information  bulletins 


"Breast  Pain  and  Cancer"  is  the  first 
in  a  series  of  information  bulletins 
on  breast  disease  to  be  launched  by 
the  Breast  Care  Campaign. 

Designed  to  give  medical  and 
healthcare  professionals  easy  access 
to  a  wide  range  of  information  on 
breast  disease,  the  bulletin's  are  said 
to  be  free  of  complex  jargon.  Both 
benign  and  malignant  breast 
disease  is  covered. 

The  first  bulletin  highlights  the 
misconception  that  breast  pain  is 


not  a  presenting  symptom  of 
cancer.  In  a  small  number  of  cases 
—  between  5  and  18  per  cent  — 
cancer  does  first  present  as  pain. 

Future  bulletins  will  include 
"HRT  and  Breast  Disease"  and 
"Breast  Problems  in  Premenstrual 
Syndrome". 

Medical  professionals  interested 
in  receiving  the  breast  bulletins  can 
write  to:  The  Breast  Care 
Campaign,  96  High  Street,  Marlow, 
Bucks  SL71AQ. 


the  University  of  London,  said  it  was 
his  view  that  selective  screening  had 
a  low  overall  success  rate. 

There  were  two  UK  schools  of 
thought  on  cholesterol  screening, 
he  told  the  meeting.  The  first  said 
that  all  adults  should  be  tested  while 
the  second  said  that  screening 
should  be  directed  at  those  with 
other  risk  factors  for  coronary  heart 
disease  such  as  high  blood  pressure, 
obesity  or  diabetes. 

However  Professor  Lewis  quoted 
one  study  of  12,000  people  which 
showed  that  if  testing  was  restricted 
to  those  with  one  or  more  risk 
factor,  one  in  five  people  with  a 
cholesterol  level  above  8  mmol  per 
litre  would  be  missed. 

If  time  or  economic  constraints 
prevented  universal  screening  then 
it  was  necessary  to  prioritise,  said 
Professor  Lewis.  First  priority 
should  go  to  people  with  known 
coronary  vascular  disease,  known 
diabetes  or  high  blood  pressure  and 
to  those  who  were  sufficiently 
motivated  to  ask  for  a  test. 

It  was  possible  for  coronary  artery 


disease  to  regress,  he  continued.  In 
one  study,  one  group  of  patients 
were  given  standard  care  but  no 
specific  lipid  advice,  a  second  group 
received  dietary  advice  and  a  third 
were  given  lipid  lowering  drugs. 

The  mean  diameter  of  the  arteries 
in  the  first  group  reduced,  in  the 
second  group  they  remained  the 
same  and  in  the  drug  treated  group 
the  diameter  become  larger.  In 
other  words  there  was  regression  of 
atherosclerosis.  Also, groups  two 
and  three  showed  a  reduced 
incidence  of  coronary  events. 

New  European  guidelines  for  tine 
prevention  of  coronary  heart 
disease  will  be  distributed  in  the 
Autumn,  said  Professor  Lewis. 
These  moved  away  from  the  idea  of 
lipid  target  levels  being  the  key  to 
which  treatment  was  appropriate 
towards  a  consideration  of  the 
overall  risk  for  that  patient. 

This  global  risk  was  determined 
by  the  interaction  of  all  risk  factors, 
most  of  which  were  not  either 
present  or  absent,  he  explained,  but 
occurred  to  differing  degrees. 


1082 


Chemist  &  Druggist  20  JUNE  1 992 


Giaxo  fund 
diploma 
extension 

Glaxo  Pharmaceuticals  are  to  fund 
an  extension  in  the  Diploma  in 
Clinical  Pharmacy  at  The  School  of 
Pharmacy  (University  of  London) 
for  a  two  year  period. 

The  money  will  help  to  expand 
the  course  to  meet  the  clinical  needs 
of  community  pharmacists,  and  has 
been  developed  in  conjunction  with 
the  four  Thames  and  East  Anglian 
Regional  Health  Authorities.  It  is 
also  envisaged  that  the  course  will 
include  wider  aspects  of  hospital 
pharmacy. 

Glaxo's  support  originally  helped 
launch  the  Dipl<  >ma  three  years  ago. 
Since  then  over  330  students  have 
ci  impleted  part  1 . 

"The  fact  that  the  School  has  so 
quickly  organised  one  of  the  UK's 
most  successful  postgraduate 
diplomas  is  a  credit  to  everyone 
involved,"  said  Mr  Glynn-Williams, 
deputy  managing  director  of  Glaxo 
Pharmaceuticals. 

"I'm  sure  that  the  exciting  new 
developments  planned  will  lead  to 
further  improvements  to  the 
effective  practice  of  clinical 
pharmacy  among  both  hospital  and 
community  pharmacists." 

Nl  blacklist 
update 

Regulations  which  came  into  effect 
in  Northern  Ireland  on  May  1 1  add 
Aspro  Paraclear  tablets  and  junior 
tablets  and  evening  primrose  oil 
capsules  to  the  blacklist. 

The  General  Medical  and 
Pharmaceutical  Services 
(Amendment)  Regulations  (NI) 
1992  (SIM  1992  No  200;  HMSO 
Belfast  1 .05)  also  remove  the  supply 
nl  oxygen  concentrators  and 
oxygen  concentrator  services  from 
the  general  pharmaceutical 
services,  as  the  award  of  these 
contracts  is  now  determined  by 
competitive  tendering. 

Women's 
careers 

The  UK  Inter-Professional  Group 
has  produced  a  leaflet  aimed  at 
attracting  young  women  into  the 
professions,  including  pharmacy. 

Called  "Professional  Careers  for 
Women"  the  leaflet  has  been 
distributed  to  schools  and  career 
libraries.  Each  profession  is  broken 
down  into  recruitment,  women's 
issues,  part-time  and  temporary 
work  and  working  from  home. 

Topics  highlighted  for  pharmacy 
include  the  fact  that  80  per  cent  of 
women  pharmacists  go  back  to 
some  kind  of  professional  work  after 
childbirth,  the  scope  for  part-time 
work,  and  the  National  Association 
of  Women  Pharmacists. 


Inter 

professional 

whistle 

blowing 

I  find  the  case  of  the  bogus  doctor 
trial  at  Leeds  crown  court  most 
disturbing.  It  is  amazing  that 
someone  could  apparently  pass 
themselves  off  undetected  as  a 
medical  practitioner  for  thirty 
years,  but  what  is  more 
unbelievable  is  that,  despite 
evidence  now  emerging  of 
persistent  irrational  prescribing, 
such  a  period  of  time  elapsed 
before  the  truth  emerged. 

There  mast  surely  come  a  point 
in  the  relationship  between 
pharmacist  and  doctor,  or 
vice-versa,  where  if  the  others' 
competence  to  practise  is  open  to 
question,  a  mechanism  should  exist 
for  that  competence  to  be 
discreetly  brought  to  the  attention 
of  an  investigatory  authority. 
I  realise  that  even  the  hint  of  an 
interprofessional  complaints 
procedure  will  produce  a  stampede 
to  man  the  barricades,  but  the 
safety  of  the  patients  must  be 
paramount.  If  both  professions 
stand  side  by  side,  like  ostriches 
with  their  heads  buried  in  the  sand, 
then  that  basic  patient  right  can 
never  be  properly  attained. 

Real  life,  not 
fantasies,  for 
consumers 

Most  ladies  do  not  have  to  be  told 
that  those  expensive  miracles  in 
exotic  tubes  they  plaster  all  over 
their  faces  are  in  reality  only  a 
product  manager's  fantasy,  but 
they  would  prefer  their  dreams  to 
the  cold  reality  of  a  Consumers' 
Association  report  (C&D  last  week 
pl021). 

One  of  the  pillars  of  the 
cosmetics  industry  is  the  premise 
that  the  perfection  of  nature  can  be 
improved  upon,  and  as  time 
marches  inexorably  onwards  the 
search  for  Faust-like  elixirs 
becomes  ever  more  frenetic.  The 
search  in  itself,  however,  is  no  bad 
thing  since  it  maintains  the  interest 


of  the  individual  in  their  own 
well-being,  and  I  would  much 
rather  deal  with  self-indulgent,  but 
vibrant  customers,  than  the  dull 
down-to-earth  reality  of  a  devout, 
Consumers'  Association  cynical 
realist.  We  all  know  now  that  the 
best  way  to  preserve  the  skin  is  to 
stay  out  of  the  sun,  rather  than 
resorting  to  ineffective  face  creams, 
but  life  would  quickly  lose  its 
excitement  if  the  brain  always 
overuled  the  heart.  No  ladies  — 
ignore  the  CA  and  indulge  your 
fantasies  —  dreams  are  good  for 
the  soul,  and  especially  good  for 
my  wallet! 

In  the  same  edition  of  this 
particular  issue  of  Which?  Way  to 
Healtli,  the  Consumers' 
Association  discovered  that,  for 
most  people,  the  way  a  label  is 
phrased  invariably  produces 
ambiguity,  but  having  criticised  our 
labels,  they  were  then  unable  to 
pr<  iduce  a  better  response  from 
their  own  redesigning.  Stalemate! 
But  what  was  not  mentioned,  was 
that  this  clearly  shows  the  vital 
nature  of  the  counselling  role  of 
the  pharmacist 

I  know  I  am  often  accused  by  my 
staff  of  suffering  from  verbal 
diarrhoea,  but  at  least  all  patients 
when  they  leave  my  pharmacy  have 
had  that  label  very  clearly 
explained  to  them,  with  the  parting 
shot  where  necessary  of:  "...and  if 
you  do  not  understand,  just  phone 
and  I  will  explain  again".  However 
clear  the  label,  however  informative 
the  leaflet,  nothing  can  substitute 
for  that  patient  contact  which  is 
such  a  vital  feature  of  community 
pharmacy. 

Multiple  or 
independent 
—  different 
perspectives 

Any  interview  with  a 
superintendent  pharmacist  of 
Boots  must  introduce  an  element 
of  contradiction,  because  true 
altruism  cannot  exist  in  a 
competitive  environment.  The 
interview  published  last  week  with 
Marshall  Davies  (C&D  June  13 
pl()43)  was  no  exception,  with  a 
strong  impression  emerging  of 


Topical 
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what  is  good  for  Boots  must 
therefore,  perse,  be  good  for  the 
profession  of  pharmacy. 

Likewise  I,  as  an  independent 
contractor  pharmacist,  will  express 
opinions  which  are  at  divergence 
with  the  corporate  policy  of  large 
companies,  and  designed  to 
maintain  my  own  viability.  Where  I 
differ  from  Mr  Davies  and  his 
multiple  counterparts  is  that  I  am 
happy  to  be  a  part  of  the  dog,  with 
no  ambitions  to  be  its  tail.  The 
inevitability  of  big  business  is  that  it 
can  never  be  satisfied  with  the 
status  quo,  and  by  constantly 
striving  for  greater  commercial 
control,  it  destroys  any  opposition 
in  its  path. 

It  is  here  that  the  conflict  of 
professional  interest  must  arise, 
because  the  Royal  Pharmaceutical 
Society  cannot  be  seen  to  be  led  by 
vested  interest  power  groups, 
whose  commercial  muscle  is  used 
to  produce  an  impotent  Society 
with  unenforceable,  meaningless 
policies,  where  the  resultant 
vacuum  can  then  be  exploited  by 
the  strongest  for  their  own 
commercial  gain. 

The  development  of  community 
pharmacy  is  an  evolutionary 
process,  responding  to  many 
changes,  but  whose  primary 
motivation  mast  be  the  welfare  of 
the  patient.  Boots  have  often 
credibily  led  by  example,  and 
thereby  strengthened  the 
profession,  but  their  present 
initiatives  with  residential  homes, 
patient  registration  cards  and 
collection  services,  verge  on  the 
commercially  arrogant  and 
threaten  to  destroy  the  consensus 
without  which  the  Society  cannot 
effectively  operate. 
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Counter  points 


Cupal's  effervescent 
ibuprofen 


Cupal  have  launched  an 
effervescent  tablet  form  of 
ibuprofen.  Each  tablet 
contains  200mg  of  active 
drug  and  must  be  dissolved 
in  half  a  glass  of  water 
(lOOml).The  tablets  dissolve 
more  rapidly  in  warm  water 
or  if  stirred. 

Cuprofen  tablets  have 
been  specially  formulated  for 
rapid  solution.  Results  of 
dissolution  tests  from  Cupal 
suggest  that  approximately 
90  per  cent  of  ibuprofen  in 
Cuprofen  is  released  within 
approximately  10  minutes. 

Indications  for  Cuprofen 
are  as  for  ibuprofen  and 
include  the  relief  of 
rheumatic,  muscular,  dental 
and  period  pain,  backache, 
lumbago,  fibrositis, 
neuralgia,  migraine  and 
headache,  and  the 
symptomatic  relief  of  colds, 
flu  and  feverishness.  The 
recommended  dosage  for 
adults  and  children  over  12 
years  is  an  initial  dose  of  two 
tablets  followed  by  further 
doses  of  one  or  two  tablets 


every  four  hours  it  required. 
The  maximum  daily  dose  is 
six  tablets  in  24  hours.  The 
tablets  are  not  suitable  for 
children  under  12  years  of 
age. 

Cuprofen  effervescent 
tablets  are  suitable  for 
patients  who  have  difficulty 
swallowing  tablets.  As  with 
other  ibuprofen 
preparations  they  should  be 
taken  after  food. 


Cuprofen  soluble  is 
available  from  Unichem  and 
will  be  available  shortly  from 
Vestric.  Giant  display 
cartons  are  available  from 
Cupal  representatives.  Press 
advertising  will  run  from 
September-March  1993. 

Recommended  retail 
prices  for  Cuprofen  soluble 
are  12s,  £1.25  and  24s, 
£1.99.  Cupal  Ltd.  Tel: 
0254  675028. 


Milupa  first  with  fat 
blend 


Milupa  claim  a  world  first 
with  the  development  of  a  fat 
blend  for  habymilks  which 
most  closely  resembles 
breast  milk. 

The  blend,  Milupan, 
provides  omega-6  and 
omega-3  long  chain  fatty 
acids  in  similar  proportions 
to  those  in  breastmilk.  The 
combination  will  be  added 
first  to  the  company's 
pre-term  formula,  Prematil, 
as  research  has  shown  that 
premature  babies  are  less 
able  to  synthesise  these 
compounds  from  the  diet 
alone. 

The  long  chain  fatty  acids, 
present  in  breast  milk,  are 
necessary  for  the 
development  of  the  nervous 
system.  During  the  last  three 
months  of  pregnancy,  the 
baby's  neuronal  tissue 
develops  more  than  five 
times  and  60  per  cent  of  this 
is  lipid  containing  the  vital 
compounds.  If  a  baby  is  born 
too  early  it  will  not  be  able  to 
absorb  these  long-chain 
lipids  in  the  womb. 

Last  year,  the  European 
Society  of  Paediatric 
Gastro-enterologisLs  and 


Nutritionists  recommended 
that  formulas  for  low 
birthweight  infants  should 
be  enriched  with  the  lipids. 

Previous  attempts  to 
extract  the  correct  balance 
of  omega-6  and  omega-3 
compounds  from  fish  oils 
have  been  unsuccessful.  But 
Milupa  scientists  have  now 
managed  to  achieve  this 
using  eggs  from  chickens  fed 
on  a  special  diet. 

Next  month  Prematil  with 
Milupan  will  be  available  in 
90ml  ready-to-feed  bottles 
for  use  in  hospitals  and  new 
400g  tins  of  granulated 
powder  (£4.99),  available 
through  hospitals  and 
pharmacies  only. 

Milupa  have  applied  for 
Prematil  with  Milupan  to  be 
included  on  the  Drug  Tariff 
as  a  specialist  nutritional 
product.  The  company 
hopes  to  use  the  new  fat 
blend  in  Aptamil  from  early 
next  year,  subject  to 
successful  completion  of 
clinical  trials. 

Advertising  and  mailing  to 
health  professionals  will 
start  from  July.  Milupa  Ltd. 
Tel:  081-573  9966. 


Farley's  have  produced  a  booklet  for  parents  travelling  with 
their  baby.  Called  "Get  set,  go",  the  booklet  provides 
information  and  advice  for  parents,  including  how  to  carry 
the  baby,  how  to  travel,  what  to  take  on  the  trip  and  what  to 
expect  from  the  services  available.  The  booklet  will  be 
available  to  pharmacists  this  Summer  in  a  counter  top 
dispenser.  It  will  also  be  available  from  British  Airways 
Travel  Shops  throughout  the  UK.  Crookes  Healthcare.  Tel: 
0602 507431. 


Safer 
bathtime 
with 
Splash 

New  for  the  babycare  market 
are  two  products  from 
Goon's  —  Splash  Mate  baby 
bath  and  Musipot  musical 
potty. 

Splash  Mate  is  a  safety  bed 
that  is  placed  inside  the  baby 
bath,  which  allows  the 
parent  both  hands  free  to 
bath  the  baby.  A  pillow 
keeps  the  baby's  head  above 
the  water.  The  bed  will  dry 
in  30  minutes,  says  the 
company,  and  will  not 
disintegrate  with  use.  It 
retails  at  £12.99. 

Musipot  plays  a  selection 
of  nursery  rhymes  to 
encourage  babies  to  use  the 
potty.  It  has  a  high  splash 
guard  and  is  suitable  for 
boys  and  girls  and  comes  in 
a  choice  of  white,  pink  or 
blue,  each  decorated  with 
cartoon  characters.  Musipot 
retails  at  £9.99.  Shofield 
Ltd  (distributors). 
Tel:  081-550  4933. 


Babysaf  e  additions 


Cannon  Babysafe  have 
introduced  two  new  types  of 
Breast  Pads  to  their  range. 

The  new  disposable  breast 
pads  are  said  to  be 
slip-resistant,  soft  and 
comfortable  to  wear  with 
high  absorbancy.  A  box  of 


40  retails  at  £2.24. 

New  washable  breast  pads 
are  said  to  have  the  same 
advantages  as  the  disposable 
pads,  but  can  be  washed.  A 
pack  of  six  retails  at  £4.65. 
Cannon  Babvsafe  Ltd. 
Tel:  0787  280191. 


Carter-Wallace  are  promoting  their  First  Response  range 
with  Press  advertising  which  focuses  on  a  real  life  couple. 
The  sepia  portrait  of  the  couple  shows  the  woman  at  six 
months  pregnant  with  the  slogan  "You  heard  if  first  from 
us".  The  advertisement  promotes  the  1 -Minute  pregnancy 
test  and  forms  part  of  a  £250,000  campaign.  It  will  feature 
in  a  selection  of  women's  magazines.  Carter-Wallace  Ltd. 
Tel:  0303  850661. 


1084 


Chemist  &  Druggist  20  JUNE  1 992 


Our  Ready^-Feed  has  got 
something  up  its  sleeve 

BRIGHT 
NBWLOOKf 


The  boxes  have  gone  and  and  in  their  place  are  bright, 
new,  colour-coded  sleeves. 

Nutrilon  Premium,  in  green,  and  Nutrilon  Plus,  in 
blue,  make  a  colourful  display  that's  guaranteed  to 
attract  parents  in  droves  this  Summer. 

Cow  &  Gate  Ready-To-Feed  babymilks  are  more  'ready' 
than  any  others.  So  don't  get  caught  out  -  get  stocks  in. 


Ready 


Set 


No  carton  to  open.  No  mixing 
required.  In  short,  no  more  fuss. 


8 


nutrilon 

PREMIUM* 

^titionalfy 
^Pkte,  sterilised 
^rmdy-to-jeed 
hahmilk  T\. 

•  F 


Just  attach  sterile  teat  unit 

(Bottles  compatible  with  most  makes  of  teat  units) 


It's  Readv-To-Feed 


Breastmilk  is  the  best  food  for  babies.  The  purpose  of  infant  milk  formula  is  to  replace  breastmilk  when  a  mother  cannot,  or 
chooses  not  to  breastfeed.  The  cost  of  infant  milk  formula  should  be  considered,  and  medical  advice  taken,  before  deciding 
how  to  feed  a  baby. 

Cow  &  Gate  Ltd.,  Trowbridge,  Wiltshire  BAH  OXQ.  Tel:  0225  768381 


niort 
PLUS- 

l0rnPhte,  sterilised 
ynady-to-feed 

(  :.d  ■ 


The  Babyfeeding  Specialists 


New  additions  to 
Azzaro  stable 


The  Azzaro  fragrance 
collection  has  been 
expanded  with  the  addition 
of  a  new  scent  for  women, 
Azzaro  9. 

With  a  bouquet  of  nine 
flowers  —  mimosa,  broom, 
orange  blossom,  jasmine, 
tuberose,  ylang  ylang,  violet, 
wild  iris  and  water  hyacinth 
—  combined  with  vetiver, 
sandlewood  and  vanilla,  the 
fragrance  has  a  freshness 
combined  with  subtlety,  says 
the  company. 

To  complement  the  new 
fragrance,  a  fan-shaped 
bottle  of  frosted  glass,  off  set 
by  a  thin  black  ribbon  tied  at 
the  neck  and  an  elegant 
slate  grey  Azzaro  signature, 
has  been  designed  for  the 
eau  de  parfum  (50ml  spray 
£28.00.  100ml  spray  £41.00, 
50ml  splash  £26.00)  and  the 
eau  de  toilette  (50ml  spray 
£25,  100ml  £37;  50ml 
splash  £23,  100ml  £34). 

A  perfume  extract  is  also 
available,  presented  in  a 


contrasting  black  fan  shaped 
bottle  (12ml  £47.00),  as  are 
bath  and  shower  gels 
(£16.00),  soap  (£8.00),  body 


lotion  (£22.00)  and 
deodorant  spray  (£16.00). 
Prestige  &  Collections 
Ltd.  Tel:  081-979  6699. 


French  chic  from 
Dream  Nails 


Dream  Nails  have  extended 
their  range  of  manicure 
products  to  include  a  French 
Manicure  kit. 

French  Manicure 
comprises  three  bottles  of 
nail  enamel  with  a  choice  of 
base  colours,  Barely  Beige 


and  Barely  Pink,  and  Polar 
white  to  paint  the  half-moon. 

The  pack  retails  at  £4.75 
and  is  available  in  a  display 
outer  holding  ten  packs. 
Spectrum  Consumer 
Products  (distributors). 
Tel:  081-523  5522. 


Kanebo 
add  to 
Sensai 
skincare 

Kanebo  have  added  two 
products  to  their  Sensai 
Extra  Performance  range, 
UV  Repair  Active  Spot 
Control  and  Anti-Ageing 
Recovery  Concentrate. 

UV  Repair  Active  Spot 
Control  includes 
Scavenger-S,  a  combination 
of  ingrendients  including 
saponin;  Super  Active  C 
(vitamin  C)  and  apricot 
essence  B15.  The  product 
retails  at  £49. 

Anti-Ageing  Recovery 
Concentrate  (£100)  contains 
Bio  cell-activator,  a  type  of 
amino  acid  found  in  the 
spinach  beet;  apricot 
essence  B15;  L-Serine 
L-Threonine  silk 
components;  macademia  oil 
and  oil  soluble  kanzou 
essence.  Kanebo  Cosmetics 
UK  Ltd.  Tel:  0635  46362. 


Cleaner  air 


Kenwood  have  introduced 
an  electronic  air  cleaner, 
a  filter  said  to  be  effective 
against  pollen,  dust,  smoke 
and  bacteria. 

Airscreen  600  (AC600) 
uses  a  four-stage  filtration 
system.  Stage  one  uses  a 
pre-filter  to  remove  large 
particles  while  the  second 
stage  involves  an  electronic 
collector  cell  to  remove 


pollution  particles  down  to 
0.01  micro.  Stage  three  is  a 
charcoal  filter  to  reduce 
odour  and  four  is  an  ioniser. 

The  Airscreen  (£99.99) 
has  a  three-speed  fan  and 
the  filter  is  washable, 
eliminating  the  need  for 
replacement  cartridges.  The 
machine  cleans  up  to  183 
msq  per  hour.  Kenwood 
Ltd.  Tel:  0705  476000. 


Two  for 
one  offer 

Elida  Gibbs  are  promoting 
Cream  Silk  this  Summer 
with  a  two  for  the  price  of 
one  offer.  During  July  and 
August  consumers  will  be 
offered  two  200ml  bottles  of 
Cream  Silk's  new  2  in  1  for 
the  price  of  one,  effectively 
saving  £1.99.  Elida  Gibbs. 
Tel:  071-486  1200. 


Andrea  gets  wax 
additions 


Original  Additions  are 
extending  their  Andrea 
range  of  bleaches  and 
depilatories  to  include  wax 
treatments. 

Drawing  on  their  salon 
expertise  the  company  has 
introduced  water  dispersible 
wax,  a  first  for  the  retail 
sector,  say  Original 
Additions.  There  are  two 
products  —  wax  strips  and 
cream  wax. 

Wax  strips  is  a  pack  of  ten 
reusable  "wash  off  with 


water"  wax  strips  and  a  15ml 
tube  of  nourishing  after 
cream. 

Natural  cream  wax 
contains  a  50ml  tube  of 
cream  wax  with  an 
applicator  nozzle  that  is 
either  microwaveable  or  can 
be  heated  in  hot  water.  It 
comes  with  ten  fabric  strips 
and  a  15ml  tube  of 
nourishing  cream.  Both 
products  retail  at  £3.95. 
Original  Additions. 
Tel:  081-573  9907. 


Kanebo 's  foggy 
Autumn  theme 


Foggy  Tokyo  is  the  theme 
for  Kanebo 's  Autumn- 
Winter  '92  cosmetics 
collection,  a  mix  of  rich, 
smokey  shades. 

The  collection  is  split  into 
two  themes:  Foggy  Avenue 
and  Foggy  Bay.  Foggy 
Avenue  features  new  Bio 
Magic  Eye  Colour  (£6.45)  in 
grey,  purple  and  yellow; 
cheeks  are  coloured  in  new 
Bio  Cheek  Colours  (£7.25) 
wine  and  brown:  and  lips  in 


Bio  Lipstick  (£16.75)  Viola, 
a  smokey  wine  shade. 
Matching  Bio  Excellent  Nail 
Colour  (£7.75)  is  available. 

Foggy  Bay  focuses  on  a 
brown-red  lipstick,  Brunella, 
while  eyes  are  coloured 
green,  olive,  purple  and 
gold.  For  cheeks  there  is 
brown  and  wine  blusher. 
Matching  nail  enamel  is 
available. 

Kanebo  Cosmetics  UK  Ltd. 
Tel:  0635  46362. 


Right  Guard  returns 


The  second  burst  of  the 
Right  Guard  £3.7  million 
advertising  campaign  has 
broken  with  a  major 
television  advertising 
campaign  on  all  channels,  in 
all  regions. 
The  commercials  continue 


with  the  fun  theme, 
conveying  the  message  that 
whatever  worries  you  may 
have,  you  don't  have  to 
worry  about  perspiration 
with  Right  Guard.  Gillette 
UK  Ltd.  Tel:  081-560 
1234. 


Oris  Beauty  Products  have  introduced  the  Epilady  cordless 
Detangler  &  Massager  brush  (£12.95).  It  is  a  hairbrush 
which  has  flexible,  moving  bristles  to  detangle  hair  and 
revitalise  the  scalp,  says  the  company.  It  is  water  resistant, 
cordless  and  lightweight.  It  is  best  used  when  hair  is  damp 
or  lightly  dried  and  runs  on  two  AA  size  batteries. 
Oris  Beauty  Products.  Tel:  081-885  2999. 
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Unlike  rafting  agents, 
Asilone  neutralises  excess 
acid,  the  cause  of 
indigestion  and  heartburn. 

The  balanced  formula  of 
Asilone  Liquid  provides  triple 
action:  quick  and  lasting 
relief  of  indigestion, 
heartburn  and  wind  (Asilone 
contains  dimethicone,  an 
effective  treatment  for 
flatulence).  By  contrast, 
rafting  agents  and  many 
antacids  offer  little  relief 
from  wind. 

Asilone  is  also  extremely 
low  in  sodium  which  makes 
it  suitable  for  people  on  low- 
sodium  diets  -  unlike  most 
rafting  agents  and  many 
other  antacids. 

These  are  some  of  the 
reasons  why  doctors 
prescribe  Asilone.  And  why 
you  should  recommend  it  for 
indigestion,  heartburn  and 
wind. 


Asilone 

Available  only  from  pharmacies 

Relieves  the  symptoms 
by  treating  the  cause. 


Asilone  Liquid  E3ch  5ml  contains  dried  aluminium  hydroxide  BP  420mg,  light  magnesium  oxide  BP  70mg,  activated  dimethicone  135mg 
To  obtain  a  free  sample  and  a  comprehensive  Professional  Guide,  write  to   Asilone  Information  Pack,  PO  Box  12,  Nottingham  NG7  2GB 


FOR 


AND 


RECOMMEND 


Sudocrem 


ANTISEPTIC  HEALING  CREAM 
Cuts  and  Grazes 


Win  a  car  with 
Lucozade 


Smithkline  Beecham  are 
promoting  Lucozade  250ml 
bottles  this  Summer  with 
a  competition  where 
consumers  can  win  prizes 
including  15  Vauxhall  Astra 
2.0i  convertibles,  10,000 
baseball  caps  and  free 
bottles  of  Lucozade. 

To  enter,  all  that  the 
consumer  has  to  do  is  check 
the  cap  of  a  promotional 
250ml  bottle  to  see  if  they 
have  won.  Even  if  they  have 
not  picked  a  winner,  they 


can  still  enter  the  free  prize 
draw  to  win  a  car.  The 
closing  date  is  May  31  next 
year. 

To  launch  the  promotion 
Smithkline  Beecham  are 
running  a  television 
campaign  for  four  weeks, 
starting  June  22.  This  will  be 
supplemented  by  coverage 
in  the  London  area  on 
Capital  Radio. 
Smithkline  Beecham 
Consumer  Brands. 
Tel:  081-560  5151. 


On  TV  Next  Week 


GTV  Grampian 
B  Border 
BSB  British  Sky 
C  Central 

CTV  Channel  Islands 


C4  Channel  4 
U  Ulster 
G  Granada 
A  Anglia 
TSW  South  West 


TV-am  Breakfast 
Television 

STV  Scotland  (central) 

Y  Yorkshire 

HTV  Wales  &  West 


LWT  London  Weekend    TTV  Thames  Television    TVS  South 

TT  Tyne  Tees 


Aquafresh  Flex  toothbrush: 

All  areas 

Aquafresh  toothpaste: 

All  areas 

Allereze: 

TV-am 

Ambre  Solaire: 

All  areas 

Andrews  Antacid: 

All  areas  except  GTV 

Benylin: 

TV-am 

BodyformPIus: 

All  areas  except  G,C,CTV,C4 

Braun  Style 'n  Go: 

All  areas 

Colgate  Great  Regular  Flavour:                       All  areas 

Colour  confidence:       GTV,B,Y,C,A,TVS,LWT,TT  &  C4 

Finesse:                 STV,  G,  C,  A,  CTV,  TSW,  TVS,  C4 

Gillette  Sensor: 

All  areas 

Hawiian  Tropic  Suncare: 

C,TVS 

Hero: 

All  areas  except  TV-am 

Immac: 

All  areas  except  LWT  &  TVS 

Lynx  Bodyspray: 

All  areas  except  TV-am 

Macleans  Active  Mouthguard: 

All  areas 

Macleans  toothpaste: 

All  areas 

Optrex:            All  areas  except  GTV,STV,C4  &  TV-am 

Panadol  Extra: 

TV-am 

Ponds  Hydro  Nourishing: 

All  areas  except  U 

Remegel: 

TV-am 

Salon  Selectives:          All  areas  except  GTV,  STV,  B,  Y, 

TTV,  TT,  TV-am 

Slim-Fast: 

All  areas 

Solpadeine: 

All  areas 

Supersoft  3  Weather: 

All  areas 

Synergie: 

All  areas 

Timotei  Honey  shampoo: 

All  areas  except  TV-am 

Ultra  Togs: 

TV-am 

Wella  Balsam  shampoo  &  conditioner  range:  Y 

Wella  Balsam  Wash  &  Care  3  in  1 :  Y 

Wrigley's  Extra  &  Orbit: 


All  areas 
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Sugar  free 
gum  from 
Clorets 

Warner  Lambert 
Confectionery  have 
launched  a  new  sugar  free 
Clorets  chewing  gum. 

The  gum  will  allow  Clorets 
to  benefit  from  the  growth  in 
the  sugar  free  sector, 
Warner  Lambert  say.  To 
coincide  with  the  launch  the 
the  whole  Clorets  range  has 
been  repackaged. 

The  new  gum  and  Clorets 
sugar  free  mints  are 
packaged  in  white,  retaining 
the  Clorets  logo.  Clorets 
regular  chewing  gum  has 
been  re-packaged  in  dark 
green  in  line  with  Clorets 
regular  mints.  The  new  gum 
will  retail  at  28p  for  a  ten 
pellet  pack.  Warner 
Lambert.  Tel:  0703 
620500. 

New  size 
Colgate 

Colgate  Tartar  Control 
Formula  and  Colgate  Gum 
Protection  Formula  are  now 
available  in  a  tube  size  of 
100ml  and  case  sizes  of  24. 

The  reduction  in  case  size 
from  36  to  24  reduces  stock 
holding  for  the  pharmacist. 
Colgate  Gum  Protection 
Formula  will  retail  at  £1 .49 
and  the  Tartar  Control 
Formula  at  £1.29. 

Throughout  June  all 
Colgate  toothpastes  will  be 
available  to  pharmacists  at 
special  prices  from  Unichem 
and  Vestric  booklets. 
Colgate-Palmolive.  Tel: 
0483  302222. 

Kardio 
Kaps 

Health  Dynamics  have 
launched  a  new  supplement 
that  combines  the  benefits 
of  garlic  and  fish  oil. 

Kardio- Kaps  are 
distributed  by  Brewhurst 
Health  Food  Supplies. 
Trade  price  for  6  x  60 
capsules  is  £20.05,  with  an 
RRP  of  £5.95.  Brewhurst 
Health  Food  Supplies. 
Tel:  0932  354211. 

Extra  Libra 

Sancella  are  offering  33  per 
cent  extra  in  packs  of  Libra 
Pursepacks,  with  24  towels 
for  the  price  of  18. 

The  offer  runs  from  July 
on  the  regular  and  super 
variants  while  stocks  last. 
Packs  will  be  flashed  to 
emphasise  the  offer. 
Scott  Ltd.  Tel:  0342 
327191. 


Farley's  sponsors 
Tommy's  Petit  Prix 


Farley's  have  announced 
that  they  are  sponsoring  the 
Petit  Prix,  the  latest 
fundraising  venture  for 
Tommy's  Campaign. 

Tommy's  aims  to  raise  £5 
million  to  help  establish  a 
national  centre  for  foetal 
health  at  St  Thomas's 
Hospital  in  London. 

Tommy's  Petit  Prix  is  a 
celebrity  car  race,  staged  as 
an  integral  part  of  the  1992 
British  Grand  Prix,  which  is 
to  be  held  on  Sunday,  July 
12  at  Silverstone  race 
course. 


Celebrities  who  have 
already  agreed  to  take  part 
in  the  fundraising  activity 
include  Michael  Douglas, 
Jimmy  Nail  and  Jason 
Donovan. 

Farley's  will  be  sponsoring 
a  customised  Honda  Civic 
car  which  will  be  driven  by  a 
celebrity  driver  to  be 
announced  at  a  later  date. 
There  will  be  extensive 
coverage  of  the  Petit  Prix 
with  the  BBC  televising  the 
event  at  11.45am  on  July  12. 
Crookes  Healthcare  Ltd. 
Tel:  0602  507431. 


Celtic  Chocolates  are  launching  a  chocolate  for  diabetics. 
Cordialle  uses  fructose  and  is  made  with  real  chocolate.  It 
will  be  available  in  a  35g  bar  (£0.49).  A  counter  display  unit 
is  available.  Celtic  Chocolates  Ltd.  Tel:  0745  887867. 


Tixylix 


NOW  No,  1 

Tixylix  is  now  the  No.  1  paediatric 
cough  and  cold  brand  with  over  30% 
of  the  market*  and  Tixylix  Original  is 
now  your  best  selling  Children's 
Cough  product. 

Over  the  last  year  sales  of  the  Tixylix 
range  have  increased  by  47%  -  and 
we're  still  growing* 

Go  right  to  the  top  when  you 
recommend  a  treatment  for 
children's  coughs  and  colds  - 
make  sure  it's  from  the  Tixylix 
range,  now  No.  1  in  the  UK. 

Intercare  Products  Ltd, 
7  The  Business  Centre,  Molly 
Millars  Lane,  Wokingham, 
Berks.  RG11 2QZ. 
Telephone:  0734  790345.  <Qpt 


Tixylix 

Soothes 
children's 
coughs  to 
sleep 


<9 
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Tixylix 

Daytime 

Soothes 
children's 
coughs  at 
school 
and  play 


FOR  I  TO  10  YEAR  OLDS 


Tixylix 

Cough  &  Cold 

Relieves  cold 
symptoms 
Soothes 
coughs 


FOR  1  TO  10  YEAR  OLDS 


10 

capsules 

Clears 
children's 
blocked 

noses 


hxyhx 

Decongestant 
Inhalant 
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Tixylix.  Your  No.  1  paediatric  cough  and  cold  brand.  (Intercare)  A 

Tixylix  ■  = 


•Nielsen  Children's  CCIR  Mar/Apr  '92. 
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'Liquid  Assets'  offer 
from  Macleans 


Macleans  Active 
Mouthguard  is  now  featuring 
an  on-pack  offer  with  a 
difference.  The  "Liquid 
Assets"  promotion  uses 
computer  technology  to 
inform  users  instantly 
whether  they  have  won 
£500,  £10,  £5  or  a  year's 
supply  of  Macleans. 

A  specially  designed 
sticker  featuring  a  design  of 
dots  is  sealed  under  the  cap 
of  each  300ml  or  600ml 
promotional  bottle  and 
hides  a  coded  letter.  It  is 
revealed  when  the  user 
half-fills  the  dispensing  cup 
with  mouthwash. 

Over  3,000  consumers  will 
win  prizes  totalling  £20,000 
in  this  promotion,  which 
begins  mid-June. 
Smithkline  Beecham.  Tel: 
081-5605151. 


*naclea0 

Mouth 


Crookes  are  supporting  Sweetex  granulated  with  a  new 
Press  campaign.  Aimed  at  slimmers  and  healthy  eaters,  it 
shows  a  bowl  of  strawberries  sprinkled  with  the  product, 
and  the  strapline  "Now  Sweetex  goes  where  sugar  used  to". 
The  advert  will  appear  in  a  selection  of  magazines.  Sweetex 
will  also  be  supported  by  television  advertising  during  July 
and  August.  Crookes  Healthcare.  Tel:  0602  507431. 


Green 

Summer 

offers 

Montagne  Jeunesse  are 
offering  consumers  50p  off 
their  range  of  body 
moisturisers  until  the  end  of 
July. 

A  special  counter  display 
unit  has  been  designed  to 
highlight  the  offer.  The  unit 
holds  12  body  moisturisers. 
The  offer  is  on  the  250ml 
size  of  Apricot  Oil,  Evening 
Primrose  Oil  and  Ylang 
Ylang  moisturisers. 

For  August  and 
September  the  company  are 
offering  consumers  50p  off 
their  range  of  shower  gels, 
body  conditioning  shampoos 
and  body  scrubs. 

The  special  offer  will  run 
on  Montagne  Jeunesse 
Ylang  Ylang  and  Orange 
Spice  shower  gels,  Lotus 
Blossom  body  conditioning 
shampoo  and  Seaweed  & 
Mineral  body  scrub.  Addis 
Ltd.  Tel:  0992  584421. 


STRESSED? 


HEATH  ^HEATHER 


Becalm 
Tablets 

A  traditional  herbal 
remedy  to  aid  relaxation 
from  everyday  stresses 

9  0  TABLETS 

HERB  SPECIALISTS 


Distributed 
by  Healthcrafts  Limited 


Summer  trial  sizes  for 
Louis  Marcel 


Trial  sizes  of  three  Louis 
Marcel  products  will  be 
available  to  consumers  this 
Summer. 

Trial  size  Stripwax  (£0.59) 
contains  five  strips  of  wax; 
Hair  Removal  Cream  (15ml 
£0.49)  comes  in  a  sachet; 
Bikini  Smooth  (£0.99) 


comes  in  a  twin  sachet 
containing  hair  remover 
cream  and  skin  balm. 

The  trial  sizes  will  be 
presented  in  display  outers 
holding  an  assortment  of  24 
sachets.  Sara  Lee 
Household  &  Personal 
Care.  Tel:  0753  523971. 


removes 

for  weeKs 


Vichy's  body  milk  gets 
velvet  touch 


Vichy  have  relaunched  their 
Body  Milk  as  Hydra-Velours, 
with  an  improved 
formulation  and  packaging. 

Hydra-Velours  is  enriched 
with  sesame  oil  and  collagen 
and  is  said  to  leave  skin 
smooth  and  moisturised  for 
24  hours.  It  has  a  light  citrus 
fragrance,  is  non-greasy  and 


easily  absorbed,  say  Vichy.  It 
contains  a  new  hydrating 
agent,  based  on  acacia 
honey. 

The  bottle  echoes  the  new 
Vichy  shape  and  has  a 
tamper  evident  seal.  It  will 
retail  at  £7.75  for  a  200ml 
bottle.  Cosmetique  Active. 
Tel:  0235  526747. 


New  reds 

Wella  have  added  two 
shades  of  red  to  the  Colour 
Confidence  range. 

Rich  Mahogany  gives  a 
warm,  deep  red  tone  and 
Rich  Warm  Auburn  adds  a 
russet  tone,  say  Wella. 

To  support  Colour 
Confidence  Wash  Out 
Colour  Wella  have  extended 
their  Press  advertising 
campaign.  Wella  GB.  Tel: 
0256  20202. 


It's  a  give 
away! 

Ever  Ready  are  giving  away 
£60,000  in  an  on-pack 
promotion  campaign  for 
their  Gold  Seal  batteries. 

Consumers  can  participate 
in  a  £1,000  prize  draw, 
which  will  select  five  winners 
each  week  from  June  15  for 
1 1  weeks.  POS  material  is 
available.  Ever  Ready.  Tel: 
081-882  8661. 


Free  Film 

Swains  are  offering  20 
Kodacolour  VR100  CP135-24 
free  for  every  60  Kodacolour 
Gold  bought.  For  every  100 
films  bought  a  free  Fotima  fun 
bag  is  available,  while  for  300 
extended  credit  to  August  20, 
together  with  the  above. 
Swains  Intl.  Tel:  0485 
533393. 

Opas  is  back 

Rybar  Laboratories  have 
announced  that  Opas  tablets 
are  readily  available  from 
wholesalers.  The  new  packs 
contain  80  tablets  (£2.25)  in 
four  rolls  of  20s  (£0.60). 
Rybar  Labs  Ltd.  Tel:  0494 
732741. 

Silk  Epil 

Braun  would  like  to  point  out 


that  the  new  Silk  Epil  Duo 
(EE10)  (Counterpoints  May  2) 
replaces  the  old  Silk  Epil 
(EE1)  and  will  retail  at  £39.99. 
Braun  UK  Ltd.  Tel:  0932 
785611. 

Braun  campaign 

Braun  are  advertising  their 
new  Style  'n  Go  gas  styler  in  a 
national  cinema  campaign  for 
eight  weeks  from  July  10.  This 
will  be  supplemented  by  Press 
advertising.  Braun  UK  Ltd. 
Tel:  0932  785611. 

Flask  addition 

Aladdin  Industries  have 
launched  1.6  litre  versions  of 
their  Paris  and  London  glass 
insulated  flasks.  The  new  size 
flasks  will  retail  at  £9.99  each. 
Aladdin  Industries  Ltd. 
Tel:  0442  235858. 
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THEY  USED  TO 
SAY  TOO 
MUCH  TELEVISION 
WAS  BAD 
FOR  YOUR  EYES. 


CUCUMBERS 


HYPNOSIS 


CELEBS 


I'M  WISHING 


They  used  to  say  too  much  television  was  bad  for  your  eyes.  Ironic  isn't  it?  To  show  how  Optrex 
helps  soothe  sore  and  tired  eyes,  we're  using  one  of  the  major  causes.  Television.  We're  spending  over 
£2  million  on  a  series  of  commercials  that  has  had  everyone  glued  to  their  sets. 

We  have  already  aired  five  of  the  commercials,  with  three  more  to  appear  this  June 
and  again  in  August.  To  make  sure  it's  not  too  much  of  a  strain  on  the  eyes,  we  are  also 
making  new  radio  commercials  for  this  summer. 

All  this  is  bound  to  raise  a  few  eyebrows,  not  to  mention  the  sales  of  Optrex.  In 
fact,  last  year  ten  million  people'  felt  compelled  to  use  Optrex.  So  don't  miss  out  -  stock 
up  now.  And  remember,  the  next  time  you  see  someone  with  sore  eyes,  you'll  know 
they  haven't  been  watching  enough  television. 


Source:  TGI 


Human  insulin:  no 
less  awareness  of 
hypoglycaemia 


Hypoglycaemia  is  the  most  common 
and  distressing  side-effect  of  insulin 
therapy.  Estimates  suggest  that 
around  1.5  per  cent  of  diabetic 
patients    spontaneously  lose 


hypoglycaemia  awareness  each 
year,  sometimes  permanently. 

There  have  been  reports  of 
reduced  or  absent  awareness  of 
hypoglycaemic   symptoms  on 


changing  from  porcine  to  human 
insulin.  However,  a  study  in  this 
week's  Lancet  has  concluded  that 
reduced  hypoglycaemia  awareness 
is  common  with  both  human  and 


Accelerated  immunisation 
for  less  side  effects 


The  accelerated  schedule  of 
immunisation  with  diptheria, 
tetanus,  pertussis  vaccine  may  well 
cause  fewer  adverse  reactions  than 
the  older  schedule,  according  to 
research  in  this  week's  British 
Medical  Journal. 

The  study  compared  107  children 
immunised  by  the  accelerated 
schedule  —  at  two,  three  and  four 
months  of  age  —  with  115  children 
immunised  at  three  months; 
between  four  and  a  half  to  five 
months;  and  between  eight  and  a 


half  to  eleven  months. 

Parents  recorded  any  adverse 
reactions  at  specified  times  during  a 
seven-day  follow-up.  Reports  of 
axillary  temperatures  over  37.2 
degC,  or  local  redness  or  swelling 
over  2.5cm  after  the  third  dose  of 
vaccine,  were  signifiicantly  reduced 
in  the  accelerated  schedule  group. 

The  authors  say  this 
improvement  is  probably  due  to  the 
younger  age  of  the  children  when 
given  the  accelerated  schedule. 
After  the  third  dose,  when  age 


parallel  imports  -  generics  -  fragrances 


the  market  leader 


A  bit  boastful  you  might  think  when  we've 
only  been  in  existence  since  mid  1991. 

But  it's  true.  We've  set  new  standards  of 
commitment  to  our  customers.  Both  in  our 
pricing  and  our  service  -  and  the  rest  are 
trying  to  catch  up. 

Our  policy  is  simple.  We  offer  our  products 
at  the  best  possible  price  -  straightaway. 
We  never  compromise  on  service.  And  we 
care  for  the  small  independent. 

But  actions  are  what  count  -  call  us  free  on: 

0800  21  29  62 

and  put  our  "boast"  to  the  test! 


R  I  E  I  E  I  M  I  A 

PHARMACEUTICALS 


differed  most  between  the  two 
groups,  systemic  and  local  reactions 
were  reported  consistently  less 
often  in  the  accelerated  schedule 
group. 

While  most  of  those  receiving  the 
older  schedule  were  vaccinated  in 
the  thigh,  the  newer  schedule  was 
given  predominantly  in  the  buttock. 
However,  the  authors  conclude  this 
is  unlikely  to  offer  an  explanation 
for  the  difference  in  frequency  of 
reactions,  since  previous  studies 
have  suggested  the  injection  site  has 
no  effect. 


porcine  insulins. 

The  double-blind  study 
compared  the  two  types  of  insulin  in 
50  patients  who  had  complained  of 
lack  of  awareness  of  hypoglycaemia 
with  human  insulin.  Each  patient 
was  treated  for  four  one-month 
periods;  a  total  of  two  months  with 
human  insulin  and  two  with  porcine 
insulin,  in  random  order. 

The  authors  were  unable  to  find 
any  statistically  significant 
differences  between  the  insulins 
with  respect  to  glycaemic  control  or 
the  frequency,  timing,  severity  or 
awareness  of  hypoglycaemia. 

The  mean  percentage  of 
hypoglycaemic  episiodes  associated 
with  reduced  or  absent  awareness 
was  64  per  cent  for  human  insulin 
and  69  per  cent  for  porcine  insulin. 

Only  two  patients  correctly 
identified  the  sequence  of  insulin 
treatments  used,  even  though  eight 
or  nine  would  have  been  expected 
to  do  so  by  chance  alone. 

Of  the  five  patients  who  withdrew 
during  the  first  two  months  of  the 
study  because  of  continuing  lack  of 
awareness  of  hypoglycaemia,  three 
were  taking  porcine  insulin  and  two 
were  taking  human  insulin. 

Loss  of  hypoglycaemic  awareness 
can  arise  intermittently  and 
depends  on  several  internal  and 
external  factors.  Long  duration  of 
diabetes  and  good  diabetes  control 
are  associated  factors,  so  loss  of 
awareness  could  have  coincided  by 
chance  with  the  change  to  human 
insulin  in  some  cases. 


Script  Specials 


Dimotane  Plus  LA 

Wyeth  Laboratories  say  that,  owing  to 
manufacturing  problems,  Dimotane 
Plus  LA  tablets  will  not  be  available 
until  further  notice.  Wyeth 
Laboratories.  Tel:  0628  604377. 

Tarivid  IV  infusion 

Hoechst  UK  Ltd  and  Roussel 
Laboratories  Ltd  have  launched 
Tarivid  IV  200mg.  It  is  presented  as 
one  vial  of  100ml  solution  containing 
200mg  of  ofloxacin.  Tarivid  IV  200mg 
is  a  hospital  only  product.  Hoechst 
UK  Ltd.  Tel:  081  570  7712. 

Sinthrome  colour 

Sinthrome  tablets  have  been 
reformulated.  The  lmg  strength  has 
changed  in  colour  from  pink  to  white, 
marked  CG  on  one  side  and  AA  on 
the  other.  Sinthrome  4mg  tablets  have 
changed  colour  from  yellowish  white 
to  white,  and  are  now  13mm  in 
diameter  rather  than  7mm.  They  are 
marked  CG  on  one  side  and  cross 
scored  on  the  other  with  an"A"  in 
each  quadrant.  Ciba-Geigy 
Pharmaceuticals.  Tel:  0403  50101 

Norton  addition 

Norton  have  added  diethylpropion 
25mg  to  their  range.  A  product 
information  leaflet  will  be  attached  to 
each  patient  pack  ( 100  tablets,  £2.40 
trade).  H  N  Norton  &  Co  Ltd.  Tel: 
0279  426666. 

New  colour  Penbritin 

Penbririn  Paediatric  suspension  will 
no  longer  contain  amaranth  which 


gave  the  suspension  its  pink  colour. 
The  white,  dye-free  formulation  is 
being  phased  in  from  May  1992. 
Beecham  Research.  Tel:  0707 
325111. 

Lagap  launch 
cimetidine 

Lagap  Pharmaceuticals  have  launched 
cimetidine.  Trade  prices  for  60  tablets 
are  200mg  £8.30;  400mg  £17.75; 
800mg  £16.65.  Lagap 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd.  Tel:  0420 
478301. 

Eldepryl  10mg 

Britannia  Pharmaceuticals  have 
launched  Eldepryl  10  mg  tablets  to 
complement  the  current  5mg 
strength.  As  the  recommended  daily 
dose  of  Eldepryl  is  lOmg  it  is  hoped 
the  new  tablet  will  improve 
compliance.  Trade  price  for  50  tablets 
is  £46.50.  Britannia 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd.  Tel:  0737 
773741. 

Pack  change  for  Lasix 

The  packaging  of  Lasix  injection  has 
changed  and  the  new  packs  will  be 
phased  in  over  the  next  few  months. 
Both  Lasix  20mg  (5  amps)  and  Lasix 
50mg  (5  amps)  packs  will  change  to 
blue  and  white.  (The  20mg  strength  is 
currently  yellow  and  white  while  the 
50mg  strength  is  currendy  red  and 
white).  Lasix  250mg  (5  amps)  packs 
remain  unchanged  in  colour.  Hoechst 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd.  Tel:  081-570 
7712. 


1092 


Chemist  &  Druggist  20  JUNE  1 992 


Our  new  baby. 


Equip  your  sales  or  merchandising 
team  with  Air  Call  Message  Pagers. 
You'll  get  a  higher  level  of  control 
and  improved  sales  efficiency  with 

no  expensive  cellular  charges. 
Both  you  and  your  customers  will 

benefit  from  rapid  reliable 
communications  within  secdnds- 

24  hours  a  day. 
Believe  it!  Increased  control  for  you, 
better  service  for  your  customers, 
more  opportunities  to  increase 
the  bottom  line. 

CALL  0800  300  345  NOW 
OR  SEND  THE  COUPON 


LETTERS 


To:  Air  Call  Communications  Ltd,  FREEPOST,  Number  One, 
The  Boulevard,  Shire  Park,  Welwyn  Garden  City,  Herts.  AL7  IBR. 

I'd  like  to  know  how  Air  Call  Message  paging  can  improve 
my  company's  sales  performance. 


Name: 


Position: 


Company: 
Address:  _ 


.  Postcode: 


Telephone: 


CD/06/92B 


  AIR  CALL 

COMMUNICATIONS 

THE  PAGING  SPECIALISTS 


Off  the  Park? 

Park  Systems  recently  organised 
another  successful  Epos  and  PMR 
Roadshow  at  St  Albans.  Some 
pharmacists  who  were  not  able  to 
come  to  the  Roadshow  returned 
cards  requesting  data  but  failed  to 
include  their  pharmacy  name  and 
address  —  we  were,  therefore, 
unable  to  send  them  any  data. 

If  there  are  any  pharmacies  in 
the  North  London  area  who  are 
still  waiting  details,  could  they 
please  contact  our  office  in  order 
that  we  may  send  the  details  to 
them. 

David  A.  Coleman 

Park  Systems  Ltd 

GPs  to  squeeze  out 

smaller 

pharmacies? 

The  National  Audit  Office  report 
draws  attention  again  to  the 
provisons  of  the  over  supply  of 
pharmacies  in  some  urban  areas.  It 
is  suggested  that  reduction  of  the 
front-loading  of  the  NHS  contract 
might  have  a  significant  beneficial 
effect  in  reducing  over  supply  of 
pharmacies  allowing  market  forces 
to  see  who  survives.  I  believe  many 
of  the  first  to  go  will  be  small 
pharmacies  on  residential  shopping 
parades,  not  necessarily  near  a 
surgery,  but  serving  a  substantial 
local  community  and  dispensing 
prescriptions  mainly  written  by  GPs 
making  home  visits. 

In  Dunstable  (my  home  town) 
there  are  six  high  dispensing 
volume  pharmacies  in  a  300m 
diameter  circle  at  the  centre  of  the 
town  and  only  four  pharmacies  out 
in  the  residential  areas  —  they  are 
all  dispensing  relatively  low 
numbers. 

In  Markyate  village  —  recently 
featured  on  Anglia  TV  —  there  is 
one  pharmacy.  In  November  last 
the  local  surgery  decided  to  employ 
their  own  pharmacist,  my  former 
dispensing  assistant.  Their 
objective  was  to  generate 
dispensing  income  for  three 
doctors  from  a  list  of  well  under 
5,000  patients.  A  "48  hour  order 
time"  was  placed  on  all 
prescriptions  so  that  they  could  get 
in  deliveries  from  the  wholesaler. 
This  ensures  that  dispensing 
patients  virtually  always  get  quicker 
and  more  certain  service  than 
prescribing  patients. 

Doctors  get  virtually  all  of  their 
overheads  reimbursed  and  their 
wages  bill  is  subsidised  70  per  cent 
by  Family  Health  Services 
Authorities  otherwise  their 
remuneration  for  dispensing  is 
similar  to  ours.  How  would  you  like 
all  your  overheads  met  and  70  per 
cent  of  staff  costs?  At  what  cost  to 
the  NHS?  This  is  happening  in 
villages,  but  mostly  around  towns 
like  Leighton  Buzzard,  and  even 


large  towns  with  a  rural  hinterland 
like  Bedford. 

If  the  four  outlying  pharmacies  in 
Dunstable  were  squeezed  out  by 
removal  of  the  front-loading,  half 
the  population  of  that  large  town 
would  live  more  than  a  mile  from  a 
pharmacy.  The  town  would  then  be 
ripe  for  a  rash  of  doctor  dispensing. 
There  would  be  a  poorer  service 
and  greater  cost  to  the  public 
purse.  Doctors  have  a  right  — 
sometimes  a  duty  —  to  supply 
drugs  personally  for  their  own 
patients,  ie  to  dispense. 

Delegation  of  dispensing  by 
doctors  is  not  covered  by  the 
Medicines  Act.  It  is  probably  illegal. 
It  has  never  been  tested  in  court, 
—  why  not?  I  would  appreciate  an 
answer  from  our  various 
professional  bodies.  I  think  the 
political  climate  is  right. 

Every  pharmacist  should  read 
the  article  C&D  p980 

John  H.  Fry  MRPharmS 

Mark,  St  Albans 

NPA-style  patient 
referral  rooms 

The  report  of  the  May  Council 
meeting  (C&D  May  16  p852)  gives 
a  summary  of  the  council's  initial 
decisions  on  the  Pharmaceutical 
Care  recommendations. 

The  Council  report  states  that 
consideration  is  to  be  given  to  the 
design  of  a  pharmacy  referral  form 
and  the  relevant  research  project. 
Those  who  have  read  the  Joint 
Working  Party  report  in  full  will 
know  that  recommendation 
number  3,  relating  to  the  use  of 
Patient  Referral  forms  points  out 
that  such  forms  are  already 
available  from  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association. 

It  may  well  be  that,  in  the  fullness 
of  time,  the  Royal  Pharmaceutical 
Society  might  wish  to  modify  the 
NPA  forms  (which  were  designed 
and  produced  with  the  Society's 
approval)  but  in  the  meantime 
pharmacists  wishing  to  provide 
better  pharmaceutical  care  can 
obtain  the  forms  in  duplicate  books 
of  100,  for  £2  per  pad  for  NPA 
members  and  £4.50  for 
non-members. 

Mary  Allen 

Head  of  information  services,  NPA 


This  script  was  written  for  a 
patient  that  was  always  late  for 
appointments! 
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f|*om  months 
desserts  # 
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Isn't  she  beautiful. 

We're  proud  to  announce  the  arrival  of  a  tiny  white  can. 
Thanks  to  a  revolutionary  new  coating,  Heinz  baby  food  cans  now  look  even  more  appealing 
No  mum  will  be  able  to  resist  our  little  ones.  Expect  your  first  delivery  soon. 


Pharmacy  update 


Fish  oil  and 
ulcerative 
colitis 


People  who  consume  large 
quantities  of  fish  oils  have  low 
levels  of  leukotriene  B4  (LTB4) 
because  eicosapentaenoic  acid 
(EPA),  the  major  active  agent  in 
fish  oil,  reduces  levels  of  the 
leukotriene. 

It  has  been  shown  that  oral 
adminstration  of  an  inhibitor  of 
LTB4  synthesis  controls  the 
symptoms  of  colitis;  fish  oils 
should  therefore  be  useful  for 
the  management  of  ulcerative 
colitis,  as  two  studies  from  the 
United  States  have  recently 
confirmed. 

Both  studies  were 
placebo-controlled  and,  to 
allow  for  the  possible  effects  of 
diet,  crossover  in  design.  EPA 
was  given  as  Maxepa,  15-18 
capsules  daily  for  four  months; 
the  placebo  contained  an 
isocaloric  amount  of  vegetable 
oil.  Established  treatment  with 
steroids  and  sulphasalazine  was 
continued. 

In  both  studies,  disease 
activity  was  substantially 
reduced  by  EPA  with  little 
change  during  placebo 
administration,  although  the 
frequency  of  bowel  movements 
was  only  slightly  reduced. 

While  one  study  found  no 
other  changes,  the  second 
demonstrated  significant 
improvement  in  histology  and  a 
61  per  cent  reduction  in  rectal 
levels  of  LTB4.  A  steroid-sparing 
effect  permitted  a  reduction  in 
the  average  dose  of  prednisone 
from  1 3  to  6  mg/day.  Patients 
also  gained  weight  during  EPA 
therapy  and  no  adverse  effects 
were  recorded. 

This  effect  —  described  as 
modest  by  the  authors  —  means 
that  fish  oil  could  be  a  useful 
adjunct  to  the  conventional 
treatment  of  ulcerative  colitis 
with  sulphasalazine  and 
steroids,  particularly  in  patients 
needing  long-term  steroid 
therapy. 

Annals  of  Internal  Medicine 

1992;  1 16:609- 14  &  American  Journal 

of  Gastroenterology  1992,  87  432-7 


Auranofin:  treatment  for 
severe  asthma 


The  most  effective  treatment 
for  severe  asthma  uncontrolled 
by  inhaled  drugs  is  oral 
corticosteroid  therapy.  But 
although  this  is  satisfactory  for 
acute  episodes,  prolonged 
treatment  is  associated  with 
serious  and  possibly  irreversible 
adverse  effects  such  as 
osteoporosis. 

A  potential  role  is  now  being 
explored  for  the  steroid-sparing 
effects  of  slow-acting 
anti-rheumatic  drugssuch  as 
gold  injection  and 
methotrexate;  even  cyclosporin 
has  been  used  in  exceptionally 
severe  cases  of  asthma. 

Although  they  are  relatively 
toxic,  the  adverse  effects  of 
these  drugs  are  at  least  more 
easily  detected  and  more 
manageable  than  those  of 
chronic  steroid  therapy. 
Nevertheless,  their  impact  on 
quality  of  life  must  not  make  life 
worse,  even  temporarily. 

Auranofin  is  the  latest  in  its 
class  to  undergo  such  scrutiny. 
Some  32  people  with  severe 
asthma,  currently  treated  with 
inhaled  steroids  plus  oral 
prednisone  for  at  least  one  year, 
were  randomised  to  placebo  or 
therapy  with  auranofin  6 
mg/day  (the  dose  used  to  treat 
rheumatoid  arthritis). 

Four  people  withdrew  from 
the  study,  in  three  cases  (one 
with  placebo)  this  followed  the 
development  of  severe 
refractory  eczema.  Objective 
measures  of  lung  function 
improved  in  those  taking 
auranofin  —  and  worsened  in 
the  placebo  group  —  during  the 
26-week  study.  There  was  also  a 
significant  reduction  in  the 
frequency  of  attacks  and 
wheezing  and  coughing. 

The  mean  daily  dose  of 
prednisone  was  reduced  from 
9.3  to  5.3  mg  with  auranofin 
but  was  significantly  changed 
with  placebo.  In  addition,  only 
half  as  many  high-dose  courses 
of  prednisone  were  needed  to 
control  severe  episodes  among 
patients  taking  auranofin. 


False-colour  chest  X-ray  of  an  asthma  sufferer. 


Adverse  reactions  to  auranofin 
included  two  further  cases  of 
eczema,  and  nausea  and 
diarrhoea  which  improved  after 
dose  reduction. 

Auranofin  probably  exerts 
anti-inflammatory  and 


immunomodulatory  effects  in 
asthma.  As  this  study  shows,  it  is 
well  tolerated  with  a  significant 
steroid-sparing  effect  and  may 
prove  useful  as  adjunctive 
therapy  in  severe  asthma. 
Thorax  1992;47:349-54 


etronidazole  for  RA 


Anecdotal  reports  have 
suggested  that  metronidazole 
may  have  disease-modifying 
activity  in  rheumatoid  arthritis. 
To  investigate  this,  some 
Glasgow  rheumatologists  have 
compared  metronidazole  400 
mg  two  to  three  times  daily  with 
placebo  in  50  patients  whose 
symptoms  were  inadequately 
controlled  by  NSAIDs. 


Withdrawals  were  common  — 
by  the  end  of  the  24-week 
study,  nearly  80  percent  had 
withdrawn  from  each  group 
due  to  lack  of  efficacy  or 
adverse  effects. 

In  those  able  to  continue 
treatment,  metronidazole 
achieved  an  improvement  in 
morning  stiffness,  pain  and 
articular  index  but  no  change  in 


biochemicial  indices  such  as 
erythrocyte  sedimentation  rate. 

Adverse  effects  were 
intolerable  in  50  percent  of 
patients  and  included  nausea, 
rash  and  peripheral  neuropathy. 
Since  its  benefits  were  modest, 
metronidazole  does  not  appear 
to  have  a  useful  role  in  RA. 
Annals  of  the  Rheumatic  Diseases 
1992;51:758-60 
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Improving  inhaler  therapy 


Dry  powder  inhalers  are  likely  to 
replace  metered  dose  aerosols 
as  production  of 
chlorofluorocarbons  winds 
down.  Such  devices  deposit 
approximately  10  percent  of  the 
dose  in  the  airways,  but 
improved  drug  delivery  would 
further  benefit  patients  with 
restricted  airflow. 

A  group  of  London  physicians 
and  pharmacists  have  modified 
the  carrier  lactose  particles  in 
Ventolin  Rotacaps,  and  shown 
in  vitro  that  this  enhances  the 


Quality  of  life  in 
diabetic  under 
25  year  olds 

Impairment  of  quality  of  life  in 
those  with  chronic  disease  is 
often  related  to  the  impact  of 
the  disease  itself  and  the 
adverse  consequences  of  its 
treatment. 

In  the  case  of  diabetes,  for 
example,  the  benefits  of  good 
glucose  control  may  be  offset  by 
the  need  for  frequent  injections 
of  insulin  or  the  attendance  of 
clinics. 

In  a  recent  study  by 
diabetologists  and  psychologists 
in  Exeter,  quality  of  life  was 
assessed  in  100  diabetics 
attending  a  clinic  for  the 
under-25s. 

It  was  found  to  be  related  to 
two  factors:  social  relationships 
and  concerns  related  to 
diabetes. 

Dissatisfaction  about  diabetes 
was  greatest  when  the  duration 
of  the  disease  was  least  and 
among  less  frequent  clinic 
attenders,  while  women 
reported  a  greater  negative 
impact  of  the  disease  than  men. 

There  were  no  reported 
differences  in  quality  of  life 
between  people  using  only 
twice-daily  injections  and  others 
on  a  multiple  dose  regime, 
although  a  trend  was  percieved 
which  favoured  greater 
satisfaction  with  more  frequent 
dosing. 

These  data  suggest  that  close 
control  of  blood  glucose  by 
frequent  insulin  injections  does 
not  appear  to  have  a  substantial 
positive  impact  on  quality  of  life 
in  young  people,  and  at  least 
the  inconvenience  of  this 
regime  —  which  should  reduce 
long-term  complications  —  is 
not  perceived  negatively  by  the 
young. 

Diabetic  Medicine  1992;9:375-8 


penetration  of  drug  particles. 
They  also  developed  a  modified 
inhaler  designed  to  generate  a 
fine  aerosol  which  can  be 
inhaled  deeply  with  little 
respiratory  effort. 

These  modifications  have  now 
been  compared  with  Ventolin 
Rotacaps  in  1 1  people  with 
moderately  severe  asthma. 
According  to  objective  measures 
of  lung  function,  there  was  no 
difference  between  the 
Rotahaler  and  the  new  inhaler. 
However,  the  modified  powder 


Most  studies  of  drug-induced 
change  in  cognitive  function  are 
conducted  in  young  adults,  even 
though  drugs  are  more 
frequently  used  in  the  elderly. 
Cognitive  function  may  be 
impaired  in  old  age  and  the 
adverse  effects  of  drugs  on 
memory  and  mood  may 
therefore  be  more  marked  in 
the  elderly. 

The  cognitive  effects  of 
atenolol  and  nifedipine  have 
now  been  compared  in  25 
people  with  mild  to  moderate 
hypertension,  aged  between  60 
and  81 .  Mean  daily  doses  of  62 
mg  of  atenolol  and  54  mg  of 
nifedipine  were  required  to 
achieve  optimal  blood  pressure 
control. 

Atenolol  slowed  heart  rate  by 
an  average  of  1 2  beats/min 
compared  with  an  increase  of  2 
beats/min  with  nifedipine. 
Apart  from  foot  oedema, 
flushing  and  fatigue  associated 
with  nifedipine,  there  were  no 
differences  between  the  drugs 
in  reported  adverse  effects. 

The  subjects  performed  as 
expected  for  their  age  group  in 


Eradicating  Helicobacter  pylori 
in  patients  with  peptic  ulcer 
significantly  reduces  the 
frequency  of  short-term  relapse 
compared  with  acid  suppression 
using  H2  antagonists  alone  — 
but  is  this  advantage  sustained? 

More  than  1 00  patients  with 
gastric  or  duodenal  ulcer  were 
randomised  to  healing  therapy 
with  ranitidine  alone  or  in 
combination  with  two  weeks  of 
triple  therapy  with  tetracycline, 
bismuth  subsalicylate  and 
metronidazole.  Administration 
of  ranitidine  was  continued 
until  endoscopy  confirmed  that 
the  ulcer  had  healed;  no 
maintenance  therapy  was  given. 
H.  pylori  was  confirmed  in  all 
patients  before  the  start  of 
treatment  and  was  still  present 
after  use  of  ranitidine  alone; 
triple  therapy  eradicated  the 
organism  in  89  per  cent  of  cases. 

Within  1 2  weeks,  half  of  those 
who  had  received  only 


significantly  improved  lung 
function  by  4  - 1 7  percent  over 
Rotacaps. 

Surprisingly,  this  was  achieved 
even  though  more  than  twice  as 
much  of  the  dose  of  the 
modified  powder  was  retained 
in  the  device. 

The  difference  is  due  to  a 
greater  detachment  of  drug 
from  the  lactose  carrier  in  its 
modified  form,  and  is  clinically 
significant  for  patients  with 
moderate  to  severe  asthma. 
Respiratory  Medicine  1992,86:237-41 


tests  of  learning  and  memory 
during  a  placebo  run-in  period. 
Subsequently,  performance 
worsened  in  those  given 
nifedipine  but  improved  with 
atenolol,  with  a  significant 
difference  between  the  groups. 
In  one  test,  those  taking 
atenolol  retrieved  32  per  cent 
more  words  from  memory  and 
required  30  per  cent  fewer 
reminders.  Neither  drug 
affected  mood. 

Impaired  performance  in 
psychometric  tests  is  not  the 
same  as  clinically  significant 
adverse  effects;  however  the 
possible  impact  of  subtle 
changes  in  cognitive  function  on 
quality  of  life  should  be 
considered  when  selecting  drug 
therapy  for  the  elderly.  This  is 
particularly  true  for 
asymptomatic  diseases  such  as 
hypertension. 

Because  of  differences 
between  drugs  in  the  same 
class,  these  data  cannot  be 
extrapolated  to  other 
beta-blockers  or  calcium 
antagonists.  Annals  of  Internal 
Medicine  1992;116:615-23 


ranitidine  had  relapsed.  After 
one  year,  95  per  cent  of  those 
with  duodenal  ulcer  and  74  per 
cent  of  those 
with  gastric 
ulcer  had 
relapsed.  This 
compared  with 
12  and  13  per 
cent 

respectively  of 
patients 
treated  with 
triple  therapy; 
when  relapse 
did  occur,  it 
was  associated 
with  an  initial 
failure  to 
eradicate 
H.  pylori  or  the 
use  of  NSAIDs.  Smoking  is  a 
further  risk  factor  for  ulcer 
relapse  but  surprisingly  this  was 
not  the  case  afterH.  pylori  had 
been  eradicated.  Annals  of 
Internal  Medicine  1992;  1 16:705-8 


Topical  steroids 
and  atrophy 

Although  atrophy  is  a  familiar 
complication  of  treatment  with 
potent  topical  steroids,  the 
mechanisms  underlying  it  are 
still  unclear.  However,  steroids 
produce  cutaneous 
vasoconstriction  in  proportion 
to  their  potency,  and  this 
process  may  deprive  local  tissues 
of  oxygen. 

To  determine  how  significant 
this  may  be,  the  effects  on 
cutaneous  oxygen  of  clobetasol 
dipropionate  and  placebo 
applied  for  six  hours  under 
occlusion  were  compared  in  ten 
volunteers. 

The  steroid  produced  a 
profound  depression  of 
cutaneous  oxygen  tension 
which  persisted  for  1 5  hours 
after  application.  Depriving  the 
skin  of  oxygen  in  this  way  may 
not  only  induce  atrophy  of 
healthy  skin  but  could  also 
impair  the  restoration  of  normal 
skin  in  eczema  or  psoriasis. 
British  Journal  of  Dermatology 
1992;126:502-4 

Supplies 
guidance  for 
trekkers 

Community  pharmacists  are  an 
obvious  source  of  guidance  on 
the  medical  supplies  needed  by 
trekkers,  yet  most  participants 
get  their  information  from 
guidebooks  and  specialist  texts. 

A  recent  survey  of  trekkers 
attempting  a  2,000-mile  path 
along  the  Appalachian 
Mountains  in  the  United  States 
has  found  that  some  lacked 
essential  and  common  sense 
first  aid  supplies. 

Although  problems  affecting 
the  feet  are  an  obvious  risk,  only 
70  percent  of  trekkers  carried 
protective  plasters; 
three-quarters  were  equipped 
with  antiseptics  (antibiotic 
creams,  alcohol  or  iodine)  to 
treat  minor  cuts;  and  1 3  percent 
took  anti-inflammatory  drugs. 

There  was  a  widespread 
ignorance  of  first  aid  and  simple 
treatments.  For  example,  some 
trekkers  believed  that  if  they 
left  diarrhoea  untreated  they 
would 
^_  eventually 
*H§  acquire 
JS  tolerance. 
Others 

rH  tn°u9nt  tna* a 

Jp  "macho" 
It   attitude  would 
iJE    be  sufficient 

protection, 
m£   which  is  no 
3§5j   substitute  for 
JpS   adequate  first 
aid. 

British  Journal  of 
pvj£-    Sports  Medicine 
!£<2S  1992;26:48-50 


Research  Digest  is  a  regular  series 
written  by  drug  information 
specialist  Steve  Chaplin 
MRPharmS,  looking  at  current 
developments  in  medicine. 
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Generics 

inaspin 


The  usage  of  generics 
in  the  UK  has  grown 
steadily  for  the  past 
decade.  Competition 
has  been  intense,  but 
with  periodic  boosts 
from  the  introduction 
of  the  limited  list  and 
indicative  prescribing 
budgets,  the  market 
prospered.  Now, 
however,  the  European 
Commission  is 
precipitating  some 
major  changes,  leading 
to  a  degree  of 
uncertainty 

Not  for  much  longer  will  the 
community  pharmacist  be  able 
to  shop  around  and  buy 
generics  at  up  to  50  per  cent 
below  the  Drug  Tariff  price. 
There  is  a  strong  consensus  in 
the  industry  that  for  its  own 
health  the  competitive 
downward  price  spiral  of  the 
1980s  has  to  stop. 

Unlike  branded  medicines, 
the  prices  of  which  are 
regulated  under  the 
Pharmaceutical  Price  Regulation 
Scheme  (PPRS),  generics  are  a 
commodity  business  and  pricing 
is  the  key  factor.  At  the  moment 
the  sector  is  barely  profitable. 

Fisons  have  put  their  generic 
subsidiary  CP  Pharmaceuticals 
up  for  sale  after  reporting  a  1 7 
per  cent  drop  in  profits  last  year. 
Medeva  chairman  Bernard 
Taylor  said  in  March  at  the 
company's  results  that  falling 
prices  meant  Evans-Kerfoot 
were  only  breaking  even. 

"As  new  products  come  off 
patent  they  start  at  a  high  price 
and  then  decline.  There  are  not 
many  drugs  coming  off  patent 
in  the  next  few  years.  There  are 
still  pressures  to  compete,  but 
prices  have  hardened,"  says 
Steve  Stocks,  managing  director 
of  APS/Berk  and  chairman  of  the 
British  Generic  Manufacturers 
Association.  "Since  we  cannot 
make  profits  off  an  exclusive 
generic  we  have  to  make  profits 
off  the  entire  range." 


Other  pressures 

There  are  other  pressures  which 
are  encouraging  manufacturers 
to  increase  their  margins. 
Pharmacy  acquisitions  by 
wholesalers  and  the  growth  of 
multiple  groups  means  a  trend 
away  from  direct  distribution 
for  companies  like  APS/Berk 
who  sell  60  per  cent  of  their 
product  straight  to  pharmacies. 

Licence  fees  have  increased 
dramatically  under  the  new 
Medicines  Control  Agency 
regime.  They  went  up  some  400 
per  cent  last  year  and  a  further  5 
per  cent  earlier  this  year.  A 
generic  manufacturer  may  well 
hold  more  product  licences  than 
a  large  multinational. 

Licence  renewals  alone  cost 
APS/Berk  nearly  £200,000  a 
year.  Not  surprisingly,  the 
company  has  rapidly  eliminated 
any  duplication  in  the  product 
range  arising  from  its  merger 
two  years  ago. 

Coc  have  cancelled  licences  for 
small  volume  lines  because  they 
became  uneconomic,  says 
managing  director  David  Green. 
"When  we  introduce  new 


products  we  may  not  licence 
small  volume  strengths  because 
of  the  high  cost  of  application 
and  the  MCA  higher  service  fees 
in  the  first  three  years. 

"Product  registration  is  a 
costly  business,"  agrees  Nigel 
Norton  of  Harris  Norton.  "Our 
administration  costs  are  similar 
to  those  of  a  medium-sized 
multinational.  The  pharmacist's 
heyday  is  over." 

Norton  reduced  their  product 
list  by  30  in  May,  cutting  out 
smaller  lines  to  concentrate  on 
becoming  stronger  with  bigger 
products  in  overseas  markets. 
Currently  8  per  cent  of  the 
company's  sales  come  from 
exports.  By  the  end  of  1 995  it 
will  be  25  per  cent. 

Looming  over  the  whole 
sector  is  a  raft  of  EC  legislation 
relating  to  labelling  and 
packaging.  To  enable 
manufacturers  to  comply  with 
the  various  directives,  generic 
medicines  will  increasingly  be 
appearing  in  original  packs  — 
some  already  are  as  their 
licences  come  up  for  renewal. 

The  capital  costs  in  making 
the  switch  from  bulk  packaging 


are  considerable.  While  under 
the  PPRS  companies  can  recover 
their  costs  by  putting  up  prices, 
there  is  no  similar  "protection" 
for  the  commodity  generics 
market. 

Generic  scripts  up 

There  has  been  a  steady  increase 
in  generic  prescribing  over  the 
past  decade.  The  introduction 
of  the  limited  list  in  1985 
provided  a  major  fillip,  as  did 
the  introduction  of  indicative 
prescribing  budgets  in  1989.  The 
growth  of  cost  conscious 
fundholding  practices  means 
the  steady  2-3  per  cent  annual 
growth  in  generic  prescribing 
looks  set  to  continue. 

However,  because  of  the 
intense  price  competition 
among  manufacturers  and  a 
reimbursement  system  that 
encourages  pharmacists  to  buy 
as  cheaply  as  possible,  volume 
increases  are  not  reflected  in 
sterling  sales.  APS/Berk  is  likely 
to  see  sales  of  over  £30m  this 
year,  says  Steve  Stocks,  around  a 
threefold  growth  since  1987, 
while  volume  sales  have 
increased  five  times. 


1098 


Chemist  &  Druggist  20  JUNE  1 992 


The  European  Directives 


Alan  Smith  of  the  British 
Generic  Manufacturers 
Association  estimates  47  per 
cent  of  prescriptions  were 
written  generically  last  year, 
and  that  generic  prescribing  will 
plateau  at  just  over  50  per  cent 
by  1 993  unless  there  are  moves 
towards  substitution. 

There  are  a  number  of 
external  factors  restraining 
growth.  Parallel  imports  are 
now  reckoned  to  account  for  10 
per  cent  of  all  drugs  supplied  on 
prescription,  according  to  the 
Association  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Industry,  and 
provide  direct  competition  for 
indigenous  generics. 

The  most  popular  generic 
lines  currently  are  atenolol, 
cimetidine,  co-proxamol  and 
diltiazem.  The  supplementary 


protection  to  branded  drugs 
recently  approved  by  the  EC  will 
cause  a  gap  in  off-patent 
products,  points  out  David 
Green,  and  there  are  few  major 
products  coming  off  patent  in 
the  next  few  years  to  boost 
sales.  The  next  blockbusters  to 
become  available  will  be 
ranitidine,  the  first  ACE 
inhibitors,  and  some  of  the 
fourth  generation  antibiotics. 
But  these  are  still  at  least  three 
years  or  more  away. 

Getting  a  licence 

Getting  new  generics  licensed  is 
becoming  increasingly  difficult. 
Five  years  ago  when  a  patent 
expired,  a  product  would  be  on 
the  market  the  next  day.  Much 
of  the  required  research  work 
was  carried  out  abroad  and  the 
licensing  authority  would  accept 
a  licence  application  within  the 
patent  period. 

This  is  no  longer  the  case  — 
the  MCA  is  likely  to  return  a 


dossier,  with  the  result  that  it  is 
now  one  or  two  years  before 
off-patent  products  reach  the 
market.  This  is  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  the  MCA  has  the 
quickest  times  for  processing 
licence  applications  in  Europe. 

"Standards  are  becoming 
more  stringent,"  acknowledges 
Steve  Stocks.  "We  have  to  do 
more  of  the  research  that  the 
original  brand  holder  had  to  do. 
But  far  be  it  for  me  to  complain! 
The  profitability  of  a  sector  is 
related  to  how  difficult  it  is  to 
get  into,  so  it  is  better  for  us  in 
the  long  term." 

Branded  manufacturers  have 
also  been  exploring  the  extent 
to  which  the  law  will  allow  them 
to  extend  a  patent.  Glaxo's  bid 
to  retain  exclusivity  on  Zantac 
through  a  subsequent  process 


patent  (ie  adopting  a  different 
manufacturing  process)  has  not 
gone  down  well. 

"It  can  be  very  expensive  for  a 
marginally  profitable  generic 
company  to  fight  patent  issues 
with  multinationals.  It  would 
also  be  very  helpful  if  there  was 
some  clarification  of  what 
generic  companies  are  allowed 
to  do  in  the  period  when  a 
supplementary  protection 
certificate  is  in  force,  or  within 
the  period  of  the  patent  itself," 
says  Steve  Stocks. 

The  EC  has,  in  fact,  just 
rejected  proposals  that  generic 
manufacturers  should  be  able  to 
begin  administrative  procedures 
for  the  marketing  of  drugs 
while  the  original 
manufacturer's  patents  are  in 
force  (Scrip  June  3).  But  they  can 
carry  out  laboratory 
development  work.  Any  scaling 
up  to  manufacturing  is 
considered  part  of  the 
marketing  process. 


There  is  the  good  news,  and 
then  there  is  the  bad  news  from 
Europe  for  the  generics  sector. 

The  good  news  is  still  at  the 
draft  stage  and  glories  in  the 
title  "Measures  aiming  at 
modifying  and  completing 
Directive  89/105/EEC  concerning 
the  pricing  and  reimbursement 
of  medicinal  products  for 
human  use". 

This  modifying  Directive  is 
intended  to  encourage  the 
abandonment  of  national 
measures  of  price  control  and 
reimbursement  of  medicines, 
and  to  reinforce  competition  in 
the  pharmaceuticals  market. 

The  Commission  has  proposed 
the  following  methods  of 
reinforcing  competition:- 

•  There  should  be  better 
provision  of  information  for 
prescribers  and  patients  on  the 
therapeutic  alternatives 
available,  and  their  respective 
benefits  and  relative  costs. 

•  When  cheaper  products  are 
available  retailing  structures 
should  not  impede  or 
discourage  the  delivery  of  these 
cheaper  products. 

"Such  a  regime  would  favour 
generic  substitution,"  says  the 
Commission,  "since  there  has 
been  a  restoration  of  the 
effective  duration  of  patent, 
enough  time  would  be  available 
to  the  manufacturer  of  an 
innovative  product  to  recoup 
sufficient  return  on  its  R&D 
costs,  so  that  this  measure 
would  not  be  a  limit  to 
innovation." 

The  UK  Government  has 
rejected  any  substantive 
changes  to  the  original 
transparency  Directive  (EC 
89/105)  and  says  the  operation 
of  social  security  or  health 
insurance  schemes  is  outside  the 
EC's  competence. 

While  rejecting  the  proposal 
that  patients  should  pay  a 
percentage  of  the  cost  of 
reimbursed  products,  the 
Government  has  said  in  its 
response  to  the  Commission 
that  it  can  accept  generic,  but 
not  therapeutic  substitution. 

The  UK  also  supports  an 
investigation  into 
"normalisation"  of  pack  sizes, 
but  believes  it  is  too  early  to 
refer  this  question  to  CEN,  the 
Committee  for  European 
Normalisation. 

CEN  is  asking  for  member 
states  to  submit  proposals  by 
December  1992  on  this  issue  for 
adoption  byJune  1994,  and 
national  legislation  within  six 
months  to  bring  in  standard  EC 
packs  by  January  1 995. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Industry 
Branch  at  the  Department  has 
suggested  the  Commission 
might  also  like  to  look  at 

•  Barriers  to  parallel  imports, 
particularly  pack  sizes 

•  The  marketing  and 
availability  of  generics, 
including  the  question  of 
generic  substitution 

•  A  means  of  ensuring  rational 
prescribing  by  doctors 

•  The  availability  of  impartial 
information  for  prescribers  on 
the  use  and  compatative 
benefits  of  products  in  relation 
to  their  price. 


PILs  and  all  that 

The  Directive  on  the  Labelling  of 
Medicinal  Products  for  Human 
Use  and  on  Package  Leaflets  has 
been  causing  gnashing  of  teeth 
in  the  industry  for  years. 

The  Directive  becomes 
effective  from  January  1 994  for 
all  newly  licensed  products,  and 
others  as  their  licences  come  up 
for  renewal.  The  outcome  will 
be  much  more  information  on 
the  product  appearing  on  packs. 

Also,  from  January  1994,  the 
inclusion  of  a  package  leaflet 
for  patients  will  be  obligatory 
unless  all  the  information 
required  is  directly  conveyed  on 
the  outer  or  immediate 
packaging.  For  branded 
products  the  labelling  Directive 
has  provided  an  impetus  to 
move  to  original  packs  for  many 
dispensed  products. 

For  the  generics  industry  the 
prospect  of  complying  with  the 
legislation  is  not  helped  by  the 
lack  of  guidance  on  how  the 
Directive  should  be 
implemented. 

Generic  manufacturers  are 
faced  with  the  responsibility  of 
ensuring  patients  receive  a 
package  insert  leaflet  with 
dispensed  medicines.  This  could 
mean  pharmacists  being  asked 
to  include  a  leaflet  from  a  tear 
off  pad  every  time  they  dispense 
a  generic. 


There  are  over  55  suppliers 
listed  in  the  latest  edition  of 
the  C&D  generics  list. 
Manufacturing  is  largely 
concentrated  in  the  hands  of 
a  few  companies  though, 
who  sell  product  on  to 
suppliers  such  as 
wholesalers. 
The  major  players  are: 
Company  Parent 
Harris  Norton  Ivax 
Evans-Kerfoot  Medeva 
APS/Berk         Rhone  Poulenc 
Rorer 

Cox  Pharmaceuticals  Hoechst 
Generics  UK  — 
CP  Pharmaceuticals  Fisons 
Over  80  per  cent  of  generic 
production  is  concentrated 
in  the  hands  of  BGMA 
members.  All  the  above 
companies  are  members  of 
the  Association  except 
Generics  UK,  who  hold 
around  7  per  cent  of  the 
market.  They  are  not  ABPI 
members  and  do  not 
manufacture  70  per  cent  of 
their  own  lines,  both 
requirements  for 
membership. 

Companies  from  the 
Republic  of  Ireland,  such  as 
Clonmel,  have  recently 
began  to  make  an  impact, 
taking  advantage  of  EC 
funding  and  differences  in 
patent  law  which  allow 
companies  there  to  start 
generic  development  earlier 
than  elsewhere  in  Europe. 


Patently  complicated 


Under  the  Munich 
Convention  products  are 
granted  a  patent  lasting  20 
years. 

Under  the  EC  high 
technology  Directive  in 
recognition  of  the  time  it  can 
take  to  develop  a  product,  a 
drug  has  a  ten  year 
exclusivity  from  the  time  it 
comes  on  the  market. 

Generic  firms  have  to  wait 
until  this  period  has  expired 
before  they  can  dip  into  the 
originator's  drug  master  file 


(DMF).  They  need  to  do  so  if 
they  wish  to  apply  for  an 
abbreviated  product  licence, 
where  the  original  clinical 
trials  do  not  have  to  be 
repeated. 

Manufacturers  can  now 
also  seek  a  supplementary 
protection  certificate  (SPC). 
This  allows  an  extension  to 
the  exclusivity  period  up  to 
five  years,  to  give  a 
maximum  of  1 5  years.  The 
Directive  authorising  this  is 
due  to  be  published  any  day. 


Changes  in  UK  generic  prescribing  habits 


Year 

%  written 

%  dispense 

%  of  drugs 

generically 

generically 

bill 

1982 

21 

16 

8 

1985 

35 

26 

9 

1989 

42 

37 

16 

1990 

44 

38 

17 

1982-1989  Scrip  1695  Febraury  26,  1992 

1992  Department  of  Health 

Prescription  Pricing 

Authority 

Total  drug  bill  (not  including  dispensing  doctors) 

1990  :  £2,079,254,255 
1992  :  £2,331,987,653 
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PILs:  a  bad 
dream? 

If  there  is  one  thing  likely  to  get  under  a  generic 
manufacturer's  skin  at  the  moment  it  is  mention 

of  original  pack  dispensing.  The  likely  cost  is 
major  objection,  and  there  is  apparently  still  no 

consensus  on  what  is,  in  fact,  an  original  pack 


The  move  to  original  packs  is 
not  something,  in  all  truth,  that 
the  industry  really  wants, 
although  the  benefits  are 
readily  acknowledged.  It  is  not, 
strictly  speaking,  a  legal 
requirement,  yet  it  is  the  logical 


To  look  at  the  additional  cost 
of  OPs  over  bulk  packs  the 
important  considerations  are 
the  type  of  packaging  and 
the  pack  size,  says  Graham 
Wall.  If  the  patient  pack  isto 
be  cartoned  with  a  leaflet, 
then  blister  packaging  has 
many  benefits  andis  also  the 
most  economical.  However, 
it  would  not  be  suitable  for 
products  such  as  GTN  or  low 
volume  lines. 

The  debate  on  pack  size  is 
more  complicated,  but  again 
as  a  general  rule  metric  packs 
will  be  lower  in  cost,  and  are 
more  likely  to  have  export 
potential.  The  main  impact 
on  cost  will  be  if  the  packs 
are  designed  to  meet  normal 
prescription  sizes  rather  than 
28/30  units. 

The  industry  has  estimated 
the  likely  cost  impact  across 
all  generic  tablets  and 
capsules,  assuming  the  packs 
are  metric  and  blister.  The 
incremental  cost  over  the 
Drug  Tariff  was  calculated  at 
around  £20  million,  or  1  per 
cent  of  the  annual  drugs  bill. 

With  relatively  expensive 
products  such  as 
flucloxacillin,  methyldopa 
and  naproxen,  the  cost  is 
likely  to  be  accommodated 
within  the  current  Tariff.  For 
diazepam,  frusemide  and 
propranolol,  where  the 
tablets  for  the  average  script 
cost  from  1 0p  to  40p,  then  a 
blister  pack  priced  at 
between  50p  and  £1 
represents  a  significant 
increase. 

•  An  indication  of  the  scale 
of  change  can  be  gained 
from  a  summary  of  Part  VIII 
of  the  Drug  Tariff,  provided 
by  the  BGMA: 

Total  number  758 
of  entries 

Obsolete  or  non-  345 
applicable  with  re  gard  to 
OPD  (CDs,  ingredients) 
Already  in  original  111 
pack  (eye  drops, 
ointments) 

Generic  only  available  84 
Available  as  a  brand  89 
and  a  generic 


answer  to  the  requirements 
imposed  by  the  EC  Directive  on 
labelling  which  becomes 
effective  for  all  products 
licensed  after  January  1 ,  1 994. 

One  of  its  requirements  is  that 
each  medicine  shall  be 
dispensed  with  a  patient 
information  leaflet.  It  is 
perceived  wisdom  that  it  will  be 
difficult  for  pharmacists  to 
comply  with  the  new  rules  if 
they  have  to  dispense  from  a 
bulk  pack.  From  the 
manufacturer's  point  of  view  — 
they  are  liable  if  the  patient 
does  not  receive  the  leaflet  —  it 
is  safer  to  turn  to  original  packs. 

So  what  are  the  problems?  For 
the  generics  industry  there  are 
two:  the  most  important  is  the 
cost,  and  the  second  is  how  the 
transition  to  OPs  is  to  be 
handled. 

Generic  companies  make  in 
excess  of  200  lines,  and  so  face  a 
costly  problem.  While  branded 
products  have  been  moving  into 
OPs  steadily  during  the  past 
couple  of  years,  the  majority  of 
generics  are  still  in  bulk  packs. 

The  BGMA  is  lobbying  hard 
for  financial  assistance  from 
government  to  make  the  switch, 
and  has  singled  out  the 
pharmacist's  container 
allowance  as  a  possible  source 
of  funds.  "Once  generics  are  in 
OPs  the  pharmacist's  container 
allowance,  totalling  about 
£18m  annually,  will  be 
redundant  and  could  be  used  to 
offset  the  cost,"  suggests  BGMA 
director  Alan  Smith. 

Manufacturers  are  already 
carefully  looking  at  the  viability 
of  renewing  licences  of  smaller, 
less  popular  generic  lines.  The 
Government  needs  to  take  a 
wider  view,  he  argues,  but 
whatever  happens,  to  comply 
with  EC  legislation  the  price  of 
generics  are  going  to  go  up. 

Fundamental  flaw 

Graham  Wall,  chairman  of  the 
ABPI  Standing  Committee  on 
Generic  Medicines,  says  the  EC 
labelling  Directive  was  written 
on  the  assumption  that  original 
packs  are  common  throughout 
the  Community  -  a 
fundamental  flaw  as  far  as  the 
UK  is  concerned.  A  change  of 
pack  requires  a  variation  to  the 
product  licence,  making  the 
introduction  of  OPs  even  more 
complex. 

"The  principle  problem, 
though,  is  mechanics.  If  PIL 
means  OPD  then  there  is  no 
possibility  of  the  UK  industry 
responding  in  time.  There  is 
simply  not  time  to  get  the 
licences  through,"  he  says. 

The  ABPI  has  taken  an 
initiative  to  set  up  a  register  of 


products  where  there  is  no 
controversy  over  pack  size.  All 
member  companies  were 
contacted  at  the  end  of  April  to 
pull  the  information  together. 

"The  hope  is  that  for  80  per 
cent  of  the  market  there  will  be 
an  easily  identified  pack,  and 
the  ABPI  represents  34  generic 
manufacturers.  People  tend  to 
get  very  emotional  about  this 
subject  and  think  about  the 
exceptions  rather  than  the 
obvious,"  says  Mr  Wall. 

It  seems  incredible  that  there 
is  still  no  consensus  over  what 
should  constitute  an  original 
pack.  As  Alan  Smith  says:  "OPD 
has  had  the  longest  gestation 
period  of  anything  in  pharmacy. 
It  is  unique  that  something  with 
such  universal  support  has  not 
been  acted  upon." 

While  the  ABPI  has 
championed  a  28  day  OP  (the 
UK  is  alone  among  European 
countries  in  this  —  decimal 
packs  are  the  norm  elsewhere) 
lack  of  agreement  has  led  to  it 
leaving  the  final  decision  to 
individual  manufacturers. 

The  BGMA  is  ahead  in  the 
game  here,  and  has  already  got 
a  consensus  on  pack  sizes  for 
over  1 50  lines  from  its  members, 
based  on  decimal  packs.  It  is 
betting  the  harmonisation  of 
packs  sizes  proposed  by  the  EC 
will  see  adoption  of  a  decimal 
unit. 

All  agreed 

One  thing  all  industry  parties 
are  agreed  on  is  the  need  for 
changes  in  legislation  to 
encourage  pharmacists  to 
dispense  generic  OPs  in  any 
transition  period.  An 
undertaking  has  been  given  by 
the  Department  of  Health  to 
amend  the  regulations  to  allow 
pharmacists  to  dispense  to  the 
nearest  OP,  says  Alan  Smith. 
Under  the  present  arcane  rules, 
pharmacists  can  only  dispense  to 
the  nearest  size  for  special 
containers,  ie  calendar  packs. 

The  BGMA  also  believes  that, 
after  the  labelling  Directive  is 


implemented  in  the  UK,  the 
Government  should  introduce 
parallel  legislation  making  it 
mandatory  for  pharmacists  to 
supply  in  OPs  as  they  become 
available  during  a  short 
transition  period.  A  phased 
change  by  therapeutic  class 
seems  acceptable  to  most 
parties. 

Graham  Wall  agrees.  "If  OPs 
were  introduced  on  a  licence  by 
licence  basis  as  they  came  up  for 
renewal  that  would  be 
unacceptable.  If  there  is  no 
change  to  the  pricing 
mechanism  to  encourage 
pharmacists  to  make  the  switch 
then  they  are  likely  to  stay  with 
the  low  cost  bulk  pack  until  the 
last  possible  moment,"  he  says. 

The  alternative  is  dual  pricing 
in  the  Drug  Tariff  for  up  to  five 
years  —  the  length  of  time  a 
marketing  authorisation  lasts  — 
which  would  be  anathema  to 
the  Prescription  Pricing 
Authority.  Manufacturers 
would  piggy  back  licences  at  the 
last  minute  to  enable  them  to 
bulk  pack  for  as  long  as  possible, 
and  pharmacists  would  abuse 
the  system  by  buying  in  bulk 
and  "dispensing"  OPs. 

Up  to  the  DoH 

All  now  hinges  on  the 
Department's  next  move.  A 
consultation  paper  is  expected 
towards  the  end  of  the  Summer. 
It  is  understood  that  parallel 
legislation  is  likely,  and  that  a 
transition  period  will  run  for  a 
year  until  January  1995.  In  the 
interim  pharmacists  face  the 
somewhat  untidy  prospect  of 
pads  of  patient  leaflets  being 
supplied  with  each  bulk  pack. 

But  the  bottom  line  is  that  for 
manufacturers  OPs  are  a  pain. 
"It's  going  to  cost  a  fortune," 
grumbles  one  leading  executive. 
"Can  the  industry  afford  it? 
There  is  not  sufficient  blister 
packaging  machinery  to  go 
round.  How  are  the  wholesalers 
going  to  cope?  Who  will  carry 
the  stock?  OPD  -  don't  hold  your 
breath!" 


1100 
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ingthe 
continental 

With  harmonisation  and  the  Single  European  Market  on  the  immediate  political  agenda, 

one  might  expect  the  days  of  parallel  importing  to  be  numbered.  But  with  Maastricht 
looking  like  a  broken  dream  and  harmonisation  seemingly  more  an  ideal  than  a  practical 
reality.  Euro-politics  seem  to  be  the  least  of  the  problems  facing  this  vigorous  trade.  Zack 
Goldring  talks  to  the  management  at  Stephar,  one  of  the  best  known  names  in  UK  parallel 

importing,  about  the  state  of  the  market 


The  opportunist  image  which 
parallel  importing  won  in  its 
early  days  still  haunts  the  trade 
today.  Yet  the  resistance  to 
stocking  these  products  has 
largely  crumbled,  thanks  to  a 
combination  of  the  major 
wholesalers'  decision  to  stock 
Pis  and  the  Department  of 
Health's  assumption  of  their  use 
in  their  claw  back  calculations. 

To  Stephar's  pharmacist 
superintendent  Roy  Racey  it  was 
the  wholesalers'  decision  to  step 
in  which  signalled  the 
acceptance  of  parallel 
importing.  Now  some  80  to  90 
per  cent  of  pharmacists  dispense 
parallel  imports  to  some  extent. 

Today's  major  parallel 
importers  are  keen  to  present  a 
professional,  high  quality  image 


of  their  activities  to  the  world. 
This  approach  is  epitomised  by 
Stephar,  one  of  the  first 
companies  to  treat  parallel 
importing  to  the  UK  as  a  serious, 
mainstream  business. 

"There  used  to  be  prejudice 
about  anything  to  do  with 
parallel  importing;  people  were 
judging  and  condemning  the 
phenomenon  in  a  most  negative 
way,"  explains  Marcel 
Hamilton,  Stephar's  sales 
director.  Thus  the  industry  was 
forced  to  take  steps  to  combat 
this  such  as  reducing  the 
percentage  of  out  of  stocks, 
continuity  in  product 
appearance  and  quality  control. 

"Out  of  stocks  were  a 
common  phenomenon  caused 
by  not  enough  or  not  fully 


equipped  sources  abroad, 
although  planned  purchasing 
has  gone  some  way  to  resolving 
this. 

"Another  reason  for  out  of 
stocks  was  the  Mediterranean 
attitude  of  demanding  cash  in 
advance  for  any  purchase, 
which  stretches  the  importers' 
cash  position,"  says  Mr 
Hamilton,  and  he  admits  that  to 
some  extent  this  remains  a 
problem. 

A  pharmaceutical  company 
can  manufacture  a  product 
abroad  in  one  colour  to  be  sold 
to  the  foreign  market  and  in 
white  to  import  into  the  UK, 
while  if  Stephar  buy  to  import 
they  can  only  get  the  unfamiliar 
looking  product. 

It  points  to  the  fact  that  there 


is  clearly  no  love  lost  between 
parallel  importers  and 
manufacturers.  By  importing 
the  same  branded  products 
from  markets  where  the 
company  makes  less  margin, 
parallel  importers  directly  affect 
the  profitability  of  the 
pharmaceutical  companies.  It 
would  be  surprising,  then,  to 
find  them  falling  over  each 
other  to  be  accommodating  to 
the  importers,  though  EC 
competition  regulation  force 
them  to  co-operate  to  a  degree. 

"The  pharmaceutical 
companies  take  any 
opportunities  to  hit  us,"  says  Mr 
Hamilton,  "but  manufacturers 
do  the  same  as  us,  import  and 
de-leaflet  when  they  have  to. 

"Manufacturers  are  moving 


Pushing  at  an  open  door? 

The  UK  Government  has  given  tacit  support  to  the  concept  of  generic 
substitution  proposed  in  one  of  the  latest  EC  directives 


Generic  substitution  is  not  an 
issue  within  the  pharmaceutical 
industry.  Everyone  knows  where 
they  stand. ..officially  at  least. 

The  British  Generic 
Manufacturers  Association 
supports  generic  prescribing, 
but  does  not  advocate  generic 
substitution.  A  strange  policy, 
youmight  think,  from  a  sector 
that  would  prosper  were  such  a 
policy  adopted.  The  reason  is 
straightforward:  most  major 
generic  manufacturers  are 
owned  by  large  multinationals 
who  oppose  g.eneric 
substitution. 

The  Association  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Industry  has 
long  opposed  substitution.  The 
arguments  are  weli  rehearsed:  it 
interferes  with  the  rights  of  the 
prescriber,  it  causes  confusion 
among  patients,  it  undermines 
the  income  of  the  R&D-based 
industry,  and  without  successful 
new  drugs  there  are  no 
generics,  and  so  on.  .. 


And,  says  ABPI  spokesman 
Peter  Lumley:  "What  is  the  logic 
of  restoring  patent  term  and, 
even  before  it  is  enacted, 
introducing  a  major  disincentive 
into  the  transparency  Directive? 
You  cannot  use  it  as  a  quid  pro 
quo  for  generic  substitution." 

In  simple  economic  terms 
there  is  no  argument:  the 
average  cost  of  a  generic  script 
is  £2.49,  the  average  cost  of  a 
branded  item  £7.16.  Each  1  per 
cent  swing  to  generics  saves  1 0 
million  on  the  drugs  bill, 
according  to  Department  of 
Health  reckoning;  the  BGMA 
puts  it  at  twice  that. 

However,  while  the 
Government  is  keen  to  keep  the 
cost  of  the  drugs  bill  within 
bounds,  it  is  also  aware  of  the 
large  positive  contribution  the 
pharmaceutical  industry  makes 
to  the  nation's  coffers. 

Generic  substitution  is 
practised  in  the  USA.  The 
pharmacist  has  to  offer  the 


patient  a  generic  with  the 
option  of  paying  extra  for  the 
equivalent  branded  product. 

The  Government  does  not 
favour  therapeutic  substitution. 
And  even  generic  substitution 
holds  a  number  of  pitfalls. 
Under  the  current  remuneration 
system,  the  dispensing 
pharmacist  would  lose  out  by 
dispensing  a  cheaper  product. 
The  simple  way  to  rectify  this 
would  be  to  make  contractors' 
income  less  dependent  on 
prescription  volume. 

While  Nigel  Norton  of  Harris 
Norton,  a  more  independent 
voice  than  most,  would  like  to 
see  substitution  in  a  regularised 
way,  there  is  a  down  side,  he 
warns.  "If  it  happened 
multinationals  would  have  to 
'genericise'  part  of  their 
business  to  cope."  This  is  exactly 
what  happened  post-limited  list 
to  many  brands,  notably 
Distalgesic  and  Wyeth's 
lorazepam  and  temazepam. 


Branded  generics,  while  only 
a  nuisance  for  pharmacists  and 
wholesalers  in  the  UK,  are  the 
norm  on  the  Continent.  Major 
European  generic  houses  such  as 
Ratiopharm  (Germany), 
Pharmachemi  (The  Netherlands) 
and  Dumex  (Scandinavia),  all 
supply  branded  generic 
products  detailed  by  medical 
sales  forces. 

Any  increase  in  usage  in  the 
UK  would  face  strong 
opposition  from  pharmacy 
contractors  unwilling  to 
increase  stockholding  of  what 
they  would  regard  as  duplicates. 

Opinion  is  split  as  to  whether 
the  UK  branded  generic  market 
will  grow.  Nigel  Norton  believes 
there  will  never  be  a  branded 
generic  market  here  —  rather 
the  Europeans  will  follow  us. 

Steve  Stocks  is  not  so  sure,  and 
feels  the  market  will  grow.  GPs 
still  have  suspicions  about 
generics  —  which  the  BGMA  is 
working  hard  to  dispel  —  which 
makes  a  "brand"  with  a 
reasonable  price  tag  appealing. 

"Market  forces  will  sort  the 
situation  out.  No  one  is  going  to 
put  a  branded  generic  on  the 
market  unless  they  are 
convinced  they  will  get  an 
adequate  return." 
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towards  a  single  production 
point  for  each  product,  which 
means  in  practical  terms  that 
they  are  as  much  importers  to 
domestic  markets  for  such 
products  as  the  parallel 
importers  themselves. 

"The  pharmaceutical  industry 
can  import  in  bulk  from  the  Far 
East  and  repackage  with  quality 
control,  and  then  it  is  regarded 
as  an  EC  product. 

"For  a  parallel  importer  to  get 
a  licence  for  a  product, 
however,  it  has  to  be  sourced  in 
the  EC." 

If  parallel  importing  has 
fought  its  way  to  a  degree  of 
respectability  it  is  because  of  the 
the  quality  controls  imposed  by 
such  long  term  players  as 
Stephar. 

"Parallel  importing  is  not  an 
operation  for  cowboys  any  more 
—  those  days  are  gone,"  says  Mr 
Racey. 

While  Mr  Hamilton  adds:  "All 
sorts  of  hiccups  do  occur  in 
production  and  we  spot  them. 
We  provide  an  additional  spot 
check." 

Batches  are  still  found  which 
do  not  pass  the  company's 
quality  control,  says  Mr  Mr 
Racey.  "For  instance,  we  found 
one  where  the  purity  of  the 
product  was  91  per  cent  instead 
of  the  95  to  1 05  per  cent  it 
should  have  been.  We  find 
batches  where  weights  vary  and 
have  found  at  least  one  where 
the  disintegration  times  were 
way  out." 

Quality  control  is  also  an 
opportunity  for  counterfeits  to 
be  discovered,  though  the 
parallel  importing  sector 
maintains  this  is  a  much 
exaggerated  problem. 
Nevertheless,  the  effect  of  their 
quality  control  testing  on  each 
batch  of  imported  drugs  means 
"we  police  the  industry",  says 
Mr  Racey. 


Checks  by  importers  often 
pick  up  packaging  problems  as 
well,  according  to  Mr  Hamilton: 
"We  pick  up  little  things  the 
wholesaler  may  miss  —  they 
don't  check  them." 

The  batches  with  the 
problems  described  above  were 
made  in  the  UK.  "I  can't  say 
countries  such  as  Greece  are 
always  worse  than  others  when 
it  comes  to  quality  of 
production,"  says  Mr  Hamilton. 
"We  have  rejected  batches  from 
every  member  state  of  the  EC." 

The  upshot  of  all  this  is  that 
the  level  of  returns  is  negligible, 
says  Mr  Racey.  "It  is  usually 
when  the  customer  doesn't 
order  the  right  product." 

All  parallel  imports  have  to  be 
licenced  by  the  MCA  and 
obtaining  these  licences  has 
been  a  bottleneck  in  the 
development  of  the  sector,  say 
Stephar. 

"When  we  started  in  1982 
there  was  no  licencing 
requirement  whatsoever," 
recalls  Mr  Hamilton.  But 
obtaining  the  licence  itself  now 
inhibits  the  number  of  products 
it  can  offer.  Currently  Stephar 
offer  1  50-plus  imported 
products  to  the  profession. 

"We  are  always  trying  to 
source  new  products;  we  have  a 
whole  list  of  applications  with 
the  DoH."  Currently  though, 
Stephar  say  they  are  looking  at  a 
two  to  three  year  wait  for  each 
product  licence. 

"The  DoH  relies  on  the 
co-operation  of  the  host  country 
to  get  the  information  from  the 
manufacturer." 

However,  it  is  the  variation  in 
product  licencing  across  Europe 
which  is  one  of  the  reasons  why 
"harmonisation  just  won't 
happen",  according  to  the 
Stephar  management. 

"It  appears  that,  though  you 
have  legislation  across  the  EC, 


each  member  state  will  be 
allowed  to  interpret  them  as 
they  like;  it  means  we  are  still  a 
long  way  off  a  common 
European  licence. 

"In  practice,  different 
standards  are  being  imposed  by 
licencing  authorities  in  different 
countries." 

Another  obstacle  to  European 
harmonisation  —  and  hence  the 
gradual  demise  of  parallel 
importing  —  is  the  differing 
rates  of  VAT  in  Europe.  Again, 
"there  are  no  Europe  wide 
margins  for  either  wholesalers 
or  pharmacists  and  pack  sizes 
remain  different  in  different 
countries. 

"According  to  the  European 
Commission,  each  country  can 
devise  its  own  regulatory 
schemes,  specifically,  launching 
additional  requirements."  Mr 
Racey  agrees:  "We  had  to  recall 
a  batch  of  Tagamet  500mg  on 
the  suspicion  of  contamination, 
but  the  French  didn't." 

Nevertheless,  harmonisation 
is  having  some  impact  on  the 


industry.  "There  are  now 
guidelines  on  what  one  must 
put  on  the  leaflet  (parallel 
importers  de-leaflet  packets  and 
put  their  own  in)  and  a 
time-scale  for  importers  to 
conform  to  it.  Moreover,  any 
licence  renewal  from  1994  will 
have  to  have  the  leaflet 
approved  by  the  MCA  as  part  of 
the  licence. 

"Harmonisation  means  that 
state  imposed  price  control 
schemes  and  reimbursement 
would  have  to  be  abolished; 
that  the  patent  status  of 
products  is  the  same  across  the 
community;  and,  that  pack  sizes 
and  types  of  presentation  are 
uniform."  With  this  in  mind, 
Stephar  do  not  expect 
harmonisation  to  bite  until  the 
end  of  the  decade. 

Nevertheless,  "the  best  days 
for  the  pharmacist  are  over  as 
far  as  parallel  importing  is 
concerned",  concedes  Mr 
Racey.  "But  I  like  to  feel  we 
have  become  part  of  the  British 
pharmaceutical  industry." 


DISCPHARM 


Suppliers  of  E.C. 
Pharmaceuticals 
Contact:  Ian  Harding 
Discpharm  Ltd,  UnitJK, 


Millmead  Industrial  Estate, 

High  Street,  Staines,  Middlesex  TW18  4UQ 

Tel:  (0784)  464306/7  Fax:  (0784)  463754 
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Parallel  Imports  —  UK 

Generic  Sales 

Hospital  Contract  Supplies 


®  Pharmaceutical  Exports 
Product  Research 
Product  Registration 


Stephar®  (U.K.)  Ltd. 

offers  the  Community  Pharmacist 

•  Fully  licensed  products,  labelled  in  accordance  with  the  Medicines  Act  Labelling  Regulations 

•  Fast,  efficient  order  processing  from  comprehensive  stocks  •  Regular  promotional  discounts 

•  Over  15  years  experience  in  parallel  importing  •  Product  liability  insurance 

•  Guaranteed  products  of  EEC  origin  •  Own  laboratory  facilities 

•  Over  200  fully  licensed  lines  •  Straightforward  returns  procedure 

•  Competitive  prices  •  Product  recall  systems 

•  Standard  payment  terms  give  up  to  60  days  credit 


Stephar  is  wholly  committed  to  supporting  the  Community  Pharmacist 
Buy  with  Confidence  and  Dispense  with  Confidence 


Stephar®  (U.K.)  Ltd. 

Freepost 
Great  Yarmouth 
Norfolk  NR31  8BR 

Tel:  0493-650069 
Linkline:  0800  581  541 
(Free  Call  Line  —  Orders  only) 
Fax:0493-655479 


Up  against  the  wa 

With  an  increasing  trend  towards  generic  prescribing,  an  indifferent  European  Commission 
and  a  hostile  manufacturing  industry,  parallel  importers  are  up  against  it.  Zack  Goldring 
talks  to  API  chairman  John  Barker  about  how  he  sees  the  issues 


If  ever  a  group  of  traders  felt 
unloved,  it  is  parallel  importers, 
and  this  mood  is  reflected  by 
John  Barker,  the  chairman  of 
the  Association  of  Parallel 
Importers,  the  industry's 
representative  body. 

"There  is  little  sympathy  for 
parallel  importers  from  the 
Government,"  says  Mr  Barker, 
who  is  also  the  chief  executive 
of  one  of  the  UK's  larger 
parallel  importing  companies, 
Spectrum.  "The  MCA  may  say  it 
is  not  opposed  to  importing  but 
it  delays  issuing  the  import 
licences.  It  means  the  import  of 
product  variations  is  held  up 
and  that 
damages  the 
trade  as  a  whole. 

"An  EC 
statement  says 
processing 
licences  should 
take  place  within 
45  days,  but  in 
the  experience 
of  our  members 
it  can  take  up  to 
five  years." 

This  is  not  just 
the  fault  of  the 
MCA  it  seems; 
information  is 
needed  from  the  manufacturers 
of  a  drug  to  be  imported  and 
with  no  love  lost  between  them 
and  the  importing  trade,  "they 
can  be  slow  to  respond". 

"As  soon  as  an  ECMA  number 
changes  —  and  it  can  —  the 
importer  needs  new 
authorisation  to  import.  Even 
that  can  take  up  to  six  months." 
A  number  change  may  be  done 
because  of  a  change  in  the 
manufacturing  site  or  a  change 
in  the  packaging  (such  as 
introducing  an  internal  blister 
pack).  "There  is  no  uniformity 
across  Europe  on  what  triggers 
an  ECMA  number  change;  it  is 
comparatively  rare  in  Germany 
but  fairly  common  in  France." 

John  Barker  says  the  API  "has 
become  the  catalyst  of  the 
ongoing  dialogue  with  the 
European  Commission".  Forthe 
API  the  main  issue  with  the 
Commission  "was  and  is 
impediments  to  the  free 
movement  of  goods  throughout 
the  EC".  That  dialogue  resulted 
in  a  report  commissioned  by  the 
EC  last  year  examining  the 
impediments  to  parallel  trade  in 
the  Community. 

But  again,  with  its 
relationship  with  the  EC,  the  API 
recognises  the  limits  of  its 
influence.  "There  are  two 
pressure  groups  converging  on 
Brussels  (manufacturers  and 
importers),  and  the  strength  of 
one  is  significantly  greater  than 
the  strength  of  the  other. 

"The  pharmaceutical  industry 
has  tremendous  political  clout  in 
Europe  and  health  is  an  emotive 
issue,  so  the  Brussels 
bureaucracy  is  wary." 


One  answer  to  providing  the 
API  with  greater  influence  may 
be  for  it  to  join  forces  with  other 
importers'  organisations  from 
other  EC  countries,  and  the 
commission  has  advised  the 
association  to  do  this. 

"The  Commission  takes  the 
view  our  case  would  be  much 
more  straightforward  if  we  had 
contacts  with  European  PI 
organisations  and  we  are 
attempting  to  establish  a 
European  forum,"  says  Mr 
Barker.  "I  would  be 
disappointed  if  we  haven't 
achieved  this  by  the  end  of  the 
year.  It  is  inevitable  that  trade 
associations 
with  become 
pan-European." 
One  of  the 
.   accusations  the 
API  has  to  field 
is  that  importers 

—  and  this  is 
another  area 
where  Mr 
Barker  feels  that 
importers  are 
misunderstood 

—  are 

responsible  for 
counterfeit 
drugs  getting 
into  the  supply  chain. 

"Peter  Lumley  said  in  the 
Pharmaceutical  Journal  recently 
that  importers  'have  to  take 
responsibility  for  the 
counterfeiting  which  floods 
Europe';  but  there  is  no 
evidence  for  this  except  for  one 
incidence,"  he  says.  "But  the 
ABPI  says  movement  across 
borders  means  counterfeits  can 
potentially  get  into  the 
distribution  chain.  The 
Department  of  Health  says  there 
is  no  evidence  that  counterfeit 
products  are  getting  into  the 
distribution  chain." 

To  help  combat  such  a  view  of 
importing  and  to  maintain 
standards  in  the  importing 
community,  the  API  has 
established  its  own  code  of 
ethics  "to  ensure  that  all 
members  of  the  Association 
shall  comply  to  the  highest 
standards",  as  it  says  in  the 
preamble.  It  binds  members  to 
only  importing  with  a  product 
licence,  obeying  the  regulatory 
bodies  and  abiding  by  the  code 
of  ethics  of  the  pharmaceutical 
society. 

And  it  is  not  a  toothless  body: 
it  expelled  Pharmaceuticals 
International  (before  they  were 
bought  by  Medicopharma)  for 
marketing  an  unlicensed 
product. 

Mr  Barker  admits  that  one 
problem  facing  the  importing 
trade  is  that  it  remains  highly 
fragmented. 

"A  pharmacist  can  get  a 
wholesaler's  licence  and  a 
manufacturer's  assembly  licence 
and  provided  you  meet  the 
standards  you  can  start  to 


import  immediately. 
Consequently  there  is  a  constant 
increase  in  the  numbers  of 
importers.  In  the  last  12  months 
there  have  been  six  new 
companies  that  I  know  of." 
(They  tend  to  be  small,  regional 
operators  servicing  a  50  mile 
radius  of  their  base.) 
"The  commitment  we  expect 
from  our  members  is  not  there 
in  these  cases,"  admits  Barker. 
"They  tend  not  to  last  more 
than  a  season,  then  they  expire 
—  sometimes  quite  painfully. 

"Pharmacists  can  only  make 
marginal  additional  savings  by 
importing  themselves.  By  doing 
this  I  think  pharmacists  are 
being  their  own  worst 
enemies." 

Intellectual  property  rights  is 
one  of  the  big  issues  currently 
facing  parallel  importers,  says 
Mr  Barker.  "For  instance, 
patents  in  Spain  and  Portugal 
have  been  granted  a  period  of 
time  whee  they  are  protected.  It 
means  that  Wellcome,  for 
example,  can  claim  valid  patents 
for  Septrin  and  Zofran  in  those 
countries  and  we  can't  import 
from  those  countries  until  this 
period  of  protection  expires.  It 
restricts  a  product's  ability  to  be 
traded. 

"More  significantly,  there  is 
trade  mark  law.  Under  the 
present  system,  a  company  can 
have  a  multiplicity  of  trade 
marks  for  the  same  product  in 
different  countries.  You  have  to 
accept  such  variations  as 
feminising  a  name  for  the 
French  language,  but  it  is  not 
acceptable  to  have  a  totally 
different  names  across  Europe." 

He  believes  that  by  marketing 
Ventolin  as  Ventoline  in  France 
(feminisation)  Ventide  in 
Portugal  and  Aeroline  in 
Greece,  Glaxo  are  acting  to 
prevent  parallel  importing. 
"The  reason  they  have  different 
trade  names  is,  if  the  importer 
over-labels  the  product  with  the 
correct  name  for  the  country  it 
wants  to  sell  into,  he  is 
infringing  his  product  licence." 

Another  obstacle  faced  by 
parallel  importers  is  the 
different  presentations 
favoured  in  different  countries. 
"Nearly  all  drugs  prescribed  and 
dispensed  in  the  UK  are 
imported,  but  the  question  is, 
by  whom? 

"One  example  is  Froben.  It  is 
only  made  is  Spain  and  Boots 
make  it  white  for  the  UK  but 
pink  for  elsewhere  in  the 
European  market.  Both  Boots 
and  Spectrum  import  it,  but 
mine  is  pink  and  Boots  is  white. 
If  that  is  not  an  artificial  barrier 
to  trade,  I  don't  know  what  is. 

"The  older  you  get,  the  more 
likely  you  are  to  question  it  if 
you  get  a  tablet  of  a  different 
colour.  The  public  perceive  it  as 
an  inferior  product. 

"There  is  the  suggestion  that 


taking  a  French  tablet  (green) 
instead  of  a  UK  tablet  (white) 
after  eating  French  cheese  and 
drinking  French  wine  is  putting 
your  health  at  risk.  This  is  the 
kind  of  disinformation  put  out 
by  drug  manufacturers.  But  now| 
there  are  so  many  controls,  it 
ensures  that  products  in  the 
distribution  chain  are 
therapeutically  identical." 

Original  pack  dispensing  is 
another  major  issue  for 
members  of  the  API,  says  Mr 
Barker.  "The  impact  will  be  on 
the  generics  market,  and  the 
proportion  of  generic  parallel 
imports  is  increasing. 

"While  most  generics  today 
are  still  manufactured  in  bulk, 
OPD  is  coming  in  over  the  next 
three  years. 

"It  will  mean  significant  cost 
increases  for  generics 
manufacturers  and  levels  of 
discounts  are  likely  to  be 
substantially  reduced  as  a  result. 

"Hardening  prices  will  change 
distribution;  instead  of  a  drum 
of  500  tablets  the  pharmacist 
will  have  to  have,  say,  packs  of 
28,  and  limitations  of  space  will 
mean  more  frequent 
deliveries." 

Mr  Barker  is  scathing  about 
what  he  sees  as  the  unfair 
nature  of  the  Glaxo  distribution 
scheme.  "Why  did  the  Glaxo 
scheme  come  into  place? 
Discounts  have  increased  so 
imported  products  are  now  less 
attractive.  It  is  a  pure  subsidy  to 
pharmacists. 

"Larger  pharmacist  will  tell 
you  they  are  getting  a  1 2  per 
cent  discount  and  also  a 
monthly  check  to  compensate 
for  not  buying  Pis." 

Mr  Barker  does  not  see 
European  price  harmonisation 
as  an  important  issue  for 
importers,  though.  "Ultimately 
you  will  have  price 
harmonisation,  but  at  what 
point?"  he  asks.  "It  is  difficult 
to  believe  it  will  become  a 
priority.  Manufacturers  don't 
want  it  —  a  harmonised  price  is 
likely  to  be  an  average  price." 
All  the  same,  "you  are 
beginning  to  see  the  price  of 
new  drugs  becoming  similar 
across  Europe",  he  adds. 

For  the  future,  Mr  Barker  sees 
a  European  licencing  authority 
on  the  horizon.  "The  UK  want 
to  be  it,  so  currently  London  is 
trying  to  show  it  is  the  most 
efficient  licencing  authority,  so 
the  time  scale  for  licence 
processing  is  reducing. 

In  defending  his  trade,  Mr 
Barker  makes  a  final  point:  "The 
consumer  is  the  one  person 
no-one  considers.  If  you  are 
travelling  in  the  EC  you  should 
be  able  to  get  the  same  product 
visually,  but  at  the  moment  it  is 
not  like  that.  At  least  a  central 
licencing  authority  means  you 
would  get  a  uniform  tablet 
throughout  Europe." 
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View 
from 
the 
street 

The  passing  of  the  old 
time  chemist  is 
mourned  by  a 
customer.  R.D. 
Woodall  feels  today's 
impersonal  multiple 
pharmacies  compare 
poorly  with  the  service 
he  recalls  from  his 
youth. 

It  is  only  recently  when  I  wanted 
to  buy  simple  items  like  lint, 
stockinet  and  boracic  powder 
from  a  chemists  that  I  realised 
fully  the  revolution  that  has 
taken  place  in  the  retailing  and 
dispensing  of  medicines.  The 
number  of  chemist  shops  seems 
thinner  on  the  ground  than  it 
used  to  be. 

One  by  one  the  independents 
are  disappearing  and  the 
businesses  becoming  part  of  a 
chain.  There  seem  to  be 
many  drug  stores  which  cannot 
dispense.  The  role  of  the 
chemist  in  society  has  in  fact 
become  depersonalised. 

In  my  childhood,  in  the  small 
place  I  grew  up  in  on  the  South 
coast,  there  were  two  chemist 
shops.  Both  were  run  by 
Scotsmen.  For  minor  ailments 
many  just  went  to  the  chemist, 
said  what  they  thought  was 
wrong  with  them  and  he  made 
up  a  mixture  which  usually 
worked.  If  either  of  the  chemists 
thought  you  needed  a  doctor, 
they  said  so  in  no  uncertain 
terms. 

Father  to  son 

There  was  a  personal 
relationship  between  the 
people  who  patronised  them 
and  the  chemists.  Each  had  been 
in  business  a  long  time,  a  sort  of 
father  to  son  arrangement. 
They  had  a  fund  of  local 
knowledge  of  what  their 
customers  were  likely  to  be 
suffering  from.  They,  like  the 
doctor,  knew  their  patches  well. 

Where  I  live  now  there  have 
always  been  two  or  three 
chemists  over  the  years. 
Pre-war,  as  now  no  doubt,  they 
made  money  out  of  selling  film, 
lotions,  beauty  preparations, 
lipsticks  and  the  like.  Just  before 
the  war  one  of  the  chemists 
retired  and  sold  out  to  the  then 
booming  local  Co-op.  The  other 


shop  remained  independent. 

By  the  time  I  became  a  board 
member  of  the  local  Co-op,  the 
chemist  shop  had  become  a 
costly  liability.  It  was  in  the 
wrong  place  for  the  new  health 
centre.  Originally  it  had  been 
opposite  the  doctor's  surgery. 
The  independent  chemist  had 
all  the  trade. 

The  first  to  go 

When  finally  the  local  Co-op 
merged  with  a  larger  Society, 
the  chemist  was  the  first  thing 
to  go.  Probably  the  most 
valuable  item  in  it  was  a 
magnificent  roll  top  desk  which 
had  been  left  there  by  the 
previous  owner. 

Nobody  really  worried  when 
that  shop  went.  The 
independent  chemist  was  a  very 
helpful  man  who  would  give 
advice,  if  asked.  He  liaised 
closely  with  the  doctors,  the 
dentist  and  the  optician,  as  one 
would  expect  in  a  small  place. 
The  atmosphere  in  the  shop  was 
friendly.  You  took  it  for  granted 
that  that  was  how  it  was  always 
going  to  be. 

Suddenly  you  find  out  he  was 
retiring.  He  just  quietly  dropped 
out  without  any  formal 
celebrations  or  goodbyes.  The 
shop  becomes  part  of  a  chain. 
The  assistants  remain  the  same. 
The  atmosphere  seems  friendly 


longer  stocked.  In  the  case  of 
the  stockinet  I  went  to  three 
chemist's  shops  in  town.  Not 
one  kept  it. 

One  shop  claimed  that  it  used 
to  be  stocked  but  was  no 
longer.  Another  by  a  busy 
surgery  was  blunt.  "It  isn't 
often  asked  for.  We  get  it  for 
customers,  if  it's  on  prescription 
through  the  NHS".  The  other 
firm  thought  its  other  branch 
might  have  some.  That, 
however,  involved  a  mile's  walk 
or  a  bus  journey  and  I  had  a 
meeting  to  attend.  So  I  didn't 
get  any. 

It  is  understandable  that  the 
small  chemist  is  being  squeezed 
out  from  the  bigger  places, 
because  of  the  amount  of 
capital  needed  to  stock  the 
expensive  drugs  now  dispensed 
in  modern  medicine.  Nowadays 
it  is  no  longer  "The  Mixture" 
made  up  in  the  shop  to  old 
formulae  with  the  bottle  being 
carefully  wrapped  up  in  paper 
and  sealed.  One  shop  I  used 
always  had  a  little  jet  burning  so 
that  sealing  wax  could  be  used 
on  the  paper. 

In  these  multiple  concerns  the 
continuity  is  so  often  lost.  The 
staff,  good  as  they  are,  move  on 
to  get  promotion.  They  cannot 
have  the  same  relationship  with 
the  customer  as  was  possible  50 
years  ago.  The  advantage  of  the 


enough.  The  dispenser  is  not, 
however,  a  local. 
Unquestionably  efficient  and 
well  trained  as  the  dispenser  is, 
folks  are  that  bit  more 
restrained  about  asking  about 
their  problems  or  about  the  side 
effects  of  what  has  been 
prescribed  for  the.  It  is  the 
natural  reaction  to  a  stranger. 
Something  had  gone  out  of  that 
shop. 

As  the  old  stock  has  been 
bought  up,  the  shelves  are  filled 
with  the  lines  favoured  by  the 
new  owners.  It  is  becoming  the 
same  as  any  other  chemists.  It  is 
when  you  ask  for  items  that  you 
have  always  been  able  to  get, 
that  you  find  that  they  are  no 


multiple  concern  is  that,  if  a 
doctor  prescribes  something  out 
of  the  ordinary,  it  is  obtained 
with  unbelievable  rapidity.  But 
gone  are  the  days  when  if  a 
prescription  was  needed  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  and  the 
chemist  lived  over  the  shop,  it 
was  obtainable. 

Today,  with  the  many  raids 
there  have  been  on  the  premises 
of  chemists,  a  level  of  security 
has  to  be  maintained  unheard 
of  50  years  ago  and  very  costly. 
The  majority  those  who  qualify 
as  pharmacists  just  have  not  the 
sort  of  money  it  takes  to  stock 
and  run  a  modern  chemist  shop. 
Inevitably  the  profession  has 
become  the  preserve  of 


companies  with  the  capital  to 
provide  the  services  needed. 

Yet  there  is  a  social  price  to  be 
paid  in  all  this.  With  fewer 
dispensing  chemists  around, 
elderly  people  living  at  a 
distance  from  a  shop  can  be  in  a 
pickle,  especially  if  they  arrive  to 
be  told  that  what  has  been 
prescribed  for  them  will  have  to 
be  sent  for  but  will  be  available 
in  half  a  day's  time.  For 
someone  who  has  made  a 
superhuman  effort  to  get  to  the 
shop  at  all,  that  can  be 
devastating  blow. 

Delivery  services 

With  some  of  their  older 
customers,  sometimes  either  the 
chemist  or  one  of  the  assistants 
did  deliver  the  medicines, 
although  probably  they  should 
not  have  done  so.  To  ask  for 
that  from  a  multiple  chemist 
shop  would  probably  be 
impossible. 

The  independents  may  hang 
on  in  some  smaller  places.  The 
tide  cannot  be  turned  back.  Is  it 
too  much  to  ask  the  multiple 
concerns  to  ensure  that  in  their 
shops  there  is  some  degree  of 
continuity  either  among 
pharmacists  or  dispensers,  so 
that  there  is  at  least  a  fighting 
chance  that  someone  is  there 
who  knows  the  customer? 
For  those  who  have  had  to 
struggle  into 
town  to  find 
only  part  of  a 
prescription  is 
immediately 
available, 
would  it  be 
unreasonable  to 
organise  some 
form  of  delivery 
service,  perhaps 
with  several 
shops  working 
together?  Is 
there  a  case  for 
more  shops  to 
be  open  for 
dispensing  on 
Sundays  or  Bank 
holiday 
weekends,  a 
dreadful  time  to 
get 

prescriptions 
made  up? 
People  cannot 
always  arrange 
to  fall  ill  at 
convenient 
times.  Would  it 
not  be  wiser  to 
have  more 
chairs  by  or  near 
dispensing 
counters, 
because  long  periods  of  waiting 
for  some,  especially  elderly 
people,  can  be  too  much  for 
them  if  they  cannot  sit  down. 

This  lack  of  continuity  was 
driven  home  to  me  when 
recently  I  went  into  a  big 
multiple  chemist  in  town.  There 
was  just  one  assistant  I  knew.  I 
had  known  her  25  years  ago  in  a 
long  closed  branch.  In  the  past 
25  years  she  must  have  been  in  a 
dozen  branches  of  the  same 
firm.  I  went  to  her  for  guidance, 
simply  because  I  knew  the  face. 
There  is  sense  in  firms  practising 
some  of  the  more  humane 
approaches  of  the  past,  while 
giving  the  efficient  service  they 
are  undoubtedlycapableof. 
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Businessnews 

Unichem  link  with 
MSD  and  Mediphase 


Unichem  have  been  made  an 
approved  distributor  for  Merck 
Sharp  &  Dohme's  regional  health 
authority  contracts.  The 
arrangement  starts  on  July  1. 

Tony  Foreman,  Unichem's 
deputy  marketing  director,  told 
C&D:  "MSD  always  had  AAH  as  a 
nominated  distributor,  but 
Unichem  have  been  growing  very 
fast  in  the  hospital  sector  and  this  is 
now  being  recognised  by  the 
pharmaceutical  companies. 

"The  arrangement  puts  us  on  an 
equal  footing  with  AAH  and  gives 
hospitals  a  choice." 

He  says  Unichem  is  already 
dealing  with  a  lot  of  the  larger 
hospitals,  such  as  Charing  Cross 
and  Westminster. 

Unichem  Hospital  Services  will 
provide  twice-daily  deliveries  of 
MSD's  range.  Using  Unichem's 
price  invoicing  system  will  allow  the 
hospital  to  accurately  cross-charge 
other  departments,  says  the 
company. 

The  company  has  also  reached 
an  agreement  with  Mediphase  to 
give  their  customers  exclusive 
access  to  the  computer  company's 
script  endorsement  system.  This 
computerised  system  has  been 
designed  to  make  it  easier  to  claim 
correctly  for  drugs  from  the  PPA. 

Maurice  Leaman,  the 
Mediphase  managing  director,  said: 
"Mediphase  were  keen  to  avoid  a 
deal  such  as  the  one  with 
Medicopharma  in  which  the  Dutch 
company  took  a  shareholding  and 
were  thus  able  to  control  the 
software. 

"The  deal  with  Unichem  is  a 
marketing  initiative  and  does  not 
involve  Unichem  taking  a  share  of 
Mediphase  Ltd. 

"In  this  way  the  company  is  able 
to  continue  the  development  of  its 
new  'anti-endorsing'  programme, 
now  in  an  advanced  stage. 
Mediphase  is  being  aided  in  its 
development  by  AT&T,  the 
American  communications  giant." 

Mr  Foreman,  giving  Unichem's 
perspective  on  the  deal,  said:  "If  a 


pharmacists  wants  Mediphase  he  or 
she  has  to  be  a  Unichem  customer. 
The  minimum  spend  on  a  Unichem 
account  is  £5,000  —  that  has  never 
changed. 

"We  have  tested  the  system  in 
our  Moss  chain  and  in  independents 
and  believe  the  savings  Mediphase 


claim  for  it  are  accurate. 

"We  are  going  to  get  behind 
Mediphase  and  promote  it  at  our  'at 
homes',  through  our  sales  force  and 
in  our  monthly  promotional  books". 
•  Unichem  have  changed  their  fax 
numbers.  The  new  numbers  are: 
081-391  7015  and  081-391  7105. 


AAH  unveil  new 
Warrington  depot 


AAH  Pharmaceuticals  customers  in 
the  North-west  of  England  and 
North  Wales  are  now  being  supplied 
from  a  new  £12  million  state-of-the- 
art  warehouse  in  Warrington. 

Officially  opened  last  week  by 
Bill  Pybus,  chairman  of  AAH 
Holdings,  the  warehouse  is  said  to 
be  one  of  Europe's  largest,  covering 
150,000  sq  ft  and  employing  some 
300  people.  It  replaces  smaller  units 
at  Warrington,  Heywood  and 
Burnley,  and  the  Preston 
distribution  centre. 

Computerised  order  picking 
machines  are  the  key  to  a 
throughput  of  up  to  250,000  lines 
per  week,  from  a  stock  base  of 
20,000  lines  stored  on  20  miles  of 
racking.  Fast  movers  are  picked 
automatically  on  a  now-familiar  A- 
frame,  but  for  this  new  facility  AAH 


have  introduced  an  Austrian 
median-movers  picker  —  the  first  in 
the  UK  and  believed  to  be  only  the 
second  in  Europe. 

Warrington  warehouse  is 
situated  close  to  the  M62,  giving  its 
72-van  fleet  ready  access  to 
customers  from  Kendal  down  to 
Todmorden,  Buxton,  Macclesfield 
and  Pwlhelli.  Further  investment  in 
large  new  operations  is  planned, 
says  David  Taylor,  AAH 
Pharmaceuticals  managing 
director,  with  technology  being 
increased  in  existing  smaller 
branches. 

•  AAH's  CM2  space  planning 
scheme,  launched  at  the  beginning 
of  June,  has  brought  in  300-plus 
signed  inquiries  so  far,  say  retail 
development  manager  Darren 
Kinor.  "We  are  expecting  more." 


Numark  split 
with 
Ayrshire 

Ayrshire  Pharmaceuticals  have 
been  voted  out  of  Numark  at  an 
extraordinary  general  meeting  of 
the  voluntary  trading  organisation. 
The  move,  which  comes  into  force 
in  July,  follows  the  takeover  of 
Ayrshire  by  Lloyds  Chemists  {C&D 
May  2,  p758). 

Numark's  managing  director 
Terry  Norris  said:  "In  the  event  of 
any  of  Numark's  wholesale 
members  changing  its  ownership,  a 
mechanism  in  the  articles  of 
association  is  triggered  which  allows 
existing  members  to  consider  the 
position." 

Mr  Norris  said  Numark  was 
casting  no  aspersions  on  Lloyds 
Chemists,  "which  is  a  public  limited 
company  of  very  high  standing". 

However,  he  said  the  interests  of 
a  large  retailers  and  an  association 
of  regional  wholesalers  were  likely 
to  differ  in  the  long  term.  In  short, 
there  was  a  conflict  of  interest. 

Any  Numark  business  in  the 
Ayrshire  catchment  areas  is  likely  to 
be  picked  up  either  by  John 
Hamilton  of  Glasgow  —  who  did  not 
vote  at  the  extraordinary  meeting  as 
they  had  a  direct  interest  in  the 
outcome  —  and  Hall  Forster  of 
Newcastle  Upon  Tyne. 

"The  issue  is  the  maintenance  of 
as  wide  a  choice  as  possible,"  said 
Mr  Norris. 

Numark  have  also  appointed  a 
new  company  to  provide  marketing 
services. 

Superior  Creative  Services'  first 
task  will  be  to  provide  local 
marketing  activity  and  produce  a 
corporate  brochure  for  Numark. 


Greeks  deny  Zantac  counterfeits  rumour 


Pharmaceutical  wholesalers  in 
Greece  deny  there  has  been  any 
counterfeit  product  circulating  in 
the  country.  The  Panhellenic 
Association  of  Pharmaceutical 
Wholesalers  and  Qualified 
Pharmacists  were  responding  to  a 
rumour  about  Zantac  picked  up  by 
parallel  importers  Stephar  (UK) 
during  a  recent  visit  to  Greece 
(C&D,  March  21,  p441). 


The  PAPWQP  points  out  that 
all  Greek  proprietary  medicines 
bear  a  security  tag  —  insisted  upon 
by  law  —  issued  by  the  country's 
National  Drug  Organisation  (NDO). 
This  has  to  be  fixed  to  the  scripts  by 
the  pharmacist  as  proof  of  purchase 
by  the  patient.  These  tags  are 
regularly  inspected  by  the  NDO  and 
bv  Glaxo  Hellas'  own  inspectors. 

The  PAPWQP  say  that  qualified 


persons  in  the  UK  have  been 
informed  of  the  security  tag  by  the 
Greek  MCA  and  they  also  inspect 
the  products  themselves  before 
releasing  them  to  the  UK  market. 

"The  Greek  market  is  as 
effectively  protected  against 
counterfeiters  as  any  other 
European  country  and  all  Greek 
wholesalers  operate  to  European 
Good  Wholesaling  Practice." 


NEW 


OPTICARE,  the  pre  iductof  I'harmacy  Award  Winning 
Research  is  currently  being  launched  to  the  Public 
through  Retail  I'harmacy 


NOTICE  TO  WHOLESALERS 

OPTICARE 

EYE-DROP  DISPENSER 


NEW 


OPTICARE  ls  a  new  eye-drop  dispenser  that  aims  and 

delivers  drops  accurately  into  the  eye  through  the 
action  of  a  unique  hand-operated  control  mechanism. 
Stock  is  available  from  the  underlined. 
Dispomed  Ltd.  114-120  Northgate  Street,  Chester  CHI  2HT.  Tel:  0244  318336.  Fax:  0244  342410 
OPTICARE  MAKES  EYE-DROP  POPPIN'  EASY 


OPTICARE  demand  in  the  MedicaJ/Nursing  market 
has  heen  established  and  advertising  to  the  Public  is 
now  underway. 
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Galen  open  new 
antibiotics  plant 


A  manufacturing  facility  to  produa 
broad  spectrum  penicillins  has  been 
opened  in  Northern  Ireland.  Galen 
Pharmaceuticals,  with  the  aid  of 
Northern  Ireland's  Industrial 
Development  Board,  have 
commissioned  a  plant  to  produce 
amoxycillin  and  flucloxacillin  at  the 
company's  Craigavon  base. 

The  facility  will  also  offer  contract 
manufacturing  facilities  for  other 
pharmaceutical  companies  and 
provide  tailor-made  antibiotics  for 
clinical  trials. 

At  the  opening  of  the  plant 
Robert  Atkins,  the  Minister  for 
Industry  and  the  Environment  at 
the  Northern  Ireland  Office  said: 
"Galen  have  identified 
opportunities  in  the  production  of 
broad  spectrum  penicillins,  a 
market  currently  worth  £68  million 
a  year.  Galen  have  made  progress 
towards  gaining  a  substantial  share 
of  this  important  market." 

The  plant  has  already  won 
approval  from  the  US  Food  and 
Drug  Administration  and  the 
Department  of  Health  in  the  UK, 
and  approval  by  EC  bodies  is  in 
progress. 

In  the  long  term  Galen  expect  to 
manufacture  and  develop  a 
complete  range  of  antibiotics, 
creating  100  jobs  in  the  Province 
over  the  next  three  years. 


Coming  events 


Summer  tea 
party 

The  Leicestershire  Branch  of  the 
Royal  Pharmaceutical  Society  is 
holding  a  Summer  tea  party  for 
retired  pharmacists  on  July  2. 

The  venue  is  the  Friends  Meeting 
House,  Queens  Road,  Leicester  at 
3pm.  Younger  members  and  their 
families  or  retired  pharmacists  from 
adjoining  branches  are  also 
welcome. 

Further  details  are  available  from 
Vela  Burden,  105  Scraptoft  Lane, 
Leicester  LE5  2FE  (tel:  Leicester 
767694). 

Advance  information 

IBC  Technical  Services.  "Duty  of  care: 
practical  guidelines  for  compliance", 
June  25-26.  The  Cafe  Royal,  London. 
Details  from  Amanda  Wright  on 
071-637  4383. 

The  Cosmetic,  Toiletry  and 
Perfumery  Association.  "Practical 
microbiology  for  the  cosmetics 
industry",  in  conjunction  with  the  North 
East  College  of  Technology,  Epsom, 
Surrey,  week  commencing  July  6.  For 
details  call  the  CTPA  on  071-491  8891. 

Hawksmere  Ltd.  "Health  and  safety  at 
work  —  the  new  European  Law",  July 
8,  London  W8.  For  details  call  071-824 
8257. 


Northern  Ireland's  Industrial 
Development  Board  has  provided  a 
grant  for  the  development,  but 
neither  it  nor  Galen  are  prepared  to 
put  a  figure  on  it.  Galen  are  also 
keeping  the  cost  of  the  develi  ipment 
close  to  their  corporate  chest. 

Test  runs  are  already  coming  off 
the  production  line  and  commercial 
production  is  expected  to  begin 
within  the  next  three  or  four  weeks. 

The  plant  is  said  to  have  a  unique 
feature  in  the  design  of  its  powder 
handling  and  filling  system,  which 
can  minimise  the  contact  of  the 
antibiotic  powder  with  the 
workforce.  A  specially  designed  air 
management  system  is  expected  to 
eliminate  the  possibility  of 
environmental  pollution  by 
controlling  both  incoming  and 
outgoing  air. 

Galen  Pharmaceuticals  began  life 
in  1968  with  just  four  product 
licences.  Today  the  company  holds 
60  licences  and  employs  more  than 
300  people. 

Galen's  chairman,  Allen  McClay 
said  at  opening:  "The  setting  up  of 
Galen  would  not  have  been  possible 
without  the  support  of  the  medical 
and  pharmaceutical  professions..." 

Baldwins  to 
sell  two 
branches 

Baldwins  of  Reigate  are  effectively 
selling  two  of  their  four  pharmacies 
to  Ernest  Oldcorn.  Mr  Oldcorn 
cun  endy  has  two  shops,  in  Claygate 
and  Ascot. 

On  July  1  all  four  Baldwins  shops 
will  go  to  Mr  Oldcorn,  but  on  the 
same  day  a  new  company,  Baldwins 
(91)  will  repurchase  the  Reigate  and 
Redhill  stores,  leaving  the 
Bookham  and  Fetcham  branches 
with  the  Oldcorn  group.  The  value 
of  the  transaction  has  not  been 
disclosed. 

All  communications  with  the 
Fetcham  and  Bookham  branches 
should  go  directly  to  these  branches 
after  July  1,  say  Baldwins.  The 
Redhill  and  Reigate  branches  will 
continue  to  trade  as  before. 


IN  THE  CITY 


The  stock  market  has  all  but  lost  its  post  election 
enthusiasm.  With  the  economy  yet  to  show  any  tangible 
signs  of  recovery,  share  prices  in  blue  chips  have  drifted 
lower  in  the  past  few  weeks.  In  addition,  growing  fears 
about  dividend  cuts  from  large  part  of  British  industry  and 
the  bloodbath  taken  by  the  property  sector  have  added  to 
the  woes.  As  a  result,  the  Footsie  has  given  up  much  of  its 
gains  since  April. 

The  bearish  sentiment  has  also  affected  the 
pharmaceuticals  sector,  which  has  seen  considerable  profit 
taking,  particularly  in  Glaxo  and  SmithKline  Beecham. 
More  recently,  the  continuing  deep  problems  faced  by 
Fisons  have  added  to  its  weakness.  Since  the  beginning  of 
the  year  the  sector  has  underperformed  the  market  by 
about  15  per  cent,  with  Glaxo  down  by  almost  a  quarter. 

Now  the  spotlight  has  turned  on  Fisons.  The  company's 
shares  plummeted  by  about  a  third  last  week,  after  it 
shocked  the  market  with  a  surprise  profits  warning.  Its 
problems  stem  from  drug  manufacturing  difficulties  in  the 
UK  which  have  prompted  a  ban  on  the  sale  of  Imferon  and 
Opticron,  two  key  products,  in  the  US. 

The  company,  which  has  recently  installed  a  new 
management,  said  that  first  half  profits  for  this  year  were 
unlikely  to  reach  half  those  of  last  year.  This  led  to  a 
savaging  of  profits  fore  casts  by  City  analysts  —  most  have 
slashed  their  estimates  by  up  to  $100m.  The  current 
thinking  is  that  Fisons  will  make  pretax  profits  of  between 
£120m  and  £150m  for  the  full  year,  compared  with  about 
£191m  in  1991. 

London  International,  the  medical  gloves  and  Durex 
condoms  maker,  has  also  been  weak  ahead  of  its  full  year 
result  which  were  due  on  Thursday.  A  number  of  brokers 
have  recently  downgraded  their  profits  estimates,  led  by 
the  company's  own  broker,  Warburg  Securities.  City 
estimates  range  between  £40m  and  £45M. 

Meanwhile,  Wellcome's  mammoth  share  offer  bangwagon 
is  picking  up  speed.  The  public  may  also  be  invited  to 
participate.  Both  Wellcome  and  its  financial  adviser, 
Flemings,  are  holding  a  series  of  presentations  with  big 
investors  in  several  countries. 


AAH  —  all  the  fun  of  the  Fair 
Ripley  Castle  Trade  Show 


AAH's  seventh  Family  Day  Trade 
Show,  held  at  Ripley  Castle  last 
weekend,  was  run  to  a  tried  and 
tested  formula  mixing  work  and 
pleasure,  with  1,000  pharmacists 
plus  their  families  in  attendance. 

Some  40  companies  exhibited  in 
the  tented  village  with  a  further  12 
companies  who  supply  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association 
exhibiting  with  them  in  a  separate 
tent,  with  senior  NPA  staff  manning 
their  own  stand.  There  was  a 
medieval  theme  for  the  day  with 


Alan  Turner,  AAH  marketing  and  sales  director  (right)  is  interviewed  by 
Peter  Wheeler  for  BBC  Select's  'Marketing  sense",  to  be  broadcast  July  10 


Robin  Hood  and  his  men 
entertaining  the  crowds  and 
running  a  variety  of  stalls  such  as 
archery  and  cow  pat  pitching. 

Marketing  and  sales  director  Alan 
Turner  sees  the  Family  Days  as  an 
opportunity  for  AAH  and  their 
suppliers  to  do  business,  but  more 
importantly,  for  AAH  to  build 
relationships  with  pharmacists  and 
their  families  by  giving  them  a 
"thoroughly  enjoyable  day  out".  It 
also  gives  senior  AAH  staff  and 
directors  meet  customers  face  to 
face. 

Mr  Turner  had  the  chance  to  get 
this  message  across  when  he  was 
interviewed  on  the  AAH  stand  by 
Peter  Wheeler  of  BBC  Select's 
"Marketing  sense"  programme,  due 
on  air  on  July  10,  and  is  comparing 
the  influence  of  advertising  direct  to 
customers  with  the  benefits  of 
running  themed  trade  shows. 

Trefor  Williams,  who  is  to  take  as 
NPA  business  services  manager 
(pi  1 18)  says:  "It  was  a  well  planned 
event,  and  we  hope  we  can  develop 
a  continuing  relationship  with  AAH 
to  improve  the  services  we  can  offer 
the  community  pharmacy." 
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PHARMACIST  L0CUMS 


AGENTS 


i  i 

1 

s 

CHEMISTS 

i       1      i  i 

Pharmacists  who  adopt  a  high  profile,  have  first 
class  communication  skills  and  staff  management 
should  welcome  the  opportunity  to  join  our 
expanding  Company. 

Exciting  recent  developments  within  this  highly 
professional  Company  dedicated  to  the  health  of 
the  communities  it   serves  has  created  the 
following  vacancies:  — 

LOCUM  PHARMACISTS: 
THORNABY 

Cover  required  tor  Wednesday  and  Friday 
evenings,  6pm  to  8pm,  alternate  weeks.  Please 
contact  the  Manager,  Mr  A  Greenwell,  on  0642 
750123. 

CORBY 

Cover  required  tor  every  Sunday.  For  further 
details  please  contact  the  Manager,  Mr  Iketubosin 
on  0536  203093. 

IPSWICH 

Cover  is  required  for  annual  leave  during  August : 
10th,  12th,  17th  and  24th.  Please  contact  the 
Manager,  Mrs  M  Dowell  on  0473  461610  for 
further  details. 

BE  SELECTIVE  WORK  FOR  MOSS  CHEMISTS 

1 

1 

1  1 

AGENTS  REQUIRED 

Are  you  already  calling  on  chemists?  You  can  earn  an 
extra  <£6()-£  100  per  day  introducing  a  new  product 
valuable  to  chemists.  All  areas  of  the  UK  required. 

If  interested  write  to 
Healthways  Chemists  Ltd,  1-3  Front  Street, 
Acomb,  York,  North  Yorkshire  Y02  3BW. 


Provincial  Pharmacy 
Locum  Services 


SUMMER  LOCUM  SHORTAGES 

^cov::\  H^* 

i„v  motivated;  1  f  ,t>  'ce. 

WC  ^nced  and  we»  1         I  OneCalltQus 

e*pe     Id  locum      \       I  Savesyouti°Us 
trained  l°tu          ■        M  Wq        yvu  time  and 

We  have  over  3000 
Pharmacists  Registered !  y~~Z? 

plus  experience  of  handling      Jt  — 

over  100,000  bookings  s  oTlSoSo 

Nationwide!  Jju 

Please  Call  Now!      Z^J Newcastle 

091-233  0506 

O^m  r  ^Susiness 

PlaTnthPht°nZ,P0rur,em  Si?  SHEFFIELD 

in  the  hands  of  our   ^  ,  j  0742-699  937 

experienced  co-ordinators.  Mf 

We  will  inform  you  the  CARDIFF   — 

moment  cover  is  found.  0222  549174  BIRMINGHAM  \ 

021-233  0233  / 

Your  Business  " 

We  leave  you  to  get  on  with  cycttd  LONDON 

doing  what  you  do  best-  0392  422244  0892-515  963 
Running  your  Business 


ELANS  LOCUM  SERVICES 


Serving  the  West  Midlands  and  sum  mnding  counties 
Locums  urgently  required  in  above  areas  and  also  in 
Newcastle  and  Manchester 

Call  (021 )  43351 64  or  (0831 )  407044 
to  book  or  register  now! 
24  HOUR  SERVICE 
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PHARMACIST  LOQJMS 


JJ'S 


AGENCY 


*  PROFESSIONAL  ★  RELIABLE  *  CARING  ★  NATIONWIDE  SERVICE  * 

WEST  MIDLANDS  021-523  2852 
NORTH  061-448  8423    SOUTH  081-880  3728 
24  HOUR  HOTLINE  —  0836  299863    0836  552378  (Newly  Registered  Welcome) 

APPLY  NOW  FOR  FREE  REGISTRATION 

Other  Services 


OFFERING  FROM  £1 1 .00  PER  HOUR        ★  Low  Cost  Accountancy 
TO  LOCUMS  BALANCED  WITH  LOW         ★  Loan  Schemes 
COST  PROPRIETORS  ★  Group  Holidays 

YOU  SIMPLY  CAN'T  AFFORD  TO  BE  WITHOUT  US 


★  P.I.  Insurance 

★  Weekly  Lotteries 

★  Xmas  Bash 


Leaders  in  Pharmacy  placements  since  1965,  we  bring  employers 
and  pharmacy  professionals  together  -  fast.  You'll  trust  our  friendly, 
personal  service. 
Call  Julie  Menghius  -  NOW! 


071-486  3898 

Medical  &  General  Employment  Agency 

6  Paddington  Street  London  W1 M  4BE 

24  hrs.  A'phone:  071  -224  1 897  Fax:  071  -224  4924 


our  amiim  -  your  assurance 


NORTHERN  LOCUMS 

Agency  (Lie.  No.  YH1  599) 

Areas  covered: 


Yorkshire,  Newcastle,  Manchester,  Liverpool 
Leeds  Tel  &  Fax  No:  0274  562066 
Manchester  Tel  &  Fax  No:  061  7258063 

OPEN  7  DAYS  UNTIL  1 0PM 


AGENTS 


COMMISSION  AGENTS 

Leading  and  successful 
international  company  seeks 
established  professional  agents. 
There  are  several  areas  available 

and  the  ideal  applicants  will 
currently  be  handling  four  or  five 
other  agencies. 

O 

If  you  feel  you  have  the  necessary 
qualities  to  service  and  build  on 
our  current  customer  base,  then 
please  apply  to 

BOX  C&D  3408 


CAPITAL  LOCUMS 

081  -500  7465  24  hours       081  -421 4227  24  hours 
Locums  supplied  nationwide 

The  employment  agency  for  Pharmacists 
providing  a  first  class  locum  service  for 
London  and  surrounding  counties  and  now 
nationwide.  Retail  and  hospital. 

Pharmacists  are  invited  to  telephone  for  free 
registration  —  top  rates  obtained. 

Registered  Pharmacists  are  requested  to 
notify  availability. 


LOCUM-LINK 


Member  of  the  Henry  I.  Perlow  Group 
National  Pharmacy  Locum  Agency 
TELEPHONE  081-907  9894 

Kent/Sussex  Office  0892  510526 

We  invite  Pharmacist  Locums  to  apply  for  registration 


NORTHAMPTON 

Locum  Pharmacist 
required  for  one  week 
commencing  21/8/92. 
Please  ring 
0604-20008. 


ROCHDALE  AREA,  just 
off  Junction  21  on  M62, 
locum  required  for  1  to  2 
Fridays  or  Saturdays  per 
month  for  easily  run  shop. 

Tel:  0706  39881. 
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PHARMACIST  LOCUMS 


BEESTOIM,  NOTTS 

locum  required  to  work 
Thursday /Friday/Saturday 
on  a  regular  basis. 
Starting  1  5th  June  until 
25th  July.  If  interested 
telephone  0602  253034 
for  further  details. 


SWINDON,  WILTS. 

locums  required  for 
evenings,  part,  or  full 
day  for  busy  modern 
pharmacy. 

Tel: 

0793-705322. 


OpC  COMPLETE  PHARMACY  CARE 

ape 
epe 


BUSINESS  FOR  SALE 


SCOTLAND'S  I >T  Mil  IMII  I)  IM)I  PI M  LOCI  M  AGENCY 

For  straightforward  charges,  no  hidden  extras  and  a  personal  service  call 
the  agency  that  cares.  C.P.C.  invite  potential  locums  and  clients  to  call 

031  441  4445  or  0831  626  427 


ERNEST  J.  GEORGE  AND  CO. 


E1  FYLDE  COAST 

Freehold  property,  turnover  £239,643  based  on  2,773  items  per  month  Owner  willing 
lo  grant  a  lease.  Price  asked  tor  goodwill,  fixtures  and  fittings  in  excess  of  £125.000 
plus  stock  at  valuation 

E2MERSEYSIDE 

Pleasant  suburban  pharmacy  opened  November  1990,  current  turnover  £101,000 
based  on  1 .700  plus  items  per  month.  Properly  leasehold  at  £3,500  per  annum.  Price 
asked  £50,000  for  goodwill,  fixtures  and  fittings  plus  stock  at  valuation,  approximately 
£10,000. 

E3  MANCHESTER 

Long-established  freehold  business,  turnover  £139,000,  high  gross  profit  30Vi%, 
based  on  1,450  items  per  month  Price  asked  £35,000  for  goodwill,  fixtures  and 
fittings,  plus  freehold  property  at  £60,000  or  vendor  would  consider  granting  lease 
plus  slock  at  valuation  approximately  £21 ,000 

E4  LANCASHIRE 

Freehold  business,  turnover  £460,000  based  on  5,500  items  per  month,  business 
situated  close  to  doctors  Price  asked  offers  in  excess  of  £250,000  lor  goodwill, 
fixtures  and  fittings  plus  freehold  properly  at  £67,000  plus  slock  at  valuation 
approximately  £48,000, 


E5  SOUTH  YORKSHIRE 

Town  centre  freehold  business,  turnover  £338,000  based  on  3,400  items  per  month, 
large  freehold  properly  including  three  bedroom  living  accommodation  with  separate 
entrance  and  large  garden  Price  asked  £160,000  for  goodwill  plus  freehold  at 
£100,000  plus  stock  at  valuation 

E6  LEICESTERSHIRE 

Leasehold  business  situated  on  large  housing  estate.  Current  turnover  £170,000 
based  on  approximately  1 ,000  items  per  month.  Price  asked  for  goodwill,  fixtures  and 
fittings  in  the  region  ol  £50,000  plus  slock  at  valuation  approximately  £15,000 

E7  KENT  COAST 

Leasehold  business  turnover  £400,000,  gross  profit  27.2%,  situated  in  modern 
precinct  adjacent  lo  large  supermarket.  NHS  dispensing  1 ,600/1 ,700  Price  asked 
lor  goodwill,  fixtures  and  liftings  and  leasehold  interest  £275,000  plus  stock  at 
valuation. 

E8  MIDDLESEX 

Leasehold  business  (freehold  property  available)  turnover  £260,000  based  on  1 ,331 
items  per  month,  close  to  two  doctor  practice  Price  asked  £100,000  for  goodwill, 
fixtures  and  fittings  plus  stock  at  valuation  approximately  £22,000. 


MORE  THAN  JUST  A  STOCKTAKING  SERVICE 


Stock  Cottage, 
37  Greek  Street, 
Stockport, 
Cheshire  SK3  8AX. 

Telephone: 
061-477  9045 
Fax: 

061-480  4684 


ALLIANCE  VALUERS  AND  STOCKTAKERS 

1 20  Pannal  Ash  Road,  Harrogate  HG2  9AJ 
Telephone:  (0423)  531 571 


DONCASTER  AREA 

Limited  Company  with  two  branches  Sate  by  way 
of  share  transfer 

Branch  1.  T/O  £375,000  NHS  items  4,550 
Freehold  £60,000 

Branch  2.  T/O  £400.000  NHS  items  3,800. 
Freehold  £65,000 

Both  easy  hours  Offers  around  £520,000  for 
GW/Fix  plusSAV 

Sole  Village  Pharmacy  T/O  £355.000  NHS  items 
3,300  Very  easy  hours.  Freehold  £40,000  Offers 
for  GW/Fix  around  £235,000  plus  SAV  Sale  by 
share  transfer. 


W.  YORKS 

Town  Centre  Pharmacy  T/O  projected  June  92 
£200,000  NHS  items  1,500  per  month.  Good 
perfumery  trade  Easy  hours  Freehold  property 
with  former  L  Accomm  £55.00  Offers  for  GW/Fix 
around  £55.000  plus  SAV 
YORKS  COAST,  FILEY 

Retirement  Sale  Prominent  Pharmacy  in  centre  of 
this  charming  seaside  town.  T/O  Oct  91  £386.000 
NHS  items  3,450  per  month  Great  potential 
Substantial  freehold  property  £92,500  Offers 
around  £240,000  for  GW/Fix  plus  SAV  approx 
£50,000 


SELLING  YOUR  PHARMACY? 

Lloyds  Chemists  pay  the  best  prices  for  pharmacies 
nationwide.  Confidential  negotiations  and  prompt 
settlements  assured.  Telephone  Dick  Turner  on  (0827) 
26001 1  or  (0543)  262001  evenings. 

Lloyds  Chemists  Pic 
Britannia  House,  Centurion  Park,  Tamworth, 
Staffordshire  B77  5TZ. 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

Recently  opened 
pharmacy,  excellent 
area.  Tremendous 
potential.  Run  under 
Locums.  1  year 
turnover  £170,000  and 

increasing,  high  GP. 
Leasehold.  Ideal  for  first 

time  proprietor 
manager.  Price  £67,500 
ono  plus  sav. 

Tel:  (0733)  390655 


Moss  Chemists  are  a  subsidiary 
of  Unichem  Pic,  controlled  by 
Pharmacists   with   a  positive 
professional  approach.  We  are 
expanding  rapidly  and  wish  to 
hear  of  pharmacies  or  groups  of 
pharmacies  for  sale  throughout 
the  UK  with  a  minimum  turn- 
over of  £350,000. 
Freeholds  purchased. 
Please  write  or  telephone:- 
Mr  M.C.  Bayly 
Acquisitions  and 
rrunchise  Executive 
Moss  Chemisls, 
Fern  Grove,  Feltham, 
Middlesex  TVV14  9BI) 
CHEMISTS  Tel  No.  081-890  9333 


M.E.  PHARMACY  CONSULTANTS 

IW1IDDX.  Prime  High  Street  Pharmacy  with  2  floors 
over.  Turnover  £430,000.  NHS  1,900  items  per 
month.  Net  rental  £16,500  p. a.  Reduced  price  for 
quick  sale  £199,000  SAV. 

HERTS.  Lock  up  Pharmacy  run  under 
manager/locums.  Low  rent.  Long  lease.  Turnover 
£245,000  p. a.  NHS  1,400  items  per  month.  Price 
£135,000  SAV. 

LONDON  N1.  Pharmacy  with  2  floors  above  in  busy 
market  street.  Turnover  £480,000  p. a.  NHS  2,000 
items  per  month.  Rent  £1 6,000  p. a.  Price  £300,000 
SAV. 

For  further  details,  or  to  sell  your  business. 
Telephone:  0923  827962. 


HENRY  I.  PERLOW  MRPharmS 


LONDON  W9.  Lock-up  Pharmacy.  Annual  turnover  £320,000. 
NHS  items  1,700  per  month.  New  lease.  Rent  £15,000  p. a. 
Retirement  sale.  Price  £1 50,000  SAV.  No  offers.  Ret  01253 

N.  LONDON.  Unopposed  Pharmacy  in  upmarket  location.  Annual 
turnover  £360,000.  NHS  items  1 ,800  per  month.  Long  lease.  Rent 
£13,000  p. a.  Price  £250,000  SAV.  Ref.  10143 

TO  BUY  OR  SELL  A  BUSINESS 
TELEPHONE  081-907  9894 


NEW   FOREST  VILLAGE 

PHARMACY,  T/O  191,999.  GP 

£56.991  -  %'s  dispensing.  S/C  3  dbl 
bed  accom.  Lge  gdn/parking.  £195,000 
FREEHOLD  or  with  Studio  Flat  & 
Investment  Income  of  £8.500  p. a.  — 
£295,000  —  Andrew  Greenwood. 
A.I.B.A.  (0794)  522228. 


GUERNSEY 

Substantial  Retail  and  Dispensing  Phar- 
macy for  sale  in  prime  location.  Turnover  in 
region  of  £400,0110.  2,000  +  items  per 
month.  Available  on  secure  lease  Genuine 
retirement  sale  £225,000  plus  SAV 

Broadland  Estates  Lid 
Tel:  0481  712222. 
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BUSINESS  FOR  SALE 


Specialists  in  Stocktaking 
for  Transfer  and  Audit 

&    C  O  M  P  AN  Y 


-  Est.  1846   

1699  SUFFOLK 

Beautifully  lilted  long  established  pharmacy  Main  load  localions  Estimated 
t  o  [220  000  based  on  1.4CI0M. 500  Hems  pet  month  Easyhoins  Freehold 
available 31  f 70  000  f 65.000  loi  goodwill  l&lplusSAV 
CONTACT  EPPINC  OFFICE 
1904  SURREY 

Main  Road  Pharmacy  Estimate  T  o  1230,000  based  on  1.650  Hems  pet 
month  b'i  day  week  New  lease  oi  Freehold  available  Quirk  sale  required 
Price  asked  Oilers  in  the  legion  ol  f 95.000  lor  G'W  ISI  plus  SSV 
CONTACT  EPPINC  OFFICE 
1926    EAST  MIDS 

Turnover  [340  000  NHS  items  avetage  J. 900  pet  month  Easyhouis  Hall 
day  Satutday  Established  20  yeats  to  prominent  corner  position  oil  city  cenlte 
New  lease  to  be  negotiated  Olleis  invited  aioond  [100,000  plus  stock  at 
valuation 

CONTACT  WALSALL  OFFICE 
1885  LEICS 

Shopping  precinct  with  huge  supermarket  Serves  large  expanding  residential 
aiea  Turnover  [190,000  NHS  items  1  190  pet  month  Nice  shop  on  lease  al 
[6  500  pei  annom  Hess  sub  let  Hall  Oilers  aroond  [50.000  plus  S&r 
CONTACT  WALSALL  OFFICE 
1870  MIDGLAM 

Old  established  Rhondda  phatmacy  Tnmover  F230.000  with  28%  gloss  ptotil 
NHS  Hems  2.300  pet  month  Easy  hoots,  two  halt  days  closed  Piopetty 
[27,000  or  lease  al  [3.000  pet  annum  Oiler  around  [85.000  plus  SAV  Early 
viewing  recommended  at  this  bargain  price 
CONTACT  WALSALL  OFFICE 

1851  CHELTENHAM 

Turnover  [300,000  increasing  Good  gross  ptotn  and  low  ovetheads  Shows 
high  return  to  ownet  pharmacist  NHS  Hems  2.600  per  month  Old  established, 
attractive  well  Idled  shop  with  room  to  expand  Selves  large  residential  area 
Visit  essential  Oilers  around  E 1 65,000  plus  stock  al  valuation  [20,000 

1883  DERBYSHIRE 

Turnover  [200,000  protected  NHS  Hems  1 ,750  per  monlh  Double  tronted 
corner  shop  on  lease  at  low  rental  Oilers  around  [60,000  plus  SAV 
CONTACT  WALSALL  OFFICE 


1882    WEST  MIDS 

Tutnovet  [270.000  NHS  items  avetage  2,000  pei  month  Easyhouis  Hall 
day  Wednesday  Extensive  premises  on  long  lease  al  [15,000  pet  annum  to 
1996  Sale  due  to  illness  Oilers  invited 
CONTACT  WALSALL  OFFICE 

1894  CHESTER 

Commomly  pharmacy  situated  in  heavily  popolated  sobutb  ol  Chestei  Sales 
year  ended  31  192  (383,009  Gross  profit  al  25%  E95. 752  NHS  monthly 
average  3,030  Hems  Tenute  -  leasehold  Price  tot  goodwill,  lulures  and 
lutings  [250,000  plus  SAV 
CONTACT  LEEDS  OFFICE 

1924    NORTH  WALES 

Two  community  pharmacies  situated  in  popolar  North  Wales  coastal  resorts 
Total  sales  year  ended  28  2  92  [610,000  Gross  profit  [148,781  Total  NHS 
monthly  avetage  3,468  Hems  Tenute  1  leasehold,  1  freehold  Price  lor 
goodwill,  Intuies  aori  Idlings  [200,000  plus  slock  in  Irade  and  freehold 
valuation 

CONTACT  LEEDS  OFFICE 

1897  SHEFFIELD 

Community  pharmacy  situated  in  residential  suburb  ol  Shpllreld  and  located 
next  lo  doctors  surgery  Protected  sales  year  ending  313  92  [220,000  Gross 
profit  fa  30  4%  [66,361  NHS  monthly  average  2,245  Hems  Tenute 
leasehold  terms  negotiable  Pure  loi  goodwill  lixtores  and  fillings  (120,000 
plus  stock  at  valuation 
CONTACT  LEEDS  OFFICE 

1898  SHEFFIELD 

Community  phaimacy  situated  on  main  road  in  busy  shopping  area  ol  Sheffield 
Sell  contained  Hal  above  Sales  year  ended  31  1  92  [180  404  Gross  profit 
13  30  93%  (55,796  NHS  monthly  average  1 ,730  items  Price  for  freehold, 
goodwill  fixtures  and  fillings  [250.000  plus  stock  al  valuation 
CONTACT  LEEDS  OFFICE 
1856    YORKSHIRE  LANCASHIRE  BORDER 

Turnover  [243.912  @  32  7%  NHS  2,000  Hems  p  m  Tenure  freehold  @ 
[35.000  Price  lor  goodwill  FSF  [150.000 
CONTACT  LEEDS  OFFICE 


1696    NORTH  WALES    TOURIST  REPORT 

Family  pharmacy,  mam  street  ol  popular  tourrsl  centre  Sales  year  ended 
30  4  91  (256,013  Gross  ptoltl  §  26  6%  (68,164  NHS  monthly  average 
2.175  Hems  Tenure  -  leasehold  Price  tot  goodwill,  fix  rotes  and  lutings 
[  1 40.000  plus  slock  at  valuation.  Freehold  it  prelerred  f  1 50,000 
CONTACT  LEEDS  OFFICE 

1640  SHEFFIELD 

Turnover  (204,000  NHS  1,700  Hems  Tenure  leasehold  Price  lot  goodwill, 
E&F  (80,000 
CONTACT  LEEDS  OFFICE 
1791    NORTH  WALES  COAST 

Family  phatmacy,  main  stteet  location  Sales  year  ended  313  91  [299,274 
Gross  prolrl  §  26  7%  [80,089  NHS  monthly  avetage  3,591  Hems  Tenure 
freehold  or  leasehold  Price  lor  goodwill,  fixtures  and  Idlings  [190,000 
inegoliablel  plus  stock  at  valuation 
CONTACT  LEEDS  OFFICE 
1873  LEEDS 

Turnover  [229,788  fit  28  8%  NHS  1,795  items p.m  Tenure  leasehold  Price 
lot  goodwill  F&F  [115,000 
CONTACT  LEEDS  OFFICE 
1674    NORTH  WALES  COAST 

Community  phatmacy  situated  in  prime  Hading  posdion  in  popular  Norlh  Wales 
coastal  tesort  Sales  year  ended  30  4  92  [450.000  Gross  profit  I?  26  3% 
[  1 10,421  NHS  monthly  average  2,250  items  Tenute  -  leasehold  Puce  lor 
goodwill,  fix  lores  aod  Irrnogs  (286.000  plos  stock  al  valuation 
CONTACT  LEEDS  OFFICE 


Please  mention  Chemist  &  Druggist  when  responding  to  this  advertisement 


L 


172  High  Street,  Epping,  Essex  CM16  4AQ 
Telephone:  0992  576144.  Fax:  0992  574181 

517  Christchurch  Road,  Bournemouth  BH1  4AQ 
Telephone:  0202  395832/396711,  Fax:  0202  303793 


65  Bath  Street,  Glasgow,  G2  2BX 
Telephone:  041  332  7977.  Fax:  041  332  5626 

Tudor  House,  Bridge  Street,  Walsall  WS1  1EZ 
Telephone:  0922  28748.  Fax:  0922  612737 


5  York  Place,  Leeds,  LS1  2DR 
Telephone:  0532  439061.  Fax:  0532  423304 


BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITIES 


Would  you  like  to  run  your  own  business?  Then  why  not  consider 
a  private  franchise.  You  will  pay  a  monthly  fee  to  cover  fixed  costs. 
Rent,  rates  and  a  franchise  free.  Stock  at  valuation  to  be 
purchased  through  approved  wholesale  agreement.  We  have 
branches  at  Gillingham  and  Sheerness  (with  accommodation)  in 
Kent.  Try  a  fixed  term  period.  You  run  the  business,  you  keep  the 
profits.  If  you  are  interested  write  to  Box  C&D  3412  and  conclude 
the  deal  through  solicitors.  No  time  wasters. 


DENTAL  KITS 


WOULD  YOU  LIKE  TO  KNOW  MORE 
ABOUT  BUYING  YOUR  OWN  PHARMACY? 

Pick  worth  Consultants  specialise  in  providing  practical  assistance  and  advice  on  the 
acquisition/operation  of  retail  pharmacy  outlets.  For  further  information  on: 
1 )  Options  available  in  the  assessment  of  pharmacies. 
2)  Evaluation  and  sources  of  information. 
3)  Business  plans/finance/profit  margins/projected  cash  flows. 
4)  FHSA  regulations  and  guidelines. 
5)  Risk  factors. 

6)  Seminars/venue  -  Birmingham.  Date  23/8/92.  Price  £95.00  +  VAT  inclusive  of 

meals  and  guidelines 
Contact:  Pickworth  Consultants,  1  Church  Street,  Slough,  Berks  SL1  1  PQ. 
Tel:  (0753)  520035. 
Free  6  months  phone  helpline  after  consultation  or  seminar. 


LOANS 


THE  EMERGENCY  DENTIST 

A  SERVICE  FOR  TRAVELLERS! 


SAFE,  EASY  TO  ADMINISTER, 
DENTAL  REPAIR  KIT 
*  lost  crowns*  fillings  *  cracked  teeth* 

STOCK  UP  NOW  FOR  THE  HOLIDAY 
DEMAND 


Call  Dental  Saver  Products 
Tel:  0275  810291 
Fax:  0275  8581  12 


FREEDOM  LOANS 


Independent  Finance  for  the  Independent  Pharmacist 
Funds  available  for  Pharmacists  seeking  to: 
*  purchase  ★  raise  capital  *  refit 
*  refinance  existing  loans 

FREEDOM  to  buy  stock  as  you  wish 
FREEDOM  to  bank  where  you  want  to 
Call  Doug  MacLeod:,  0532  444054  days 
0532  391395  evenings 
2nd  Floor,  Chancellor  Court,  Fhe  Calls,  Leeds, 
West  Yorkshire  LS2  7EH. 
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LOANS 


PHARMACY  COMPUTER  SYSff MS 


100% 

PRACTICE  LOANS 

We  offer  professional  people  100%  unsci  ured 

loans  in  purchase,  merge  or  re-finance  a 

practice,  so  there  is  no  need  to  mortgage 

your  home  to  raise  capital 
Various  repaymenl  methods  arc  available 

in  suit  individual  requirements  for  irnns  ol 
20  years  or  longer.  We  arc  willing  to  consider 

partnerships  and  sole  prai'l ices. 

To  find  oul  more  i  all  us  on  07 1  -242-43713 
or  write  to  J.W.  Slealh  &  Co  Ltd  .  Insuram  e 

and  Mortgage  Brokers,  T>H  Theobalds  Koad. 

London  WC1X  8SG. 

.  ■ 

Specialists  In  Practice  Finance 

1% 

ABOVE  BANK  BASE 

LOANS  BY  TELEPHONE 

Personal  or  commercial  loans,  mortgages,  re- 
mortgages  and  second  mortgages 
confidentially  arranged  for  Pharmacist  by 
Pharmacist. 

No  employer  or  bank  contact. 

Financial  problems?  We  can  help 

Telephone:  0344  874  727 


PHARMACY  COMPUTER  SYSTEMS 


PACEfieta 


There  are  no  extras  to  pay  for 
with  Pace  Beta. 


LABELLING 
SYSTEMS 

TELEPHONE  061  941  7011 
FOR  DETAILS  AND  A  FREE 
DEMONSTRATION 

★  AVAILABLE  FOR  ONE 
MONTH'S  TRIAL 

★  PERSONAL  INSTALLATION 
fea     AND  TRAINING  GIVEN 

★  MULTI  FEATURE  SYSTEM 
NO  EXTRAS  TO  BUY 

Don't  Settle  for  Less 

37  STAMFORD  NEW  ROAD, 
ALTRINCHAM  WA14  1EB 


John  Richardson  Computers  Ltd 


PMR 


upOit'f  5/92 


EPOS 


JRC  systems  are  renowned  for  their  speed,  ease-of-use 
and  flexibility  -  They  are  the  most  widely  used  in  pharmacy 
today,  are  constantly  updated  and  enjoy  an  enviable  after- 
sales  service.  You  may  think  you  can't  afford  the  best  - 
You'll  be  surprised  . . . 


FOR  MORE  DETAILS.  OR  FREE  EPOS/PMR  VIDEOS,  PHONE  0772  323763 
(FAX  0772  323003)  -   OR  WRITE  TO  JRC  LTD.  FREEPOST,  PR 5  6BR 


SCAL  VER  T  COMPUTER 
SER  VICES  PRESCRIPTION 
LABELLING  SYSTEMS 


including:- 
•  Patient  records  •  Drug  interactions 

•  Owings  •  Stock  usage 

•  Controlled  dosage  sections  for  (Nomad  etc) 

•  Software  from  £99.00  plus  VAT  to  £249.00 

plus  VAT 

•  Complete  systems  for  less  than 

£1899.00  + VAT 

•  28  day  free  trial  on  all  software 


FOR  MORE  DETAILS,  CONTACT 

S  CALVERT  COMPUTER 
SERVICES  AT  83  PONTEFRACT 
LANE,  LEEDS,  LS9  9HS. 
PHONE  (0532)  484746 


rr.. 

Check  Out 
EPOS 


n  |T|n  IT        Rtient  Records 


Interactions 
Labels 

Leaflets  .  i/jpN 

Stock  Control  ^oFf* 


corvn=nJTtfvjG  ltd 


Anna  Butler,  MRPharmS,  Dept  G.B.,  Hadlev  Hutt  Computing 
Ltd.  George  Bavliss  Rd,  Droitwich,  Worcs  WR9  9RD. 
Tel:  0905  795335.  Fax:  0905  795345 


LABELLING 


NO  MATTER  WHAT  YOU  DO  TO  YOUR 
OLD  LABELLING  SYSTEM.. 


IT  WON'T  BEAT  THE  ALCHEMIST 

Why  not  let  us  find  a  good  home  for  him  (P/X  available) 

CHEMTEC  SYSTEMS  LTD 

TEL:  -  (0772)  622839  FAX:  (0772)  622879 
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MARKETING  SERVICES 


PUBLICATION 


HealthPharm  Healthcare  Consultancy 

Marketing  Research  for  both  Corporate 
and  Community  Pharmacy 

♦  Professional  Opinion  Audits,  Panel, 
Telephone  and  Depth  Interviews. 

♦  National  Pharmacist  Panel  from  across  the 
Professional  spectrum. 

♦  Rapid  results. 

♦  Patient  /  Consumer  Surveys. 

Call  John  on  0424-215117  for  further  details 


MEDICAL  EQUIPMENT 


MEDIPOST  # 


MEDICINE  DISPENSING  SYSTEM 

DR  UG  CA  BINETS  AND  FRIDGES 
MEDICAL  EQUIPMENT  AND  NURSING  SUPPLIES 
NEW  1992  COLOUR  CATALOGUE 

PHONE  0305  760750     FAX  0305  77691 7 

—  ,       Medipost  (UK)  Ltd 

I         17  Surrey  Close 
|         Granby  Industrial 
Estate,  Weymouth 
Dorset  DT4  9TY 


PHARMACEUTICAL  ANTIQUES 


STOCK  WANTED 

Old  Chemist  Bottles  &  Utensils,  Drug  runs, 
Cabinets,  fittings  etc. 

Cash  paid.  Removed  and  collected,  all  UK. 

Tel:  0372  373791 


COMPUTER'PLANNING 


AFFECTED  BY  BOOTS 
PATIENT  RECORDS? 

I  will  personally  set  up  and  maintain 
on  site  your  patient  medication  and 
record  system.  I  can  also  maintain  all 
your  book-keeping  software  and 
hardware. 

Tel:  JOHN  LEVY 
(081)  455  3509  (Daytime) 
(081)203  7279  (Evening) 
Fax:  (081)455  9991 


RETAIL  PHARMACY  —  A 
SOUND  INVESTMENT? 

For  a  non-establishment  view  of  Pharmacy,  with  facts, 

options,  opinions,  philosophy,  read  "Pharmacy: 
freedom  or  slavery?"  by  C&D  contributor  Eric  A.  Jensen 
B.Com.,  M.R.Pharm.S.  An  unusual,  provocative,  sixty- 
four  page  read.  Foryourcopy,  please  send  £4.95, 
includes  UK  postage,  to 

Eric  Jensen,  6  Attree  Drive,  Brighton  BN2  2HN. 
Tel:  0273  605293 


PRODUCTS  &  SERVICES 


Q.  What's  new  from  BUSINESS  SYSTEMS? 
A  ORALABEL  PC  PLUS  ° 


A  system  overflowing  with  new  features,  ORALABEL  PC  PLUS 
is  the  ultimate  in  PMR  Pharmacy  Computerised  Labelling 
Systems.  Now  featuring  a  choice  of  Carehome  options 
compatible  with  Nomad,  Venalink  and  Manrex,  all  designed  to 
dramatically  reduce  YOUR  time  involved  operating  a  monitored 
dose  cassette  system. 

CALL  0772  561515  FOR  DETAILS 


Added  Value 
Injectables 

For  Injectables 
Call  DEL 
First 

Tel:  (0926)451515 
Fax:(0926)451967 
Tachbrook  Park 
Warwick  CV34  6RS 


TABLETS    2.5mg  &  10mg 

INJECTION  5mg  to  5gram 

Tel:  (0926)  451515 
or 

Fax:  (0926)  451967 

mL 


Tachbrook  Park,  Warwick, 
CV34  6RS 


SHOPFITTING 


Kick  the  recession  and  get  your 
Business  back  on  Target! 

Our  Business  is  improving  your  Business  and  creating 

That  Work 
We  Offer 

A  complete  shop  fitting  &  design  service. 
Specialize  in  continental  dispensary  fittings. 
Quality  you  can  afford.        Attractive  leasing. 

For  further  details 

Tel:  0761  418941 


II        Mr-w^L  w    2a  Hallatrow  Road  Paulton 

Marketing   Bristol  AvonBS18  5LH 
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SHOPFITTINGS 


THE  PROFESSIONAL  PACKAGE 

FOR  THE 
PROFESSIONAL  PHARMACIST 


NORDIA  PHARMACY  PLANNING 

WITH  OVER  25  YEARS  EXPERIENCE 


APPROVED 


n  K 


SIIOPFITTERS  LTD., 
NOKDIA  HOUSE 

SEACROFT         STRIAL  ESTATE 
COAL  ROAD 
LEEDS  LS14  2AW 

TH:  \)7>M  [\'±\\  17K         0532  [YIWW  Hi 


DESIGN  SERVICE 


COMPLETE  PACKAGE 


NATIONWIDE  SERVICE 


lEXDkUM 

L-STOREFITTERS  — 


0626  ■  834077 

COMPREHENSIVE  DESIGN,  MANUFACTURE  AND 
INSTALLATION  SERVICE  FOR  THE  RETAIL  PHARMACY 

KING  CHARLES  BUSINESS  PARK,  OLD  NEWTON  ROAD, 
HEATHFIELD,  DEVON,  TQ1  2  6UT 


STOCK  WANTED 


STOCK 
WANTED 

Old  Chemist 
Bottles  &  Utensils, 

Drug  runs, 
Cabinets,  fittings 
etc. 

Cash  paid. 
Removed  and 
collected,  all  UK. 

Tel: 
0372  373791 


STOCK  FOR  SALE 


Tel:  (0926)  451515 
Fax:  (0926)  451967 

Tachbrook  Park,  Warwick. 


STOCK  FOR  SALE 


JUNE 

SPECIAL  OFFERS 
INCLUDING: 


*  CAREFULLY  SELECTED  EC  IMPORTED  PHARMACEUTICALS 

*  PRODUCT  LIABILITY  INSURANCE 

*  OUROWN 'EC  QUALIFIED  PERSON  TO 
SUPERVISE  QUALITY  CONTROL 

*  DISTRIBUTION  THROUGHOUT  UK  incl.  N  IRELAND 

*  ONE  OF  THE  LARGEST  PURCHASERS  OF  Pi's  IN 
EUROPE 

*  HELPFUL  ADVICE  GIVEN  TO  UPDATE  THE 
PHARMACIST 

*  COMPETITIVE  PRICES  AND  REGULAR  MONTHLY 
OFFERS 

*  MEMBER  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  OF 
PHARMACEUTICAL  IMPORTERS 

URIMPHARM  LTD 

mmm mmmM mun mi niHiWBi— Mawiiwii  ol 

UNIT  A6,  83  COPERS  COPE  ROAD, 
BECKENHAM,  KENT,  BR3  1  NR. 
TELEPHONE:  081-658  2255 
TELEX:  263832:  FAX:  081-658  8680 


Perfumes/Aftershaves 

All  main  brands  in  stock  including  Estee 

Lauder,  Chanel  and  many  more!! 
Free  delivery  nationwide.  For  a  pricelist 
telephone:  081 -422  3269. 
Fax:081-9078323 

JALARAM  IMPORTS 
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CASH  &  CARRY 


FOR  DETAILS  OF  YOUR  NEAREST  BRANCH 

CALL  FREEFONE 


Atenolol  I00n,8 

Mine  400^8 

C'^etioi        halers  ^orders 

to  our  pr  £8  16 


Prozac  20^9 143 


t4etPr>te 
£8.16 

£11.22 
£7.50 
£3.27 


F 

R 

I  E  I  E  I  M  I  A 

N 

P  H 

ARMACEUTICALS 

LIBRA  DISTRIBUTORS 

WHOLESALERS  OF  FRAGRANCES  ■  PHOTOGRAPHIC  FILMS  &  BATTERIES 

l  2  FALLOWCOURT  AVENUE  ■  LONDON  N  I  2  0EFJ 
TEL:  08 1  -445  4  I  64  •  FAX:  08 1  -445  l  399 

"GET  THE  RIGHT  PICTURE" 

FILMS  AT  BEST  PRICES 

NEW  KODAK  GOLD  II  GR  100  SPEED  12exp.  £1.42  20%  off  trade 
NEW  KODAK  GOLD  II  GR  100  SPEED  24  exp.   £1.69  25%  off  trade 

GOLD  FILMS 

GA  100  SPEED  36exp.   Eng. /Arabic  £1.79  37%  off  trade 

GS  200  SPEED   12exp.   £1.53  20%offtrade 

GS  200  SPEED  24  exp    £1.92  20%  off  trade 

GS  200  SPEED  36  exp.   £2.37  20%  off  trade 


100  SPEED 
100  SPEED 


FUJI 

24  exp.  £1.30  40%  off  trade 
36exp.   £1.60  40%offtrade 

SCOTCH 


100SPEED36exp.99p  each 

We  stock  a  wide  range  of  films,  batteries,  also  Lithium  batteries  and  branded 
fragrances.  Feel  free  to  call  for  a  price  list  on  081-445  4164 
Nationwide  Delivery  Next  Day. 
VHS  EC45  Camcorder  Cassettes  at  £2.85.  Polaroid  VHS  E 180  Video  Cassette  at  £1 .49 
(Get  set  for  the  Olympics). 
Are  you  missing  an  opportunity  for  passport  pictures?  Ring  us  to  find  out. 
30  DAYS  CREDIT  ON  ALL  ORDERS  OVER  £350 
*  ALL  PRICES  ARE  EXCLUSIVE  OF  VAT 


TRADEMARKS 


Al  SPECIAL  OFFERS 


★  ORAL  SYRINGES  (DRUG  TARIFF) 

★  ANTI-SMOKING  MINI-FILTERS  &  LOZENGES 

★  B-D  U 100  MICROFINE  IV  SYRINGES  Imland  5ml 

★  AFFORDABLE  WEEKLY  &  DAILY  COMPLIANCE  AIDS 

★  STERILE  DRESSING  PACKS,  SWABS  +  CREPE  BANDAGES 

★  ELECTRONIC  BLOOD  PRESSURE  MONITORS  +  NEBULISERS 


Discount/Bonus 

4  +  4  FREE 
4+  1  FREE 
Up  to  20% 


33%-40% 


Ring  in  your  order  at  our  expense  on  — 

FREEPHONE  0800-252049 

Special  quotations  for  large  quantities  (Contact  Gary) 


The  Trade  Mark  set  out  below  was  assigned  on: 
3rd  August  1991  bySocieted'Etudes 
Scientifiques  et  industrielles  de  rile  de  France  to 
Bayer  Aktiengeseilschaft  5090  Leverkusen, 
Federal  Republic  of  Germany. 

WITHOUT  THE  GOODWILL  OF  THE  BUSINESS  IN  THE 
GOODS  FOR  WHICH  THE  TRADE  MARK  IS  REGISTERED. 
Trade  Mark  No.     Mark  Goods  Specification 

1075990  MIGRAVESS    Pharmaceutical  and 

veterinary  preparations  and 
substances;  and  sanitary 
substances  for  use  in 
hygiene. 
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Businesslink 

A  FREE  Service  for  Chemist  &  Druggist  Subscribers 


LOCUMS 

NORTHAMPTON  -  Locum  pharmacist 
required  fur  one  week  commencing 
21/8/92.  Please  ring  0604  20008. 

BEESTON,  NOTTS  -  Locum  required  to 
work  Thursday,' Friday  Saturday  on  a 
regular  basis.  Starting  15th  June  until 
25th  July.  If  interested  telephone  0602 
253034  for  further  details. 

ROCHDALE  AREA  just  off  Junction  21 
on  M62).  locum  required  for  1  to  2 
Fridavs  or  Saturdays  per  month  for  easily 
run  shop.  Tel:  0706  39881. 

SWINDON,  WILTS  -  Locums  required  for 
evenings,  part  or  full  day  for  busy,  mod- 
em pharmacy.  Tel:  0793  705322. 


DISPENSING  TECHNICIANS 

CHELMSFORD  -  Trainee  or  qualified 
pharmacy  technician  required.  Some- 
hours  to  he  worked  in  private  hospital. 
Telephone  0245  264252. 

LEICESTER  -  Dispensing  assistant/shop 
assistant  required  full  time.  Qualified  or 
experienced.  Tel:  0533  419527. 


1     SITUATIONS  WANTED 

ESSEX  /  SUFFOLK  /  LONDON  Phar- 
macist available  Saturdays  (£12/hour) 
and  Sundays  (<£20/hour).  Please  phone 
0255  672845  (work)  or  081-989  4371 
(home).  References  available. 

EXPERIENCED  LADY  PHARMACIST 
requires  one  weeks  locum  in  Surrey 
during  July  or  September.  Please  phone 
(0277)  234706  eves. 

BRISTOL  AND  SURROUNDING  AREA 
Reliable,  experienced  locum  available 
days/weeks.    Please    phone  Graham 
Arundell,  Portishead  (0275)  842577. 

CENTRAL  LONDON  -  Reliable  pharma- 
cist, based  West  London  available  days 
weeks.  Now  taking  hooking  for  3rd 
August  onwards.  Call  071-837  1424  (24 
hours). 

EXPERIENCED  LADY  PHARMACIST 

moving  to  Stockton  on  Tees  area  in 
September  requires  locum  work.  Full 
weeks  or  days.  Tel:  0377  86538. 
SUSSEX  OR  SURREY  -  Experienced  and 
reliable  retail  locum  available  for  two 
weeks  commencing  July  20th  or  27th. 
Tel  or  Fax  Vic  Liughran  on  010  345 
2884315. 


BUSINESSES  FOR  SALE 

NEW  FOREST  VILLAGE  PHARMACY 

T/O  £191.999.  CP  £56.991  -  %rds 
dispensing.  S/C  3  dhl  bed  accom.  Lge 
gdn/parking.  £195,000  freehold  or  with 
studio  flat  and  investment  income  of 
£8,500  p.a.  -  £295,000.  Andrew  Green- 
wood, A.I.B.A.  (0794)  522228. 


EXCESS  STOCK 

TRADE  LESS  35%  +  VAT  +  postage 
Zantac  disp  LSOmg  x  5,  Univer  120  (5  x 
28).  Rifatel  3  x  loo.  100ml  Locoid 
scalp  lotion,  Regulan  sachet  6  x  30, 
Minims  Tropicamide  0.5%  6  x  20.  Tel: 
061-226  3179. 

TRADE  LESS  20%  -  2  x  lluhe  eve  drops. 
100  Sod.  Amytal  200mg.  8  x  Myocrisin 
50mg  amps.  9  \  Konakion  lomg  amps.  5 
x  Redeptin  6mg  ampoules,  10  x  Depixol 
40mg  amps.  Tel:  0604  20008. 

TRADE  LESS  25%  +  VAT  -  Convatec 
Colodress  S874  x  1,  lleodress  S856  x  2, 
Convatec  S271,  S270,  S281,  Tritace 
1  25mg  x  28.  Beta  Cardone  80mg  tablets 
Tel:  081-989  0070 


FAX  YOUR  EXCESS  STOCK  LISTS  (0704 
501363)  and  I  will  fax  vou  ours,  or 
telephone  0704  28437. 

25%  OFF  -  Human  Actrapid,  Dec  92: 
Insulatard,  April  94:  Monotard,  Feb  93, 
Actraphane,  Feb  9.'!:  Velosulin,  Sept  94 
and  Lentard  MC,  July  93.  Tel:  053.', 
667393. 

MAGACE  40MG  TABS  2  x  10.  exp.  date  8/ 
95.  Trade  less  25\  +  VAT  Tel:  0535 
602365. 

PERGONAL,  EXP  10/92  26  amps.  Trade 

less  50%  +  VAT.  Tel:  0932  842632. 
COLOPLAST  MC2000  No.  5945  1  x  30. 

Trade  less  50%  +  VAT  +  postage.  Tel: 

0986  872844. 
TRADE  LESS  50%  +  VAT  -  Surgicare 

System    2    S355:    Uriplan  overnight 

drainage  bags  DT  81-3131;  Unplan  leg 

hags  500ml  DT5S;  DT5N;  300ml  DT3S. 

Tel:  081-800  8801. 
TRADE  LESS  30%  +  VAT  +  POST    2  x 

20  x  2ml  Pulmicort  respules  0.5mg,  ml. 

Tel:  071-602  1406. 
RIFATER  (240)  -  Trade  less  30%,  expirv 

March  94.  Tel:  0775  820343. 
TRADE  LESS  50%  -  82  Androcur  5()mg; 

124    Cvprostat    50mg;    52  Cytotec 

200mcg;  60  Danol  200mg:  120  Diumide- 

K.  Tel:  081-764  4812. 
MADOPAR  CR  125MG  X  200,  Fucidin 

250mg  tabs  x  40,  Nalcrom  x  50.  Clinori! 

lOOg  x  200.  Trade  less  50%  +  VAT  +  post. 

Tel:  0272  741348. 
30  SANDIMMUN  -  100,  84  Diflucan  caps 

-  200.  Trade  less  50%  +  VAT  +  postage. 

Tel:  0563  26200 
TRADE  LESS  30%  -  Mobiflex;  Pondo- 

cillin  tabs:  Brufen  Retard  tabs:  Algitec 

tabs;  Pro-actidil  tabs;  Plendil  5mg  tabs. 

Tel:  0708  524015. 
TRADE  LESS  50%  +  VAT  -  Humulin  S 

ulOO  x  3  (Nov  92),  Atrovent  Forte  Inh  x  4. 

Alupent  Inh  x  1,  Mydrilate  0.5%.  x  3, 

(•estradiol  implant  50mg  x  1,  Quinaband 

x  6,  Surgam  200mg  x  354,  Tilade  inhaler 

x  2.  Tel:  0502  572603. 
TRADE  LESS  50%  +  VAT  -  28  Rimac- 

tazid  300mg;  50  Suscard  Buccal  2mg;  50 

Keflex  tabs  500mg  50  Migril  tablets.  All 

well  within  date.  Tel:  081-902  1674. 
TRADE  LESS  30%  +  VAT  +  POSTAGE 

5  x  56  Capoten  50mg,  2  x  500  Pancrex  V 

caps,  1  x  56  Adizem-SR,  1  x  56  Securon 

120.  Tel:  0509  506564. 
TRADE  LESS  50%  PLUS  VAT  -  Megace 

40mg.  Molipaxin  lOOmg,  Cesamet  lmg. 

Tel:  091-  536  4640. 
8  X  300G  CALCIUM  RESONIUM,  Surgi 

care  S261  x  12;  S298  x  4;  S335  x  4.  50% 

+  VAT.  Proceeds  to  charity.  Tel:  0858 

467027. 

5  X  28  DIABENESE  250G  &  50G,  each  + 
VAT  (July  92).  159  Apresoline  25mg,  loo 
Diamox  sustete  (Aug  92).  127  Dibenyline 
lOmg,  100  Aldomet  500mg,  1  x  28 
Viskadix,  1  x  28  Sinequan  25.  1  x  56 
Sinequan  lOmg.  Less  50%  +  VAT  + 
postage.  Tel:  0269  850302. 

ORAP4MG  01/95,  Metrin  600mg  10  92. 
Madopar  Prestim  09  '  93,  Asendil  4  94. 
Diamox  500mg  12  93,  Rheumox  600  5 
93.  Prices  neg.  Tel:  071-272  6717 

TRADE  LESS  25%  +  VAT  -  2  x  56 
Plaquenil,  1 20  x  Megace 40mg.  Tel:  0705 
663945. 

PARVOLEX  2G/10ML  AMPS  10  boxes 
of  10.  Trade  less  50%  (no  VAT!).  Exp  May 
93.  Tel:  051  733  7162. 

TRADE  LESS  50%  +  VAT  +  POSTAGE 

1  \  100  Orudis  50  (exp  12  92).  1  x  100 
Orudis  100  (exp  10  92);  2  x  50  Surmon- 
til  25mg  (3  95):  Sinemet  110  (12  941; 
Sinemet  275  (3  93);  Securon  160  (3 
95).  Tel:  041-632  6543. 


FOR  SALE 


VAUXHALI.  NOVA  1300GL-  Blue.  43.000 


miles,  1988,  5  door,  economical,  immac- 
ulate condition  Tel:  0708  743341 

FIVE  ORIGINAL  BMW  alloy  wheels.  14 
inches  with  good  tyres  for  3  series  Tel: 
0708  743341. 

HONDA  CRX  1.6i  sports  coupe.  1990. 
metallic  silver,  warranty  until  1993, 
f.s.h.  £8.995  ono.  Tel:  Chelmsford  0245 
264252. 

IBM  COMPATIBLE  COMPUTER  386SX- 
20.MB,  80MB  hard  drive.  4MB  ram.  high 
resolution  colour  monitor.  Windows  3. 
Only  £700  +  VAT.  Phone  0258  452824. 

VOLVO  340  AUTOMATIC  -  29.000  miles. 
G-reg,  metallic  grey.  5  door,  electric  wing 
mirrors  and  windows.  £5,995.  Tel:  081- 
361  8645  (h),  0920  469823  (w). 

SHOP  FITTINGS,  counters  (2),  gondolas 
Also  dispensary  fittings  (spur  brackets 
and  shelves  and  bench  unit).  Five  years 
old.  Available  August.  Tel:  0253  721933. 

TERRACE  HOUSE  -  £48,000  in  delight- 
ful riverside  French  village  30  miles  west 
Montpellier  20  miles  Mediterranean. 
Large  living  room,  separate  kitchen,  four 
double  bedrooms,  two  shower.'WCs, 
secluded  rooftop  terrace.  0708  442227 
441949. 


 WANTED  

UNICHEM  MICROFICHE  READER 

Briefcase  model.  Working  order.  Cheap. 

Tel:  0924  465714. 
PURE  &  SIMPLE  Bodv  Cleansing  Gel, 

200ml.  Anv  quantity.  Tel:  0639  812291, 
STOCK  WANTED  -  Anv  excess  OTC  or 


ethical  stock  considered.  Instant  decis- 
ion. Also  require  Zoladex  syringe  Tele- 
phone or  fax  0702  75140, 
SANDIMMUN  CAPSULES  -  25mg  & 
lOOmg  Tel  0247  271820, 


ACCOMMODATION  TO  LET 

THREE  BED,  FULLY  FURNISHED  exec- 
utive town  house  in  Poynton,  Cheshire 
(nr  Manchester).  Available  for  short  term 
let  («  £450pcm  Tel:  0625  878577. 

LONDON,  El  -  Luxury-  2-bedroom  pent- 
house flat  in  church  conversion.  Fully 
furnished  and  equipped.  Bethnal  Green 
tube  3  mins,  Whitechapel  tube  4  mins. 
Phone  0256  782028  p.m. 


HOLIDAY  ACCOMMODATION 

TENERIFE  SOUTH  -  Studio  flat,  sleeps 
4.  Fitted  kitchen,  two  swimming  pools, 
restaurant,  three  bars.  Club  house  with 
live  nightly  entertainment.  Tennis, 
squash,  gvm.  Two  weeks  August  14th- 
28th.  £250  Telephone  071-724  8698 
(day),  081-458  1829  (eve). 


MISCELLANEOUS 

PHARMACIST  REQUIRES  LIFT  -  Uam 

ington  Spa  to  Coventry  or  Leamington 
Spa  to  Birmingham  on  regular  basis  Mr 
Paddan.  0203  257930. 


To:  Business  Link,  Chemist  &  Druggist,  Benn  House,  Sovereign  Way, 
Tonbridge,  Kent  TN9  1RW. 

PLEASE  COMPLETE  IN  BLOCK  CAPITALS 

Surname  

First  name  

Personal  RPSGB  Registration  Number  

Telephone  number  

Proposed  advertisement  copy  (maximum  30  words) 


To  be  included  under  section  heading  

Signed   Date. 


Free  entries  in  "Business  Link"  (maximum  30  words)  are 
accepted  at  the  discretion  of  the  publishers  and  depend  upon 
space  being  available.  Send  proposed  wording  to  "Business 
Link",  Chemist  &  Druggist,  Benn  House,  Sovereign  Way, 
Tonbridge,  Kent  TN9  1RW.  Include  your  name,  the  full  name 
and  address  of  your  pharmacy,  or  your  personal  registration 
number,  and  a  day-time  telephone  number.  Alternatively,  leave 
the  details  on  our  answering  service. 

PHONE  24  HOURS  ON  0732  359725 
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About  people 


APPOINTMENTS 


New  faces  at 
the  NPA 


Trefor  Williams 

Trefor  Williams  is  joining  the  senior 
management  team  at  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association  as 
business  services  manager.  He  will 
be  taking  over  from  John  Goulding, 
who  is  due  to  retire  in  the  Summer. 

Mr  Williams  comes  to  the  NPA 
from  Savory  &  Moore  (now  part  of 
Lloyds  Chemists),  where  he  was  a 
director  and  the  superintendent 
pharmacist.  He  studied  pharmacy  at 
the  University  of  Nottingham, 
followed  by  postgraduate  studies  at 
the  University  of  Bath.  His 
preregistration  training  was 
undertaken  at  Westons  Chemists, 
Bristol  and  he  registered  in  1972. 
After  working  for  Westons  for  about 
six  years  he  joined  the  R.  Gordon 
Drummond  Group,  working  his  way 
up  to  professional  services  manager. 

The  information  department 
has  taken  on  a  second  information 
pharmacist.  Sue  Mason.  She  will  be 


in  writing  technical 
information  as  well  as  answering 
members  queries.  Her  appointment 
takes  the  number  of  staff  in  the 
information  department,  headed  by 
Mary  Allen,  to  ten,  reflecting  the 
increased  use  of  this  service  by 
members. 


Robinson  Healthcare  have 
appointed  Margaret  Veal  as  retail 
sales  representative  for  Yorkshire, 
Humherside,  North  Lincolnshire, 
East  Lancashire  and  part  of  Greater 
Manchester.  Jeffrey  Sale  is  their 
new  retail  sales  representative  for 
the  Midlands  and  part  of  East 
Anglia. 

Salt  &  Son  have  appointed  Angela 
Jeffery  as  sales  and  marketing 
manager  for  their  orthopaedic 
division. 

Kent  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd  have 
appointed  Mark  Keeling  as 

marketing  manager. 

The  National  Association  of  Health 
Authorities  and  Trusts  has 
appointed  Denise  Bullock  as 

personnel  manager.  Ms  Bullock  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Institute  of 
Personnel  Management  and  of 
London  University.  She  will  be 
based  at  NAHAT's  head  office  in 
Birmingham. 


Colin  Hetherington  (second  right)  was  the  winner  of  the  golf  tournament 
sponsored  by  Lagap  Pharmaceuticals,  recently  held  at  York  golf  club.  He  is 
pictured  here  with  (from  left  to  right)  best  guest  Dr  F.  Tomlinson,  runner- 
up  Sean  Campbell,  Lagap  national  sales  manager  Stan  Rogers  and  event 
organiser  for  Lagap  Pharmaceuticals,  Allan  Haddon 


Linda  Todd  (centre),  is  pictured  receiving  a  presentation  following  her 
resignation  as  secretary  of  the  Northumberland  Local  Pharmaceutical 
Committee.  Also  included  in  the  picture  are  members  of  the  LPC,  officers 
of  the  FHSA  and  other  pharmacy  professionals 


Volunteers? 

NPA  member  Derek  Balon  and 
Robert  Stevens  of  the  University  of 
Wales  are  looking  for  volunteers  to 
help  in  their  research  into  the 
frequency  of  drug  interactions  in 
community  pharmacy. 

The  project,  funded  by  a 
Department  of  Health  pharmacy 
practice  research  grant,  aims  to 
provide  an  assessment  of  the 
frequency  and  distribution  of 
interactions  by  drug,  age,  sex  and 
disease.  Data  will  be  recorded  from 
prescriptions  dispensed  by 
participating  pharmacies. 

Pharmacist  volunteers  should 
contact  Mr  Balon  on  071-229  0958. 


Birthday 
Honours 

Dr  Keith  Humphreys,  chairman  of 
Rhone-Poulenc  Ltd  and  managing 
director  of  Rhone-Poulenc 
Chemicals  Ltd,  was  made 
Commander  of  the  British  Empire 
in  the  Queen's  Birthday  Honours,  in 
recognition  of  his  services  to  the 
chemical  industry. 

Dr  Humphreys  is  vice-president 
of  the  Chemical  Industries 
Association  and  chairman  of  its 
Safety,  Health  and  Environment 
Council. 

Trevor  Hill,  site  services 
manager  at  Reckitt  and  Colman  and 
chairman  of  the  Humberside 
Energy  Management  Group,  was 
made  MBE.  Reckitt  and  Colman 
have  directly  benefited  from  his 
expertise  and  from  a  computerised 
energy  management  system. 

Canteen  manageress  at  Boots 
Pharmaceuticals,  Miss  J  Graham 
was  awarded  a  British  Empire 
Medal.  J.J.  Barbour,  chief  executive 
Aberdeen  Royal  Hospitals  NHS 
Trust  and  Mrs  R.  Myers,  chairman 
of  Brent  and  Harrow  Family  Health 
Services  Authority,  were  both 
awarded  an  MBE. 


Sheffield's 
'Lung  Run' 

All  health  professionals  based  in 
Sheffield  are  being  invited  to  take  a 
deep  breath  and  join  this  year's 
British  Lung  Foundation's  "Lung 
Run"  on  July  9. 

The  venue  is  Sheffield's  Weston 
Park  and  the  distance  to  be  covered 
is  5km. 

The  run,  sponsored  by  3M 
Health  Care,  is  traditionally  staged 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  British 
Thoracic  Society,  which  this  year 
takes  place  in  Sheffield. 

All  those  who  enter,  in  return  for 
a  donation,  will  receive  a  runner's 
pack  including  sponsorship  form, 
event  T-shirt  and  runner  number. 

Every  runner  will  be  rewarded 
with  a  picture  of  themselves  as  they 
pass  the  winning  post  and  a 
certificate  to  prove  they  really  made 
it.  Prizes  are  on  offer  for  the  first 
runner  to  finish  and  to  the  one  with 
the  highest  sponsorship. 

Money  raised  will  help  fund 
research  into  lung  disease, 
particularly  into  improving 
diagnosis,  treatment  and 
prevention. 
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Registered  at  the  Post  Office  as  a  Newspaper  13/21 /32s  Contents  ©  Benn  Publications  Ltd  1992.  All  rights  reserved.  No  part  of  this  publication  may  be  reproduced,  stored  in  a  retrieval  system  or  transmitted  in.  any  form  or 
by  any  means,  electronic,  mechanical,  photocopying,  recording  or  otherwise  without  the  prior  permission  of  Benn  Publications,  Benn  Publications  Ltd  may  pass  suitable  reader  addresses  to  other  relevant  suppliers.  If  you  do 
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Look  no  further 

for  the  relief  of  redness  and 
/  itching  due  to  hay  fever 

OTRIVINE-ANTISTIN 

Sterile  eye  drops 

A  Pharmacy  Sale  only  product 


CIBAVision  Ophthalmics  -  Dispersa  (United  Kingdom)  Limited,  Park  West.  Flanders  Road,  CIBAMsion 
Hedge  End,  Southampton,  S03  3LG   Detailed  information  will  be  sent  on  request  Ophthalmics 


"Everyone  at  Weleda 
is  genuinely  very  helpful, 
W      efficient  and  friendly" 

Jo  Hudson  M.R.  Pharm.  S. 


Weleda  offer: 

■  Tlit'  widest  range  of  OTC 
homoeopathies  in  the  UK 

■  Comprehensive  range  of  26 
indicated  natural  medicines. 

■  Full  range  of  Pharmacy 
Only  product s  and 
pharmaceut  ical  special  1 1  ies, 

■  Full  range  of  Weleda 
toilet  nes, 

■  Regular t  raining  for 
pharmacists  and  pharmacy 
assistants. 

( ienerous  POR  on 
all  prod  nets. 

For  lull  details,  please  call: 

0602  309319  and  ask 

for  Tele-sales. 

( >r  fax  your  order: 

0602  440349, 


WGLGDA  5Tessing  the  Powt" 


of  Nature  for  Health 


VVYIi'dii   IK.  Limited  Hi-iinm  Roiid 
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NUTRITIONAL  SUPPLEMENT 

FOR  BEAUTIFUL  HAIR 


HealthAid 

UoJuv\J'± 

VITAMIN  &  MINERAL 
CAPSULES 


HairVit  is  a  unique 
capsule  formulation  containing 
a  range  of  nutrients  and 
trace  elements 
essential  for 
healthy, 
hair. 


The  vitamins 
and  minerals  in 
HairVit  provide 
nutrients  for  the 
hair  follicles, 
making  your  hair 
look  more  lustrous, 
more  beautiful  and 
easier  to  manage, 
and  helps 
split  ends 


ill  CAPSULES  1  !.')<)  RETAIL 


AVAILABLE  FROM  ALL  GOOD  HEALTH  FOOD  SHOPS  &  CHEMISTS 

Try  a  course  of  HairVit 
. . .  and  experience  how  healthy  your 
hair  can  he. 


HtMltllAld  by  PHARMADASS  LIMITED  284a  Waler  Road,  Wembley.  Middlesex  HA0  1HX  Tel 


061-991  0035 


Healthcare 
are  helping 
to  stamp  out 
Athlete's 
Foot... 


r 


and  step  up  your  sales  -  with 


Hot  weather  means  hot  feet  -  that's  why  customers  will  soon 
be  hot-footing  it  to  your  shop  looking  for  an  effective  way  to 
stamp  out  their  Athlete's  Foot. 

They'll  want  proven  relief  and  protection  from  re-infection  - 
which  is  where  Mycota  and  Seton  Healthcare  step  in. 

A  trusted  brand,  available  only  through  pharmacies,  Mycota 
already  boasts  25%  of  the  market  -  and  now  that  Mycota  is  a 
Seton  brand,  we  intend  to  kick  the  competition  firmly  into  touch. 

A  striking  consumer  advertising  and  PR  campaign  in  national 
press,  backed  by  impactful  posters,  will  ensure  that  more 
customers  will  be  walking  through  your  door  -  and  demanding 
Mycota  by  name. 

So  when  your  customers  start  kicking  up  a  fuss  about  their 
Athlete's  Foot,  make  sure  you  step  up  your  sales  by  stocking  this 
season's  winner  -  Mycota. 

dm  Seton 

mm*  Healthcare  Group  pic 

Seton  Healthcare  Group  pic,  Tubiton  House,  Oldham  OL1  3HS,  England.  Telephone: 

Mycota  is  a  Trade  Mark  of  Seton 


TREATS  AND  PREVENTS 

ATHLETE'S 
FOOT 


ATHLETES 
FOOT 


